
  

 

Camp Bluegrass 2017 is com-
ing: July 16-21, at South 
Plains College in Levelland, 
located 30 miles West of Lub-
bock.  

This year we will be cele-
brating the music of Blue-
grass Hall of Fame members, 
Sonny and Bob, the Osborne 
Brothers. Check out their 
many great recordings and 
videos on YouTube.  

Bill Evans has worked with 
Sonny on many camps and an 
instructional video and can 
offer his insights into their 
award winning vocal style 
and Sonny's highly personal 
banjo approach.  

Steve Smith and Nate Lee will 
offer their view of Bobby's 
mandolin stylings.  

DeDe Wyland will show us all 
how they organized their 
ground breaking vocal har-
monies.  Can't wait?  Neither 
can I.  

In addition to a faculty con-

Camp bluegrass 2017 
Paula and Alan Carr—Camp Bluegrass Directors  

C E N T R A L  

  

 A S S O C I A T I O N  

March 2017 Volume 39, Number 3 

Member IBMA 

© 2017 Central Texas Bluegrass Association 

cert each evening, they will 
offer and all Osborne Broth-
ers concert to honor Sonny 
and Bob's career. 

The faculty concerts are 
some of the best music I 
have ever heard or had the 
privilege to participate in. 

Looking forward to having 
Becky Buller for her first 
time at the Camp,  Jim 
Hurst returning after sever-
al years absence with Anne 
Luna, Jimmy Heffernan, 
Gerald Jones, Tim May, El-
liott Rogers, Beth Mead, 
Matt Quick, and Chris Sand-
ers all returning with their 
considerable talent for per-
forming and teaching. 

The faculty for 2017 is: 

Banjo - Alan Munde, Bill Ev-
ans, Gerald Jones, Ned Lu-
berecki 

Mandolin - Steve Smith, 
Nate Lee 

Fiddle - Becky Buller 

Songwriting - Chris Sanders, 
Elliott Rogers 

Vocal - DeDe Wyland 

Bass - Anne Luna 

Guitar - Tim May, Elliott 
Rogers, Jim Hurst 

Dobro - Jimmy Heffernan 

Slow Jam  - Beth Mead 

Matt Quick - Sound 

Chris Sanders - Songwriting 

Special events are planned 
including several presenta-
tions exploring the history 
of and performing style of 
the Osborne Brothers.  

Afternoon songwriting ses-
sions with Chris Sanders 
and Elliott Rogers, nightly 
slow jams with Beth Mead, 
and a sound reinforcement 
workshop with Matt Quick.  

Check out our new website 
for a complete list of the 
week's activities: 
www.campbluegrass.com. 

http://www.campbluegrass.com
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Don’t forget that Rodeo Austin is March 11-25 off Decker Lake Road in Austin. 

Besides all the fun involved in the rodeo, you have the opportunity to hear Max Zimmet & Hot 
Pickin Bluegrass on Tuesday afternoon, March 21st, 3:00-4:30 pm. 

The band of pickers for this event includes 

 Eddie Collins 

 Max Zimmet 

 Eddie Dickerson (sitting in for Michael Montgomery) 

 Kyle Clayton (sitting in for Vance Hazen) 

The stage address is 7311 Decker Lake Road, Austin, 78724. 

Complete info is available at rodeoaustin.com. 

2 0 17 

INSTRUCTION FOR BANJO, 

GUITAR, AND MANDOLIN 

Private Lessons in North and South Austin 

Eddie Collins 

www.eddiecollins.biz 

512-873-7803 

We got word that the monthly Jam in Dripping 
Springs will be moving to Dally's Down Under. 

That jam is held the last Saturday of the month at 
2:00 pm. 

Dally's Down Under, www.dallysdownunder.com, is 
located at 9097 Route 290, 
Johnson City, TX  78636. 

The have a YUGE and gorgeous fireplace but, know-
ing winters in Texas, it may not be necessary. 

For info about the jam, call Cliff Robbins at 701-770-
8962 or email telecliff@hotmail.com. 

D R IP PI NG  J AM  M OV ES 

You know it’s right around the corner and this is the 
one you don’t want to miss. 

