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New CTBA Board Members Announced
at the 2017 Annual Member Meeting
As noted in the October newsletter, 2018 brings with it the need for new CTBA board members. Terms
for the class of 2017 board members are coming to a close and those positions need to be filled so the
mission of the Central Texas Bluegrass Association can continue.
Board members agree to serve for two years and help direct the Association in all it’s activities, including the annual youth music scholarship award and the fund-raising events held throughout the year, in
addition to sponsoring various jams and educational events around Central Texas.
As required by the CTBA bylaws, the current board assembled a nominating committee to locate and
recommend board member nominees. This year’s nominating committee is headed by Rob Lifford with
Ken Brown, Alice Moore, and Mike Hurlbut serving on the committee.
The nominating committee sought out individuals with a desire to help promote bluegrass through the
Association and then made recommendations to the general CTBA membership for voting. Former
board president Stacy Holt created and distributed an electronic voting survey to all current CTBA
members. During October, members voted on the nominees. Results of the vote were announced at
the November 5th CTBA annual member meeting at Mercer Hall in Dripping.
The following folks take the reigns of the Association as the new Class of 2018 CTBA Board of Directors.
I was unable to get a picture of George Rios.

Gibson Davis

Michael Harberg

© 2017 Central Texas Bluegrass Association

Ed Seykota

Hunter Hollingsworth

Christian McAdams

Jon Lundbom

Current and outgoing CTBA President Jamie Stubblefield got us started by introducing the new board
members.
Many thanks go to Kitty Ledbetter (shown here with
Jamie) for being our MC this year. She did an outstanding job of keeping everything going and everyone engaged. Great job, Kitty!
And thumbs up to Nicholas Dotin, Mercer Hall proprietor and all-around terrific sound guy. Seriously
clean sound, dude!
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Steven Crow, Wimberley,
won the Stella 610 Parlor
guitar.

Leslie Collier, Austin,
won the Ovation guitar.

Jason Pratt, Austin, won
the Blueridge B-40 guitar.

During the annual meeting, CTBA held raffles for three separate guitars. Shown above are the raffle winners:

Hitting the stage first was the Silver Mine String Band
(photo by Ken Brown).

After a slight schedule adjustment and
some scurrying about, the next band to
take the Mercer stage were the Gimme
Caps with some help from Kitty on bass
(photo by Duane Calvin).
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Again, after another slight schedule adjustment, the
next band up was Grassland who got to play a welcomed extended session (photo by Ken Brown).

Next up, was the only bluegrass band I know of that
has a Viola player — The Piney Grove Ramblers.

A musical treat was the musical trio of
Canfield Mortensen Sandomirsky.
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As a transition through the afternoon of
some mighty fine pickin’, the current CTBA
board plus Ken Brown took the Mercer
stage for a couple of tunes. Speaking of
mighty fine, that Mike can really sing,
can’t he! (Photo by Duane Calvin.)

Just when you thought it couldn’t get any
better, up come the Hot Pickin 57s (photo
by Duane Calvin).

By now you should get the impression that there was a lot of bluegrass goin’ on both outside and inside
Mercer Hall. Indeed, it filled up with folks enjoying all the bands who played on stage including the fabulous
Wood & Wire who are such a treat to hear and see. They absolutely rocked it!

Photo by Duane Calvin.

Photo by Ken Brown.
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Wood and Wire doing like it was meant to be done!

Here’s another one of Wood and Wire at
Mercer Hall, just because. (Photo by Duane
Calvin.)

Plus, during the day, there was lots of jamming and relaxing outside the hall in the garden area. Seems folks
from all over came to enjoy some yummy bluegrass music from some very talented bands.
Thanks to all the current CTBA board members who worked hard to put on a fun event and especially Jason
Pratt who wrangled all the band participation and scheduling and Jamie Stubblefield for his consistent leadership and dedication to CTBA. Congratulations to the new board members and welcome to a new era of CTBA
leadership and direction.
Thanks to all the bands and to the jammers who continued to support the bluegrass tradition of sharing good
music.
And, thanks to all of you who came and enjoyed this year’s event. We couldn’t do it without you. We do appreciate your membership and support to help promote bluegrass in Central Texas.
Hey, let’s do it again next year—on our 40th birthday!
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CTBA Bands

