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From the Editor

This month we have The Barn in South Austin as the CTBA Venue of the Month.  We also have The 
Tantra Coffeehouse House Bluegrass Band as our CTBA Band of the Month.  We also have our 
regular columns by Jake Howard and Carolyn Kendrick.

Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar: (click on the links for more information)

Sunday, May 20 … CTBA Memorial Fest in Dripping Springs
Wednesday, July 4 …  Annual Fourth-of-July Pot Luck and Jam in Bastrop
July 26-28 ... Acoustic Music Camp in Arlington

More Upcoming Events  -  Join CTBA

If you'd like to comment, submit something for publication or write a monthly column, email me at 
CTBA@CentralTexasBluegrass.org or write me c/o CTBA, PO Box 9816, Austin TX 78766.

Ed Seykota

CTBA Fun Fact

Stephen Collins Foster, "the father of American music", wrote over 200 songs; 
among his best-known: "Oh! Susanna", "Hard Times Come Again No More", 
"Camptown Races", "Old Folks at Home" ("Swanee River"), "My Old Kentucky 
Home", "Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair", "Old Black Joe", and "Beautiful 
Dreamer". 

CTBA Monthly Newsletter – (c) April, 2018 – Page 2 / 21

https://www.facebook.com/events/449295682187650/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beautiful_Dreamer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beautiful_Dreamer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Black_Joe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeanie_with_the_Light_Brown_Hair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Old_Kentucky_Home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Old_Kentucky_Home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Folks_at_Home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camptown_Races
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hard_Times_Come_Again_No_More
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oh!_Susanna
mailto:CTBA@CentralTexasBluegrass.org
http://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html
http://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/
http://acousticmusiccamp.com/
http://www.seykota.com/July4


CTBA Venue of the Month

The Barn 
in Sunset Valley

The Barn - 6218 Brodie Lane, Austin TX

Anita Dunn says it slowly, with a smile and with conviction, “I see The Barn as the venue for 
music in South-West Austin.”  She says it like she means it.  And she has bookings three 
months out.  Sitting on ~2 acres in SW Austin, The Barn has been open since October 27, 2017.
It’s a bar, beer garden, food court, mobile hair salon, and live music venue for both public and 
private events.  

She has one stage inside The Barn Bar and another one outside in the beer garden with picnic 
benches.  She also has a large garden in front of the business and a 1000 sq-ft old barn that has 
been refitted as a main stage and event barn. 

With help of seasoned Austin musicians, like Ernie Durawa, Bruce Popsky, Nick Ulrich and 
Austin bluegrass icon, Eddie Collins, she has very little trouble attracting musicians – even way
in advance.  For one thing, she actually pays them, so bands that perform at The Barn don't 
have to work for a sandwich and a beer.  “People should not have to work for free,” she says.  
She also personally selects all the bands. To run the operation, she draws on her experience 
prior to college working in bars and music venues.

CTBA Monthly Newsletter – (c) April, 2018 – Page 3 / 21



The Barn Main Stage and Gardens

Most evenings she charges no cover, relying on sales to cover the artist fees.  The Barn 
following is growing to the point where she is starting to feel comfortable charging a $5 cover 
for some of the more prominent players.  “I don’t think people mind dropping five bucks for a 
great evening of music.  It’s basically just the price of a beer or glass of wine.”

Anita is open to booking all music genres.  “It’s the diversity in the Austin music scene that is 
so exciting,” she says, “You can go from country to hard rock, from bluegrass to jazz, all in an 
evening out in Austin.”  

She hopes to attract “newbies” to The Barn by offering up new CD’s and featuring the music at 
the bar.  “Though a shuffle is cool, there’s nothing like listening to an entire CD to get the feel 
for the artist’s sound and their hard work.  Very often, my favorite track is not the leading one 
on the album at all.  There are lots of hidden treasures.”  

A former teacher, she found the bar business a bit of a challenge at the beginning. Now, as she 
settles in to the scene, she finds herself enjoying it more and more.  Her husband, Dennis, is a 
professor of geology at UT. Her son Michael manages the bar while she keeps things moving 
forward with booking the events and music.  It’s a true mom-and-pop operation.  