It’s the 30th anniversary of The Old Settler’s Music 
Festival in Driftwood, TX, next month—April 20-23 at 
Camp Ben McCulloch and Salt Lick Pavilion. 

Do it now:  oldsettlersmusicfest.org. 

http://rodeoaustin.com
http://www.dallysdownunder.com
http://oldsettlersmusicfest.org
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Better Late Than Never 
Austin/Round Rock 
Duane Calvin 
512-835-0342 
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.com 
 
Black Diamond 
Austin 
Chuck Middleton 
512-203-4574 
clydemiddleton68@gmail.com 
 
Eddie Collins 
Eddie Collins 
512-873-7803 
www.eddiecollins.biz 
tuneman@austin.rr.com 
 
Four Fights Per Pint 
Jay Littleton 
512-- 848-1634 
www.facebook.com/
FourFightsPerPint 
bluegrassman@usa.com 
 
The Lost Pines 
Talia Bryce 
512-814-5134 
www.lostpinesband.com 
thelostpines@gmail.com 
 
Max Zimmet & Hot Pickin 
Bluegrass 
Max Zimmet 
www.maxzimmethotpickinblue
grass.com 
mzimmet@austin.rr.com 
 

Missing Tradition 
Dan & Diana Ost 
512-845-8749 
music@flatlanderfolk.com 
 
One Eye Open 
Max Zimmet 
www.oneeyeopenband.com 
mzimmet@austin.rr.com 
 
Out of the Blue 
Rob Lifford 
512-422-7706 
www.outoftheblue.ws 
rob@outoftheblue.ws 
 
Pearl and the Polka Dots 
Rachel Bates 
817-239-5624 
www.facebook.com/
pearlandthepolkadots 
batesincowtown@aol.com 
 
Pine Island Station 
Gary & Janine Carter 
936-520-2952 
ww.pineislandstation.com 
pineislandstation@gmail.com 
 
The Piney Grove 
Ramblers 
Wayne Brooks 
512-699-8282 
877-899-8269 
www.pgramblers.com 
pgramblers@austin.rr.com 

CTBA  Bands 
centraltexasbluegrass.org/bands.html 

The Rusty Razors 
Patrick Davis 
515-802-7438 
patrickshreds@gmail.com 
 
The Sieker Band 
Rolf & Beate Sieker 
512-937-4496 
siekerband.com 
 
Shawn Spiars 
Shawn Spiars 
512-627-3921 
www.banjohangout.org/my/
sspiars 
sspiars@gmail.com 
 
The Texas Honeybees 
Leslie Collier 
512-328-0144 
lesliecollier1@yahoo.com 
 
West of Waterloo 
Austin & Hill Country 
Michael Sanders 
512-673-9095 
m.sanders711@gmail.com 
 
Wood Street 
Bloodhounds 
Oak Park, IL 
Robert Becker 
708-714-7206 
woodstreetbloodhounds.com 
oakparkpicker@gmail.com 

Farmgrass Fest '17 will take place on May 12-13 at the Simmons Family Farm, 

100 Simmons Family Farm Road just off of Holz Rd. (CR 224), south of Niederwald, 

TX. 

This year's lineup includes some veterans of past Farmgrass Fest's and some exciting 

new acts!  

All you need to know can be found at www.farmgrass.org. 
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Like last month, I’m sharing anoth-
er transcription made from listen-
ing to the playing of Kenny Baker. 

This month’s tune is “Jerusalem 
Ridge”, written by Bill Monroe. 

In many accounts, Kenny Baker 
collaborated in no small measure 
in the creation of this tune. 

“Jerusalem Ridge” is in the key of 
Am and has a very modal sound, 
arising from its minor key as well 
as being “crooked”--that is, having 
occasional measures of two beats, 
rather than four.  

It is a great tune to have in your 
repertoire, but a bit challenging to 
learn. 

S O ME  N OT ES  A BO UT  JE R US AL EM  R ID GE 
B Y  E A R L  R I C H A R D S  

It has four parts of varying 
lengths. In my transcription, I 
have expanded out the fourth 
part (on the second page of the 
transcription) instead of using re-
peat marks.  

This allowed me to capture the 
one measure (measure 49) that 
has a variation on the second 
time played.  

I’ve marked that measure with 
the phrase “only measure that 
differs.” 