centraltexasbluegrass.org/bands.html

Black Diamond
Chuck Middleton
512-203-4574
clydemiddleton68@gmail.com
Blue Country Grass
Ben Buchanan
512-263-7193
benbuchanan108@gmail.com
facebook.com/bluecountrygrass
Eddie Collins
Eddie Collins
512-873-7803
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@austin.rr.com
Four Fights Per Pint
Jay Littleton
512-- 848-1634
www.facebook.com/
FourFightsPerPint
bluegrassman@usa.com
Hot Pickin 57s
Max Zimmet
http://hotpickin.com/
mzimmet@austin.rr.com
The Lost Pines
Talia Bryce
512-814-5134
www.lostpinesband.com
thelostpines@gmail.com
Missing Tradition
Dan & Diana Ost
512-845-8749
music@flatlanderfolk.com

Out of the Blue
Rob Lifford
512-422-7706
www.outoftheblue.ws
rob@outoftheblue.ws
Pearl and the Polka Dots
Rachel Bates
817-239-5624
www.facebook.com/
pearlandthepolkadots
batesincowtown@aol.com
Pine Island Station
Gary & Janine Carter
936-520-2952
www.pineislandstation.com
pineislandstation@gmail.com
The Piney Grove Ramblers
Wayne Brooks
512-699-8282
877-899-8269
www.pgramblers.com
pgramblers@austin.rr.com
Randy Collier and Grassland
512-346-0999
http://tinyurl.com/y8dx3pex
The Page Turners
Jake Howard &
Carolyn Kendrick,
www.pageturnersmusic.com
jake@howardsupply.com
carolynbkendrick@gmail.com
330-701-0005

One Eye Open
Max Zimmet
www.oneeyeopenband.com
mzimmet@austin.rr.com

7

The Rusty Razors
Patrick Davis
515-802-7438
patrickshreds@gmail.com
The Sieker Band
Rolf & Beate Sieker
512-937-4496
www.siekerband.com
Shawn Spiars
Shawn Spiars
512-627-3921
www.banjohangout.org/my/
sspiars
sspiars@gmail.com
The Stray Bullets
Bob Cartwright
512-415-8080
bob.cartwright@sbcglobal.net
West of Waterloo
Austin & Hill Country
Michael Sanders
512-673-9095
m.sanders711@gmail.com
Wood Street Bloodhounds
Oak Park, IL, Robert Becker, 708
-714-7206
www.woodstreetbloodhounds.co
m
oakparkpicker@gmail.com