She notices the music keeps getting better and crowds keep growing.  She sees the trend 
continuing onward and upward.  She seems happy about that.  Anita has her eye on the long 
term – and her role in building The South West Austin Music Venue.
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Bluegrass Artists, Max Zimmet and Eddie Collins doing some 
Hot Pickin’ Bluegrass in The Barn Beer Garden.
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Jake Howard
On Shaping Your Tone With Your Body

Music is a language, and like any language you communicate it with your body.  If someone is 
speaking to you but not making eye contact and incoherently rambling on,  it can lead to a brief 
conversation. Music is similar. If you don't engage your fellow musicians with your body language
you might lose out on a positive and fulfilling musical experience. You might not only lose touch 
with your peers. You might also lose touch with your instrument. Your timing might stumble and 
your tone might suffer causing one of these “brief conversations.”

One easy way to adjust your body tone is to observe yourself when you play music with others. I 
know you can’t look at yourself (unless you have outside of body experiences, I have no insight 
with those) but try and be self aware. When trying to be self aware make sure to look at how you 
are using your body. Here are some questions to ask yourself:

Am I smiling or do I have a deadpan expression? 
Are both my feet down? 
Am I standing to one side of my body?
Am I looking up from my fret board?
Is my right hand being focused on more than my left?
Are my shoulders tense? Perhaps they get tense when my solo comes up.
Is there tension in my body?
Where am I feeling tension?
Are my shoulders parallel to each other? Maybe one is up higher than the other.
Am I hunched over your instrument?
Can I do a body diagnostic and come up with more questions.

Before we continue I want to clarify how you should answer these questions: stay away from any 
negative feedback you might give yourself. For example, if you are leaning to one side when you 
solo don’t say you have bad posture. Write down that you are doing it then make a mental note 
on what that means to you. Try to find out why you have the habit of leaning. Perhaps for you 
leaning helps get the most out of your music. Another example of positive thinking:  maybe you 
have a deadpan expression while you’re playing. Don’t tell yourself that you are a bad person for 
not smiling. Just make a note to yourself to explore that area of your body, maybe deadpan helps 
you concentrate. Maybe a quick smile or nod to another musician is your thing. Just be self 
aware!

For more about this topic,  you can look up the Alexander Technique.  Musicians use this method 
to help them express their creativity with limitless fluency. 

Thanks for tuning in to this month’s article, as always if you have questions shoot me an email.

Jake Howard, Mandolin-Singer-Songwriter
www.pageturnersmusic.com - pageturnersmusic@gmail.com 
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Carolyn Kendrick
On Motivation

Do you sometimes find it difficult to find the motivation to practice? Is playing tunes with
friends a blast, but when it comes time to practicing on your own, it’s hard to muster the 
energy? We’ve all been there, and will all be there again eventually down the road. Life 
gets crazy and if you’re not in the swing of things, it’s hard to get into a productive 
practice routine. I’ve been experimenting with different ways to combat this rut recently 
and think I’m onto something. It may be self-explanatory, but here goes: 

Be specific about what goal you want to achieve, and then make yourself accountable. Do 
you want to learn a tune every week? Find a practice buddy and write down which tunes 
you want to learn and by when. Want to jam more often? Schedule a jam, or find a pal 
you can to go to one with. You want to play a show for the first time? Book the gig first, 
then you’ll have to get the music together. If you do it the other way around- chances are 
it’ll get put on the back burner and will never happen.

Here’s one way I’m trying to do this for myself: I’ve been wanting to learn the music of 
The David Grisman Quintet more in depth for years. Darol Anger, Dawg, Tony Rice, and 
Mike Marshall are my musical heroes, and learning these tunes is endless inspiration and
fun. 

However! I know myself well enough to admit that after a long day, I rarely have the 
motivation to go the extra mile and can slack. So - I’ve made myself accountable. This 
month, on May 9th, myself and some other amazing Austin musicians (Emma Rose 
Finders, Devon Canady, Jake Howard, Gibson Davis) will be heading to Terlingua, TX to 
perform an entire evening honoring the music of the David Grisman Quintet. Now that 
the gig has been booked for a while, I can successfully say we’ve all been working out 
tails off learning this music and I’m feeling myself become a better musician in the 
process. 