I hope this mandolin transcription 
will be of some use to anyone 
wishing to learn this wonderful 
classic tune. 

http://bluegrassheritage.org/
http://countryguitaronline.com/
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On Feb. 21st, the community of 

Manchaca and our Central Texas 

Bluegrass Association family lost 

one of its bright stars, Clarence Vo-

gel. 

Clarence was born June 7, 1928, to 

Alouis F. Vogel and Josephine The-

resa Fey Vogel at home in Bexar 

County, Texas, and raised on the 

outskirts of San Antonio. .  

In 1949, after his dad’s death, Clar-

ence took over his father’s business 

(4-Points) off of US 90 East in San 

Antonio. It was there in 1952 that 

he met the love of his life, Betty.  

Clarence and Betty raised their six 

children in Manchaca and became 

active in the communities of 

Manchaca, south Austin, Buda, & 

Kyle. So, when their garage caught 

fire in 1968, and there was no fire 

department around to help out, it 

was only natural for Clarence to 

pair up with a Commissioner and 

others to organize the Manchaca 

Volunteer Fire Department. Clar-

ence was President of the Mancha-

ca Volunteer Fire Department from 

its formation until 2002, when he 

finally stepped down. He was also 

Vice-President of Travis County 

ESD #5, which supports the fire 

department today.  

One of the most iconic things with 

which Clarence has become con-

nected over the years is the 

Manchaca Firehall Kitchen. In 1981, 

the local volunteer fire department 

in Manchaca needed money to pay 

for its buildings and trucks. They 

could get the loans, but they didn't 

have a good way to pay the loans 

off. 

The property on which the Mancha-

ca Firehall Kitchen was located was 

the site of the original Manchaca 

Volunteer Fire Department's station. 

The trucks were housed in the gar-

age out back. According to Betty, 

they initially put up the community 

center on the site “just like a barn 

raisin'“, using a fire department build-

ing design. Fire department calls 

were taken inside the community 

center, in a small office with radio 

equipment -- the dispatch center. 

But, bake sales were not going to 

help them pay off their loans for a 

very long time, so the fire chief at the 

time, Clarence Vogel, suggested that 

they build a commercial-level kitchen 

in the new community center and 

operate a restaurant out of it. The 

proceeds from the restaurant would 

support the continued operation of 

the restaurant and the extra would 

help the volunteer fire department 

pay off its loans. And, so, the 

Manchaca Firehall Kitchen was born, 

and it was a success. 

The restaurant was open from 5am 

until 10pm every weekday, and the 

community center was available for 

rent to anyone in the community, 

along with the two county pavilions 

just to the west of the Firehall, which 

the county trusted Clarence to rent 

for them, as well. The sites saw 

many meetings of the Manchaca 

Optimist Club, weddings, quin-

ceaneras, political rallies, CTBA 

workshops, and more. If you needed 

a space for a large gathering, you 

talked to Clarence. If you needed an 

area for a small meeting or to teach 

a lesson, Clarence was amenable – 

just don’t disturb the other custom-

ers. 

The site was a center of activity for 

decades, and “the” source for great 

holiday pies and cakes.. (Clarence 

made the very best pies from 

scratch.) The holiday pie list 

was so long, you had to order 

early or you might not be able 

to get on.  

Many in Manchaca stopped off 

at the restaurant in the morn-

ing for breakfast before going 

to work, and many took the 

family out to the Firehall for 

dinner, but the best, most pop-

ulous, night was the Friday 

night fish fry. 

Clarence also operated a ca-

tering service, the Food Cater-

ing Specialists, which was sep-

arate from the Firehall kitch-

en’s operation, and on Friday 

nights, he pulled one of his 

catering trailers around and 

produced an all-you-can-eat 

fried catfish dinner that was 

the "thing to do" on Friday 

night in Manchaca.  

It should be noted that none of 

this would have been possible 

without the strong support of 

Clarence's family, who helped 

with the family businesses, 

and who helped with the Fire-

hall's operation. And, in the 

1980s, it was not uncommon 

for the local volunteer fire fight-

ers to help with the Firehall 

operation, as well. You might 

give your food order to a fire-

man in uniform or they might 

be clearing the tables. They 

helped where they could, just 

as the Firehall was helping 

C L AR EN CE  V OG EL 
J U N E  7 ,  1 9 2 8  -  F E B R U A R Y  2 1 ,  2 0 1 7  
B Y  C A R A  C O O K E  
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them, all the while waiting for the 

call to be a fire fighter or provide 

EMS services. 