TIME CAPTAIN: A BLUEGRASS JOURNEY
The first bluegrass guitar lessons I ever had were
from a fellow down at Fiddler’s Green music store
in Austin by the name of Geoff Union.
It was one of the most intimidating moments of life
because I realized 1) I had no idea what I was doing
and 2) my teacher was one of the most accomplished guitar players I had ever sat next to.
But, with Geoff’s patience and help and that of others as well, I’ve come to play and appreciate bluegrass music more than I could have ever imagined.
I’m convinced we are who we are today because of the people who have been influencers in our earlier
lives.
So, when I got word that Geoff and the band Ragged Union would soon release a new CD, I knew it was
time to get an update from one of Austin’s bluegrass sons.
CTBA: Let’s take a couple of steps back in history. When did you leave Austin and where did you wind up?
GU: We moved from Austin in the fall of 2013, first to Golden, Colorado, and then later to Boulder, aka
'land of the beautiful people’ and home of some insanely strong weed. (Ed: I’m sure Geoff is referring to
how much harder it is in Boulder to mow your lawn.)
CTBA: Give us a short update of what you did in Austin as far as bluegrass is concerned (teach, play, etc.).
GU: I had the pleasure of playing in the Two High String Band from 2002-2011 or so, through all of its emanations, from quartet to trio to drums to Alan Munde. I don’t remember any of it but it was a lot of fun.
Before that I did a brief stint on upright bass with a thing called Bluegrass Drive-By, which included Scott
Biram of the Dirty Old One Man Band fame. I offered cheap therapy thinly disguised as guitar lessons at
Fiddler’s Green for a year or two before leaving Austin. About the last thing I did there bluegrass wise was
record a solo CD called Cold as Steel, which you can find on iTunes and CD Baby. It was recorded and produced by Billy Bright, in the closet behind his garage, and featured Steven Crow on bass, Mark Maniscalco
on banjo, and Ricky on fiddle.
CTBA: The band, Ragged Union, picked up there in Colorado. Who all do you have playing in the band?
GU: We didn’t start with this lineup, but are fortunate as a kid on Christmas morning to have some of the
best pickers out here with us right now: Jordan Ramsey, who won the national mandolin championship at
Winfield last year, Chris Elliott on banjo (formerly of Spring Creek), and Justin Hoffenberg on fiddle.
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CTBA: Based on your Twitter feed @raggedunionbg, y¹all seem to stay pretty busy. How is
playing in Colorado and area going? How
different is it from Texas?
GU: I’d say its going pretty good overall!
There are some differences - there’s a lot of
work for bluegrass and string bands up here lots of clubs along the Front Range and in the
mountains, and a festival under every rock
and behind every tree, just about every weekend in the summertime. One thing that is
exactly the same - when we leave the state to tour, its a long, long drive from where we live to
where we’re going. Used to be we’d drive 18 hours from Austin to play in Colorado, now we drive
the same distance to play in the Pacific Northwest or the Southeast. I’m sure there’s a gig in Wyoming somewhere; I’ll find it someday!
CTBA: Tell us about your latest trip to the UK.
GU: Well, over here we have moonshine, over there they have, on the one hand, something called
Poitin (pronounced poo TEEN) which is Irish moonshine basically. But, what we discovered on this
trip is a beverage they call Scrumpy - a home-brew apple cider drink, basically just fresh pressed apple juice left around to ferment for a while. It’s a lot different from the bottled cider like what we
have here. It’s cloudy, it smells bad, and after a few drinks, the first thing to go is your legs. But,
generally, we’ve had a great time, the audiences and promoters and everyone are super enthusiastic and interested. We played some big folk festivals over there, and the biggest English bluegrass
festival, Didmarton, which takes place on an airfield about an hour west of London. There were a
couple of really good bands, and a giant bonfire with lots of picking all night long.

INSTRUCTION FOR BANJO,
GUITAR, AND MANDOLIN
Private Lessons in North and South Austin

Eddie Collins
www.eddiecollins.biz
512-873-7803
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CTBA: Your new album, Time Captain, is out now on Apple
Music, iTunes, just about everywhere.
GU: The release date was October 27th, and it’ll be on
iTunes, or you can get an actual CD on CDBaby or at our
website, raggedunionbluegrass.com, or if you get close
enough, I’ll throw one at you.
CTBA: Where was it recorded and produced?
GU: I recorded it at my house in Boulder, using API preamps, AKG 451s and some modified Avantone and Rode
tube mics, and a 57 on the banjo. We had it mixed at
eTown studio in Boulder by James Tuttle, and took it to David Glasser’s new magical mystery mastering Airshow studio in the mountains outside Boulder.
CTBA: Who wrote what?
GU: Christina wrote a few, I collaborated on some numbers with my longtime lyric partner, Jim Harris.
Chris Elliott gave us a banjo tune, Cross Country Chimes, and we did our own version of Joe Val’s version of the old cowboy tune, Diamond Joe.
CTBA: Do you have a favorite on the album? Any vinyl?
GU: It’ll be available on CD and for download. I have a record player but we’re not doing vinyl right
now! Favorite wise, I don’t know, there’s some pretty heavy variation on this one, from the straightahead traditional sounding numbers like If You Don’t Love Me and Leaving Town, to the old-timey,
Leaving Louisville, to the progressive sounding, Rented Room. I’m pretty happy with how it all worked
out.
CTBA: I hear it gets cold up there during the winter. What do you have planned for the band as we
head into winter and spring?
GU: We’ll be in the Southeast for a 10 day tour at the end of October. We’re doing a big CD release
concert at Swallow Hill on November 11, and then heading back out to Washington and Oregon for a
week in early December. As far as next year goes we’re working on some festivals, return trips to the
NW and SE, and hopefully getting back to the UK again; its like a sore tooth, i just can’t stop messing
with it. Maybe one of these days we’ll get down to Texas, if y’all don’t wash away down there…
We can only hope and pray for no more floods, Geoff. Take a look at the Ragged Union website raggedunionbluegrass.com for the latest happenings with the band, their music, and their schedule. And
while you’re at it, grab a copy of their latest CD, Time Captain. It’ll make you smile and remember
that you don’t have to be a Time Captain to enjoy good bluegrass music, but it can’t hurt.
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AUSTIN STRING BAND FESTIVAL
The 12th Annual Austin String Band Festival took place October 20-22 at Camp Ben McCulloch in
Driftwood, TX. This annual festival is an outreach of Austin Friends of Traditional Music, a local
501(c)3 dedicated to traditional music.
The First Annual Austin String Band Festival in 2006 began as a Fall, outdoor complement to
AFTM's Midwinter Festival with the emphasis on all varieties of string bands.
This year, CTBA hosted a Saturday-afternoon bluegrass jam on the grounds. About 15 pickers and
a number of listeners gathered in Area E for some pickin’ and grinnin’.
The bluegrass pickin’ circle, shown here, brought folks from all over playing a variety of instruments, including two ukulele’s and an autoharp!
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Everyone said they had a great time pickin’ and singing with other bluegrassers and hoped we
would continue the jam at next year’s festival.