If you’re interested in more info about this gig, see www.thestarlighttheatre.com. And as 
always, if you want to talk more in depth about anything fiddle-related, feel free to shoot 
me questions at my email address.

Hope this helps this find your next musical inspiration! 

Carolyn Kendrick, Fiddler-Singer-Songwriter
www.pageturnersmusic.com - carolynbkendrick@gmail.com 
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Then and Now

Banjo Picks, Silver, 
with Monograms - $199

www.etsy.com 2018

CTBA Newsletter Advertising Rates – Per Issue

Full Page $30; Half Page $15; Quarter Page $12; Eighth Page $10
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CTBA Band of the Month

The House Bluegrass Band
Tantra Coffeehouse in San Marcos

photo by Ed Seykota

Wednesday evening April 18, 2018 at Tantra Coffeehouse in San Marcos, on the outdoor
stage, the house bluegrass band (for that evening) entertains the audience with their 
high-lonesome harmonies and hard-driving banjo solos.  Left to right:  Gibson Davis on 
mandolin; Devon Canady on guitar; Jacob Roberts on bass; Matt Downing on banjo.
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Announcements and Events
For a full listing of events, see: Upcoming Events
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Hickory Hill In Concert
Mother's Day Celebration

Saturday, May 12, 2018 – 6:00 PM
(the day before Mother's Day)

Free Concert / Optional Love Offering
A flower for each mother

Refreshments after the concert

Laws Chapel United Methodist Church
4065 FM-2328, Atlanta TX 75551

903-799-6187

www.facebook.com/lawschapel
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https://www.facebook.com/events/449295682187650/ 
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RSVP:  http://evite.me/as3Cyqv8Hc
More Information:  www.seykota.com/July4  
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Bands

Band/Website Contact Phone Email Music

Black Diamond Austin Chuck Middleton (512) 203-4574 email

Blue Country Grass Ben Buchanan (512) 263-7193 email

Eddie Collins Eddie Collins (512) 873-7803 email mp3

Four Fights Per Pint Jay Littleton (512) 848-1634 email

Hot Pickin 57s Max Zimmet email listen

The Lost Pines Talia Bryce (512) 814-5134 email

Missing Tradition Diana & Dan Ost (512) 845-8749 email

One Eye Open Max Zimmet email listen

Out of the Blue Rob Lifford (512) 422-7706 email listen

The Page Turners Jake Howard (330) 701-0005 email

Pearl and the Polka Dots Rachel Bates (817) 239-5624 email

Pine Island Station Gary & Janine Carter (936) 520-2952 email

The Piney Grove Ramblers Wayne Brooks (512) 699-8282
(877) 899-8269

email

Rusty Razors  Austin Area Patrick Davis (515) 802-7438 email listen

Shawn Spiars Shawn Spiars (512) 627-3921 email
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The Sieker Band Rolf & Beate Sieker (512) 937-4496 email mp3

The Stray Bullets Bob Cartwright (512) 415-8080 email listen

Randy Collier & Grassland Leslie Collier (512) 328-0144 email

West of Waterloo  Austin & Hill 
Country

Michael Sanders (512) 673-9095 email

Wood Street Bloodhounds Oak 
Park, IL

Robert Becker (708) 714-7206 email
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Area Jams
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Our Sponsors
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The Last Lick

Name This Tune and Win 
A Genuine Martin Guitar string jacket.

Name this famous tune in which the bass plays this lick 
over and over and over and over and over.

For prize details, see the next page.

Photo Attribution: Bottesini of the English Wikipedia
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Win this Prize
Genuine Martin Guitar

string jacket

The first correct entry in the Name-The-Tune contest wins this Grand Prize.
Send entries to: CTBA@CentralTexasBluegrass.org. 

Grand Prize

A Beautiful Genuine Original Martin Guitar String Jacket.
Perfect for bronze, medium gauge “D” or “fourth” string.

Note: Prize does not include guitar string.

CTBA Monthly Newsletter – (c) April, 2018 – Page 21 / 21

mailto:CTBA@CentralTexasBluegrass.org

	Bands