By the late 1980s, the Firehall 

had produced enough money for 

the Fire Department to hold a 

"mortgage burning" party and the 

Manchaca Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment was "in the black" - all be-

cause of the hard work by every-

one, including the Vogels and the 

Manchaca Firehall Kitchen.  

On Fridays, the fish fry was only 

part of the package. Buck Bu-

chanan and Mark Johnson, a 

medical student local to the area 

at the time, worked with Clarence 

to start a CTBA bluegrass jam at 

the Firehall. It didn't take long 

before the attraction to the Fire-

hall on Fridays was not just the 

fish fry and the crowd continued 

to grow. 

In time, as the crowd grew, Clar-

ence asked Buck to create a 

band for the fish fry Fridays, and 

let the jam play in another room. 

Out of this, the band, the 

"Manchaca All Stars", was born. 

The "All Stars" would play for the 

customers, while the jam played 

in another room so that it would 

not be disturbed by the sound 

system. Eaters could attend ei-

ther. "All the stars that didn't need 

to be somewhere else that night." 

was Buck's explanation for who 

the "Manchaca All Stars" were. 

With the fish fry and band in full 

swing, the crowd lined up through 

the Firehall and out the door, zig-

zagging through the parking lot, 

and then across the street into 

the McCoy's Lumber parking lot 

on the south side of FM 1626 to 

enjoy the Friday night fish fry and 

bluegrass. The building and the 

pavilions were typically full and 

parking was a challenge. Alt-

hough closed at the time, even the 

McCoy's parking lot would fill.  

In time, the reputation of the ven-

ue grew beyond the local borders. 

The Manchaca All Stars, and the 

many bands that grew out of them, 

played for more and more audi-

ences and brought attention to the 

venue. Travelers would come 

through and then take the 

knowledge with them to other RV 

parks to come visit Manchaca on a 

Friday night for great food and 

music. It got visitors from all over 

the country.  

The fire department had expanded 

its operation widely across the 

area and that old original location 

was now too central to be useful 

for the main fire department oper-

ations, so the old location was little 

used by the fire department except 

to store the oldest of the fire trucks 

in the garage in the back. 

Still, the Manchaca Firehall Kitch-

en remained an important part of 

the local community activity, cele-

brating birthdays and anniver-

saries and posting important com-

munity messages on the signs out 

front, renting out the facility and 

the pavilions, and serving the 

community in general as the Fire-

hall Kitchen. 

But, in time, no one knew if the 

operation was still going and at-

tendance fell off, returned, and fell 

off again. The end finally came as 

Clarence entered his 80s, and the 

county asked him to cease the 

operation and leave the location. 

Today, not much really happens at 

the Manchaca Firehall or the 

county pavilions any more -- just 

an occasional event, like a meet-

ing of the cowboy church or a sale 

of some sort. 

The Manchaca Firehall Kitchen, 

once a major supporter of the local 

community and a destination for 

travelers from all over the country, 

now mostly lays idle -- a quiet build-

ing in the S-curve of FM 1626. 

Throughout the years, Clarence 

has been honored with many varie-

ties of recognitions for his works, 

including some from the Texas Leg-

islature, Governors Perry, Bush, & 

Ann Richards, Senator Kay Bailey 

Hutchinson, Congressman J. Jake 

Pickle, Commissioner Gerald 

Daugherty, the FFA, the Ben Hur 

Shrine Temple, and a long list of 

others from schools to the Optimist 

Club and so much more. The two 

county pavilions next to the 

“Firehall” were dedicated by the 

county commissioners as the Clar-

ence Vogel Pavilions in honor of his 

service overall to the community.  

After closing the Manchaca Firehall 

Kitchen, Clarence continued to run 

his catering business with his son, 

David Vogel, who eventually took it 

over. Friday night catfish and blue-

grass continued for a time at differ-

ent locations from Creedmoor to 

Manchaca. Finally, Clarence could 

really retire and enjoy what had 

been built. 