There’s something for everyone at the annual festival. Show at right is a Old time Banjo
workshop lead by Allison de Groot.

There’s even a playground for the kids!

Find out more about
AFTM and how you can
get involved at aftm.us.
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LONE STAR FEST 2018
Put on your planning hat and grab your calendar. The 2018 Lone Star Fest, sponsored by the Bluegrass
Heritage Foundation, is scheduled for Saturday, April 21, 2018, at South Oaks Church, in Arlington, TX.
The lineup so far includes:


Blue Highway



Breaking Grass



The Purple Hulls | Augusta Road



The Coleman Bros. & Lone Star Boys



Bethlehem Bluegrass Band

You can enjoy some fine bluegrass music and beautiful spring weather! Lone Star Fest is the cure for cabin
fever. Enjoy a celebration of bluegrass music with great music, jamming, friendship, and fun all under one
roof!
For all the details, including maps and ticket information, see their website at lonestarfest.com.

If you are looking for a cozy place to hear some rally good musicians, check out the Hillside House Concerts. They offer house concerts for traditional (Irish, old time, etc.), folk, and bluegrass acoustic musicians.
The next event is scheduled for December 3rd and will feather the Hot Pickin 57s bluegrass band made
up of Eddie Collins, Max Zimmet, Mike Montgomery, and Vance Hazen. I'm sure they will be playing
tunes off their new CD plus the favorites we've come to expect from this high-intensity band of bluegrass boys.
The music starts around 3:00 pm with jamming afterwards. There is no charge to attend but they do
suggest a $10 donation. To attend or for more information, send an email to Elise at musicgirl3205@gmail.com. She'll save you a seat then, about a week before the event, will send out an
email with the address and any other info you’ll need.
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FIDDLE PLAYER AND MANDO PLAYER NEEDED
The Rocky Hollow Bluegrass Gospel Band at The Worship Place Church
In Georgetown is looking for a mandolin player and a fiddle player to
join this newly forming band.
The band will play at a weekly practice and a monthly performance but
will have a flexible schedule.
All players right now are aged 55 and up, Sun City Residents, and church members but those at not
requirements, just facts for your information to help you make an informed decision.
If you are interested, contact:
Katherine Isgren
Kaisgren@aol.com
281-455-8031

Paul Newberry, Band Director
theworshipplace.org
512-869-1310

Write Here!
If you’ve ever dreamed of or had a recurring nightmare about becoming a big-city editor on one of
those yugely popular newsletters, now is your chance.
The election of new CTBA board members means several of the current board members will be ending their service to the Central Texas bluegrass community. One of those vacancies is the position of
Editor of the monthly CTBA Newsletter or, as some like to call it, the CTBA Bluegrass Bulletin.
Being editor of this newsletter doesn’t take a lot of work but it does help to be plugged in to the Central Texas bluegrass community in one way or another. You don’t have to be a picker or singer, you
don’t have to be a CTBA board member, but you do need to be a CTBA member. And, you don’t have
to expect a large salary ‘cause that ain’t happenin’. But, the rewards are invaluable.
So, if you’re interested in a volunteer position with CTBA that can be more rewarding that you’d ever
imagine, contact a board member or send a note to our current President, Jamie Stubblefield, at
president@centraltexasbluegrass.org
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CTBA Area Jams
centraltexasbluegrass.org/jams.html

AUSTIN
Every Sunday, 3 PM-??, CTBA Sunday
jam at Hill’s Café, 4700 S. Congress;
512-851-9300.
2nd and 4th Saturday, 3-5 PM, beg./
int. jam at Wildflower Terrace, 3801
Berkman Drive; Steve Mangold,
512-345-6155.
1st Thursday, 7-9 PM, beg./int. jam,
Northwest Hills area; Steve Mangold,
512-345-6155.
Every Thursday, 6-9 PM, beg./int. jam,
Texican Café, 11940 Manchaca Road;
Dave Stritzinger, 512-689-4433.
Every Tuesday, 8-10 PM, Texas Old
Time Fiddling, Scholz Garten, 1607 San
Jacinto; 512-474-1958.
BANDERA
4th Friday of each month except Good
Friday, November, and December at
Silver Sage Corral – east of Bandera.
Starts at 6 PM. For more info call
830-796-4969,
www.silversagecorral.org.
BELLVILLE
4th Sat., Texas Bluegrass Music jam/
show Jan. through September, 4pm
jam, 6:30 pm show. Coushatte Recreation Ranch, 2812 Nelius Rd. 936-6975949, coleebiller@aol.net,
www.TXBluegrassMusic.com. Plenty
of RV camping, restrooms, showers.
BLANCO
First Saturday, 2-5 PM at Buggy Barn
Museum, 1915 Hwy 281 N; contact
Deanna Dosser, 830-554-0006
2nd & 4th Sunday, 3:00-6:00 pm, Old
300 Barbecue, 318 4th St, Info: Tibby
Armke 830-660-5734.
BOERNE
2nd & 4th Thursday, 6:30-8:30, at
Electric Coffee, 215 W. Bandera
Road (Hwy 46), Info: Dave Moore,
210-846-9745,
dmboerne@gvtc.com.

FAYETTEVILLE
2nd Saturday, Fayetteville Picking
Park jam Jan.-Nov. beginning at 1:00
PM on the courthouse square.
Acoustic only.
banjobooklady@yahoo.com

LLANO
4th Saturday, 2:00 PM, jam at Fuel
Coffee House, 106 East Main St.; 325247-5272; www.fuelcoffeehouse.org