By the time you read this, Clarence 

has found his final resting place on 

earth at the Onion Creek Memorial 

Park. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-

butions can be made in Clarence 

Vogel’s name to:  

The Texas Ranger Association 

Foundation at 104 Texas Ranger 

Trail, Waco. 78706 

(thetexasrangers.org/contribution-

form.html)  or the Manchaca VFW 

Post 3377, 12921 Lowden Ln, 

Manchaca, TX 78652. 

http://thetexasrangers.org/contribution-form.html
http://thetexasrangers.org/contribution-form.html


12 

 



13 

 

Membership and Advertising Rates 

Join the CTBA:  www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html 

 

 

 Memberships      Advertising rates 
 

 Individual $25     Ad size  Price 

 Band  $35     Full page $30 

 Student  $15     1/2 page $15 

 Family  $35     1/4 page $12 

 Business $50     1/8 page $10 

 Lifetime $300 
 

Take $5 off the advertising rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of 

the month. Advertisers assume liability for ad content and any claims arising therefrom. Send ad copy 

as .jpg, .png, .docx, or .pdf file to ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org and send payment to: 

 

 ATTN: Treasurer 

 Central Texas Bluegrass Association 

 Box 9816 

 Austin, Texas 78766-9816 

Merchandise 

Compilation CD of member bands, vol 2 $10 

CTBA logo T-shirt (black, white, orange) $15 

Earl Scruggs design T-shirt   $20 

Mona Lisa design T-shirt   $20 

Join today. Help keep bluegrass 

going strong in Central Texas! 

mailto:ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org
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CTBA Area Jams 
centraltexasbluegrass.org/jams.html 

 
AUSTIN 
Every Sunday, 3 PM-??, CTBA Sunday 
jam at Hill’s Café, 4700 S. Congress;    
512-851-9300. 
 
2nd and 4th Saturday, 3-5 PM, beg./
int. jam at Wildflower Terrace, 3801 
Berkman Drive; Steve Mangold, 
512-345-6155. 
 
1st and 3rd Thursday, 7-9 PM, beg./
int. jam, Northwest Hills area; Steve 
Mangold, 512= 345-6155. 
 
Every Thursday, 6-9 PM, beg./int. jam, 
Texican Café, 11940 Manchaca Road; 
Dave Stritzinger, 512-689-4433. 
 
2nd Thursday, bluegrass jam at Texas 
Barber Services, 2301 E. Riverside Dr, 
#400A; Kurt Phillips, 512-330-4895. 
 
Every Tuesday, 8-10 PM, Texas Old 
Time Fiddling, Scholz Garten, 1607 San 
Jacinto; 512-474-1958. 
 
BANDERA 
4th Friday of each month except Good 
Friday, November, and December at 
Silver Sage Corral – east of Bandera. 
Starts at 6 PM. For more info call  
830-796-4969, silversagecorral.org. 
 
BELLVILLE 
Texas Bluegrass Music jam/show Jan. 
through September,  4th Sat; 4pm 
jam, 6:30 pm show. Coushatte Recrea-
tion Ranch, 2812 Nelius Rd.   936-697-
5949, coleebiller@aol.net, 
www.TXBluegrassMusic.com. Plenty 
of RV camping, restrooms, showers. 
 
BLANCO 
First Saturday, 2-5 PM at Buggy Barn 
Museum, 1915 Hwy 281 N; contact 
Deanna Dosser, 830-554-0006 
 
2nd & 4th Sunday, 3:00-6:00 pm, Old 
300 Barbecue, 318 4th St,  Info: Tibby 
Armke 830-660-5734.  
 
FAYETTEVILLE 
2nd Saturday, Fayetteville Picking 
Park jam Jan.-Nov. beginning at 1:00 
PM on the courthouse square. Acous-
tic only.  
banjobooklady@yahoo.com 

 
GARLAND 
Every Saturday, Bluegrass on the 
Square,  March- November, between 
Main and State Sts. at 6th, 7:30 PM to 
1:00 AM. 
 
GLEN ROSE 
3rd Saturday, Oakdale Park, Paluxy 
River Bluegrass Association, free stage 
show, jam; and potluck Friday night 
before. Jim Chapman 469-231-6616, 
www.paluxybluegrass.com 
 
HOUSTON 
1st Tuesday, Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA 
Rd 1, 281-333-1598 
 
JOHNSON CITY 
3rd Saturday except in December, 2-6 
PM, jam at The Dome, 706 W. Main 
St., Hwy 290 W; Charlene Crump, 
512-632-5999. 
 
Last Saturday of each month 
2:00 PM, Dally’s Down Under 
9097 US-290, Johnson City, TX. Info: 
Cliff Robbins 701-770-8962 or 
telecliff@hotmail.com 
 
LEAGUE CITY (BABA) 
3rd Saturday: Jam 5:00 PM, Stage 
show 6:30 PM Jan- Nov., League City 
Civic Center, 300 W. Walker St. 281-
636-9419. Sponsored by Bay Area 
Bluegrass Association. 
 
LEANDER 
1st Sunday, 2:00 - 4:00 PM, CTBA Be-
ginner/Intermediate Bluegrass Jam, at 
Leander Public Library, 1011 South 
Bagdad Road. Bob Vestal, 
 512-983-5031 
 
LILLIAN 
2nd Saturday, 4:00 PM jam, 7:00 PM 
show, First Baptist Church, $4; 
Dale Brawner 97-935-4525. 
 
LLANO 
4th Saturday, 2:00 PM, jam at Fuel 
Coffee House, 106 East Main St.; 325-
247-5272; www.fuelcoffeehouse.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAGNOLIA 
1st Saturday, West Montgomery 
County Community Development Cen-
ter on Friendship Drive, 5:00 PM. Info: 
Bill Ingram, 
wingram77090@gmail.com 
 
MEDINA 
2nd Tuesday, all gospel jam, 6 PM at 
First Baptist Church; contact Linda 
Barton, 830-589-2486. 
2nd Friday, jam at 6 PM, Masonic 
Lodge; Maude Arnold, 830-796-8422. 
 
PEARL 
1st Saturday: Jam all day/night,  stage 
show, 12:15 PM-6:15 PM; food and RV 
hookups available. Pearl Community 
Center, on FM 183, 7 mi. south of 
Purmela; info@pearlbluegrass.com. 
Check website for show schedule: 
www.pearlbluegrass.com 
 
ROUND ROCK 
3rd Saturday, 2-5 PM except Novem-
ber and December, jam at Danny 
Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail; 512-
671-8663. www.dannyraysmusic.com 
 
SAN ANTONIO 
Every Monday, 6:30-8:30 PM, at The 
Barbecue Station, 1610 NE Loop 410 
at Harry Wurzbach exit; 210-824-
9191. 
 
SCHULENBERG 
1st and 3rd Tuesday, 6 :00 PM, jam at 
Schulenberg RV Park Community Cen-
ter, 65 N. Kessler Ave. Laretta Baum-
garten, 
979-743-4388, 
camp@schulenbergrvpark.com 
 
TOMBALL 
4th Saturday, 4:00 PM, bluegrass jam 
at Kleb Woods Nature Center and 
Preserve, 20303  Draper Road, Tom-
ball, 
281-373-1777 or 281-910-4396. 

http://centraltexasbluegrass.org/jams.html
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N E W WO RL D DE LI  O PEN  MI C  

One of the first things I did as a newcomer 
to the Austin-area bluegrass scene was to 
start going to the open mic at the New 
World Deli on Guadalupe Street in Austin. 
 
That’s where I found the bluegrass commu-
nity at its roots; a welcoming bunch of folks 
who gathered once a month to do one 
thing—enjoy bluegrass music together. 
 
It all started in May of 2011 when, well, I’ll 
let Eddie Collins, Master of Ceremonies and 
Grand Poobah of the open mic, tell you… 
 
“They were wanting to try  bluegrass 
at the NWD. They didn't have much luck 
with the first couple of bands as far as draw-
ing crowds. Tom Duplissey suggested me. I 
didn't have a steady band at the time that 
could do it. The "A" List Players pretty much 
just played our monthly gig at Artz and pri-
vate  parties. 
 