MAGNOLIA
1st Saturday, West Montgomery
County Community Development CenGARLAND
ter on Friendship Drive, 5:00 PM.
Every Saturday, Bluegrass on the
Square, March- November, between Info: Bill Ingram,
Main and State Sts. at 6th, 7:30 PM to wingram77090@gmail.com
1:00 AM.
MEDINA
2nd Tuesday, all gospel jam, 6 PM at
GLEN ROSE
First Baptist Church; contact Linda
3rd Saturday, Oakdale Park, Paluxy
River Bluegrass Association, free stage Barton, 830-589-2486.
2nd Friday, jam at 6 PM, Masonic
show, jam; and potluck Friday night
Lodge; Maude Arnold, 830-796-8422.
before. Jim Chapman 469-231-6616,
www.paluxybluegrass.com
PEARL
HOUSTON
1st Saturday: Jam all day/night, stage
show, 12:15 PM-6:15 PM; food and RV
1st Tuesday, Fuddruckers,
hookups available. Pearl Community
2040 NASA Rd 1, 281-333-1598
Center, on FM 183, 7 mi. south of
Purmela; info@pearlbluegrass.com.
JOHNSON CITY
Check website for show schedule:
3rd Saturday except in December, 2-6 www.pearlbluegrass.com
PM, jam at The Dome, 706 W. Main
St., Hwy 290 W; Charlene Crump,
ROUND ROCK
512-632-5999.
3rd Saturday, 2-5 PM except November and December, jam at Danny
Last Saturday of each month,
Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail; 5122:00 PM, Dally’s Down Under
671-8663. www.dannyraysmusic.com
9097 US-290, Johnson City. Info:
Cliff Robbins 701-770-8962 or
SAN ANTONIO
telecliff@hotmail.com
Every Monday, 6:30-8:30 PM, at The
Barbecue Station, 1610 NE Loop 410
LEAGUE CITY (BABA)
at Harry Wurzbach exit;
3rd Saturday: Jam 5:00 PM, Stage
210-824-9191.
show 6:30 PM Jan- Nov., League City
Civic Center, 300 W. Walker St. 281SCHULENBERG
636-9419. Sponsored by Bay Area
Bluegrass Association.
1st and 3rd Tuesday, 6 :00 PM, jam at
Schulenberg RV Park Community Center, 65 N. Kessler Ave. Laretta BaumLEANDER
979-743-4388,
1st Sunday, 2:00 - 4:00 PM, CTBA Be- garten,
ginner/Intermediate Bluegrass Jam, at camp@schulenbergrvpark.com
Leander Public Library, 1011 South
TOMBALL
Bagdad Road. Bob Vestal,
512-983-5031
4th Saturday, 4:00 PM, bluegrass jam
at Kleb Woods Nature Center and
Preserve, 20303 Draper Road, TomLILLIAN
2nd Saturday, 4:00 PM jam, 7:00 PM ball, 281-373-1777 or 281-910-4396.
show, First Baptist Church, $4;
Dale Brawner 97-935-4525.
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OLD SETTLERS MUSIC FESTIVAL 2018
Old Settler’s Music Festival is so excited about moving to its new permanent
home in Tilmon, Texas, southeast of Lockhart, it is kicked off discounted “AllAboard” super-early-bird camping and non-camping package sales in October —
and rolled back prices to pre-2014 levels — while adding a special rate for teens.
Tickets went on sale Oct. 25, for the 31st annual festival, which once again will
bring the finest roots music acts from North America and beyond to Central Texas
over four idyllic spring days.
Newly purchased property gives the festival a 145-acre site all its own just 20
minutes from Lockhart and less than an hour from downtown Austin, with ample
(and shuttle-free!) camping, parking, and performing spaces.
The lineup is already looking like one of the strongest yet.


The Travelin’ McCourys



Jeff Austin Band



Grateful Ball



Greensky Bluegrass



Railroad Earth and Donna the Buffalo



Balsam Range



We Banjo 3



Steve Poltz



Colter Wall



Wimberley’s own Ray Wylie Hubbard



The Deer



Front Country



Calexico



Darlingside



Grupo Fantasma player José Galeano’s side project, Galeano



flatpicking wunderkind Billy Strings



Austin blues boys the Peterson Brothers

Over 30 award-winning roots, bluegrass and Americana artists will inaugurate the festival’s three stages in 2018;
more will be announced soon
Old Settler’s has grown from a one-day bluegrass festival into a nationally renowned four-day event attracting
16,000 roots-music fans. As No Depression observed, “Old Settler’s is what a festival should be: simple, properly
sized, stocked with excellent bands, and held in an environment where it is nearly impossible not to enjoy yourself.”
The nonprofit festival has donated thousands of dollars to other nonprofit groups and funded two music scholarships. This year, it also donated $5,000 to Hurricane Harvey disaster relief efforts in Caldwell County and Central
Texas. For complete and up-to-date information about the festival, see http://oldsettlersmusicfest.org.
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Membership and Advertising Rates
Join the CTBA: www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html

Memberships

Advertising rates

Individual

$25

Ad size

Price

Band

$35

Full page

$30

Student

$15

1/2 page

$15

Family

$35

1/4 page

$12

Business

$50

1/8 page

$10

Lifetime

$300

Take $5 off the advertising rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of
the month. Advertisers assume liability for ad content and any claims arising therefrom. Send ad copy
as .jpg, .png, .docx, or .pdf file to ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org and send payment to:

Merchandise
ATTN: Treasurer
Central Texas Bluegrass Association
Box 9816
Austin, Texas 78766-9816