I seem to have a knack for emceeing things 
and I know lots of  folks who would make 
great "special guests," so I just took the idea 
and ran with it. It was so successful, they 
wanted to do it weekly, but I wanted to keep 
it special by doing it just once a month.” 
 
Who was the open mic for? “Right from the 
get go it was for both experienced players 
and those working up new tunes and per-
forming them for the first time. A lot of blue-
grass pickers have had their first public per-
formance experience at the open mic. Play-
ers have met other players and formed 
groups.  
 
Anyone who goes regularly has seen great 
progress in the performances of many of 
those folks. I always tell the folks to come up 
with a name for their group,  so now folks 
like The Gimmie Caps, The Mopac Travelers, 
Hill Country  Harmonizers, Black Diamond, 
and others are regular performers.  
 
Our youngest performer has been 4 years 
old and we've had several in their 80s. Along 
with the novices, we've had legendary blue-
grass pickers , such as Alan Munde and Peter 
Rowan, show up and play as well.  

 
Pickers from around the country have 
heard of it and make a point of show-
ing up. I already know we'll have a 
guest Dobro player from North Caroli-
na at the one on March 9th. 
 
I also have to give a shout out to Jerry 
Rabun. No one has supported this 
event more than him. He has donated 
microphones and volunteered to keep 
all the equipment working over there. 
He is another performer that you can 
see the tremendous amount of pro-
gress he has made.” 
 
When is the NWD open mic? “It's al-
ways the second Thursday of each 
month. I have talked (the NWD folks) 
into starting it at 6:30, since us blue-
grassers seem to be an early crowd. 
Every now and then there'll be a 
month that we take off due to my trav-
el schedule. There won't be one in the 
month of April.” 

 
The weather is good, the food is 
yummy, the music is great, and 
the people are the best.  
 
Thanks to Eddie for all his hard 
work putting the open mic to-
gether each month, to Jerry for 
ensuring the sound is right, and 
to all the pickers and grinners 
who make it all a very special 
event. 
 
And, thanks to Duane Calvin for 
contributing these two pictures 
from the February open mic. 
 
The only thing missing from the 
open mic is you. So, make it a 
date to come pick a tune, listen 
to the tunes, enjoy those deli-
cious french fries, and have a 
great time at the next New World 
Deli open mic. 
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In case you’re wondering, the jam at the at Fuel 

Coffee House in Llano is going strong. Here are 

a couple of pictures from Mr. Photo himself, 

Ken Brown.  

The jam takes place on the 4th Saturday of 

each month and runs from 2:00—5:00 pm. 

For more info, check out the CTBA Jam page 

centraltexasbluegrass.org/jams.html or contact 

info@bluegrassinthehillcountry.org. 

Next time you’re out that direction, stop by for 

a good cup ‘o joe and some mighty tasty pick-

in’. 

For those who have followed the Texas Ol-

de Tyme Bluegrass Band over the years, 

they wanted to remind / let you know that 

bluegrass jamming is alive and well in Mag-

nolia, TX on the first Saturday of every 

month.  

The jam is at the usual place - The West 

Montgomery County Community Develop-

ment Center on Friendship Drive in Magno-

lia. The jam starts at 5:00 PM and goes until 

the last note is picked. 

Email Bill Ingram at 

wingram77090@gmail.com for info. 

While the formal stage show has been dis-

continued, the jamming is better than ever. 

So, if you play, or like to listen to, bluegrass 

and classic country, y'all come. 

The Lubbock jam will be held Friday, March 

3rd at Carillon Senior Community, 4002 16th 

St. in Lubbock at 6:00 p.m. Notice that’s a 

new time. 

They will be playing in the room above the 
lobby.  

You can go through the lobby to the eleva-
tors, up to the 2nd floor, then back to the 
large room over the lobby. 

Park anywhere except under the covered 
awnings. 

Google Map link 

For more information call or text David, 806-
787-6963 or david@pricegroupinc.com. 

J A M UP DA TE S  

http://centraltexasbluegrass.org/jams.html
http://dmanalytics1.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2Fmaps%2FZRpqm1E5yjH2&i=1&d=iwjXSJbCRNemvvT7CIfmpg&e=ctba%40centraltexasbluegrass.org&a=D91K3fkxSdGsUpmNnbWe1g
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