Compilation CD of member bands, vol 2

$10

CTBA logo T-shirt (black, white, orange)

$15

Earl Scruggs design T-shirt

$20

Mona Lisa design T-shirt

$20

Join today. Help keep bluegrass
going strong in Central Texas!
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NEW WORLD DELI OCTOBER BRUSH WITH GREATNESS
The New World Deli Open Mic is the place to
be for hot-pickin’ bluegrass on the second
Thursday of each month. And, October was no
exception. Host Eddie Collins always has an
accomplished guest musician to feature at the
beginning of the evening. Then, as the music
warms up, various, and often loosely-based,
bands get to come on stage for a couple of
songs.
Shown at left are the Gimme Caps (Steve Curtis
-mando, Earl Richards-fiddle, and Bob Vestalguitar) playing with October’s guest, Alan Munde on banjo. Clearly, an exciting experience, at least for the Gimme
Caps!

Here, are past and present members of the PG Ramblers band
(Richard Somers-mando, Eddie
Collins-guitar, Gloria Brayshawbass, Wayne Brooks-guitar, Elise
Bright-fiddle) pickin’ with Alan
Munde-banjo.

Shown here playing a couple
of tunes with Alan on banjo
are Max Zimmet-mando, Jon
Lundbom-guitar, Kitty
Ledbetter-bass, and Eddie
Collins-banjo.
Wow, two hot-pickin’ banjos
at once. It’s a wonder the
place didn’t explode!
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The Central Texas Bluegrass newsletter is published monthly by the Central Texas Bluegrass Association (CTBA), a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt Texas
nonprofit corporation. Contributions are deductible as charitable and educational donations. Work published in this newsletter is used by permission of the writers, artists, photographers, and contributors, who retain
all copyrights.

Organization
Serving the Central Texas
Bluegrass community since
1978.

Jamie Stubblefield, president
Jason Pratt, vice president

Sam Dunn, board member

Central Texas Bluegrass Association

Mike Hurlbut, membership chair

P. O. Box 9816

Nan Hurlbut, secretary

Austin, TX 78766-9816

Alice Moore, board member
Lenny Nichols, treasurer

www.centraltexasbluegrass.org

Bob Vestal, editor
Cheryl Waggoner, board member
Jim Wiederhold, board member
Jeff White, webmaster

All photos this issue by bob vestal unless otherwise noted.
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PA R T I N G S H OTS
Seems these fellers were wandering
across South Congress Avenue here
awhile back and darned if they didn’t
stumble in to producing a brand new CD.
That guy in the black car raised a rather
lengthy finger to show his approval of
both the boys sauntering style as well as
their new CD.
Finally identified as local bluegrass dynamos the Hot Pickin’ 57s, one of the
groups was heard to say, “We're pretty
excited to announce our debut CD . Available on our website (hotpickin.com/music), CD Baby, and soon digitally in all the usual places. It'd be awesome if you'd order your copy today! Thanks for all your support.”
Keep your eyes and ears open for the upcoming CD release event, coming soon! Photo by Lisa Rich Photos.

The first Central Texas 5-String Forum
on Oct 15th was a success by all
standards! There were 18 attendees
which was all our small apartment
could handle.
Shawn Spiars gave a fine talk on playing the banjo in a band format. His
talk included backing up vocalists,
other instruments as well as playing
lead. He also discussed differences in
playing a Bluegrass band versus playing in a Country band.
Jerry Rabun gave a detailed presenta- The inaugural Central Texas 5-String Forum attendees. Photo by Jason Pratt
tion on his vertical grained banjo
bridge designs. He also answered questions on banjo setup, head tightening, and other adjustments.
The inspiring presentation by Alan Munde focused on the career and playing style of Allen Shelton, known as
the banjo picker for Jim and Jesse. Alan played several tunes featuring Allen’s famous Shelton Bounce. These
were described in detail with handouts.
We jammed afterwards for an hour or two; yes, there were a few other instruments besides banjos! A fine
time was had by one and all. There was positive feedback from everyone and we plan on holding the next
forum in late January.
Details of next forum location and date will come out soon. — Chuck Middleton
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