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RayFest 2016: No Rain, But the Mule Is a 
Bit Rusty 
 

D espite the ever-present threat of rain, the third CTBA RayFest unfolded on Sunday, May 

22, at the Rusty Mule out on Highway 290, past the Y at Oak Hill. This event is well on 

its way to becoming an annual 

CTBA tradition, and like last year, 

handily escaped being shut down 

by the rain, even though there was a 

brief shower at one point during the 

afternoon. RayFest is a tribute to 

the life and musical contributions 

of longtime CTBA member Ray 

Cargo. 

 

All this took place in the back yard 

of the Rusty Mule, a relatively new 

Highway 290 roadhouse with a 

large expanse of dirt, a raised stage, 

scattered tall trees, and several food 

trailers scattered strategically 

around. I don’t have a head count, 

but it looked to me like there were 

at least as many folks in attendance 

as we had last year at Hill’s Café. 

 

Four bands played. Max Zimmet 

and friends started the proceedings. 

Tom Duplissey came up from 

Fayetteville and had Kevin Wil-

lette, Eddie (continued on page 4)     
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Jamie Stubblefield, president 

Jason Pratt, vice president     Central Texas Bluegrass Association 

        Box 9816 

Sam Dunn, board member     Austin, Texas 78766 

Mike Hurlbut, membership chair       

Nan Hurlbut, board member     www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/ 

Alice Moore, secretary  

Lenny Nichols, treasurer     Jeff White, webmaster 

Tim Towell, board member     Ken Brown, hapless newsletter editor 

Bob Vestal, board member 

June birthdays: Tina Adair , Eddie Adcock, Kenny Baker , Bob Black; Evelyn, Willard, and Su-

zanne Cox;  Hazel Dickens, Lester Flatt, James Price, Tony Rice, Bobby Slone, Dan Tyminski, Joe 

Val, Frank Wakefield. 

 

From the historical photo archive: Bill Monroe at Armadillo World Headquarters, 

Austin; November 19, 1980. Photo by K. Brown. 
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Elliott Rogers, Tom Ellis, Tim Wilson and Shawn Spiars talking instead of picking. 

What’s up with that? Photo by K. Brown. 

The audience takes it all in at the Rusty Mule. Trees and dirt make it seem like a real 

bluegrass festival. Mike Stroup runs the sound. Photo by K. Brown. 
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Max Zimmet and friends (including Mike Montgomery and Eddie Collins) at RayFest. Photo by Bob 

Vestal. 

Collins, Gary Mortensen and Lenny Nichols helping him. Randy Collier’s Texas Honeybees 

played next, and Jeff Robertson closed out the show with an ersatz version of Robertson Coun-

ty Line that included Sawn Spiars on banjo, Tim Wilson on mando, and Tom Ellis on bass. Mike 

Stroup provided the sound engineering. Mike and Nan Hurlbut and some other folks staffed the 

merchandise table. There was no jamming, probably because there was no place to escape the 

sound from the stage, but otherwise it was a successful event. 
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Curbfeeler’s Bluegrass  

Supplies 

Bass capos, cowbells, banjo mutes (e.g., 
nine-pound hammers), earplugs, lini-
ment, bait, snuff, muleshoes, ostrich 
jerky. Instructional videos for zither, 
spoons, cowbell, and lawnchair. 
 

Otis Curbfeeler, Prop. 

Catwater, Texas 

Tom Duplissey found some sidemen for hire. Visible in this picture, left to right: Kevin 

Willette (mando), Tom Duplissey (guitar), Eddie Collins (banjo), and Gary Mortensen 

(dobro). Photo by K. Brown. 
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Randy Collier’s Texas Honeybees. Twin mandos on this number. According to my calculator, that’s 16 

strings! Lenny Nichols (bass) and Cara Cooke (harmonica) hidden in this shot. Photo by K. Brown. 

Left to right: Shawn Spiars, Tom Ellis, Tim Wilson, and Jeff Robertson make up this version of Robert-

son County Line. Photo by K. Brown. 
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July 3: CTBA’s 20th Annual Band Scramble 
and Garage Sale at Threadgill’s 
 

S unday, July 3, (2-6 PM) at Threadgill’s North (6416 North Lamar, Austin) is the time and 

place for this year’s annual band scramble, probably the most popular event that we do. 

Last year’s scramble drew a total of 51 pickers in seven different bands and raised over $2400. 

Will we top that this year? Will Threadgill’s explode from the press of pickers crammed inside? 

Will this be the year I finally get to use the word “burgeoning” in this newsletter? Show up on 

July 3 and find out. Thanks to Eddie Collins for the details below. 

 

The garage sale portion of the event will be where the buffet is usually set up. We’ll have CDs, 

T-shirts, magazines, instructional materials, maybe even some instruments for sale, and if you 

want to renew your membership or join the CTBA for the first time, there’ll be some board 

members at the tables to help you. 

 

The second part of the event is the band scramble, where dozens of area musicians come by and 

throw their names in the appropriate hat as to what instrument they will play. Names are then 

drawn to form up to six new bands with each working up a couple of tunes to share after a brief 

rehearsal period. The performances will be on Threadgill’s state of the art stage with their 

sound system and Eddie Collins as the MC and band wrangler. This is a super event, so come 

on by to cheer on your favorite pickers if you’re just 

a listener. We’ll pass the tip jar. All the money 

raised goes to CTBA to help it with its mission to 

support bluegrass in Central Texas and to offer 

scholarships to music camps and workshops for de-

serving youth. 
 

Below is the order of events. Hope to see you there! 
 

2:00 - 4:30: Buy new/used music-related items, such 

as instruments, CDs, DVDs, strings, books, etc. 
 

3:00: Up to six new, on-the-spot bands are formed 

from bluegrass/old-time pickers with stage experi-

ence who sign up to join the fun. 
 

4:00 - 6:00 Bands perform their tunes. 

Fiddle donated by Steve Edmonson. Photo by 

Bob Vestal. 

An important part of the proceedings is choosing 

a name for your band. Of course, if you spend 

half your practice hour arguing over a name, the 

performance may take unexpected turns. Last 

year’s scramble featured such illustrious bands as 

Moose and Squirrel from Frostbite Falls, The 

Unlawful Assembly, and Peter Pecker and the 

Pied Pickers.  
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Instruction for Banjo, 

Guitar, and mandolin 
Private Lessons in North and South Austin 

 

Eddie Collins 

www.eddiecollins.biz 
512-873-7803 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Dear Ed, 

 

My wife Stelling, excuse me, I mean Stella, says I pay more attention to my banjos than to her. 

What can I do to calm the troubled waters? She’s threatening to leave with the dogs, Archtop 

and Flathead. I wanted to buy another banjo, but she claims that 23 is enough. I mean, really, 

how can you even talk to someone who thinks 23 banjos is enough? 
 

Benjamin Allknight 

 

Editor: My, this letters section is turning into a regular advice column, isn’t it? Well, that’s just 

ridiculous, Mr. Been Jammin,’ if that’s really your name. Give her a ten-pack of strings and a 

new fret job for your next anniversary. That ought to pacify her. 

 
Dear Editor, 

 

I go to bluegrass jams all the time, and all I ever hear is “Old Home Place” and “Dark Hollow.” 

Nobody seems to have learned a single new song since I first got into bluegrass back in the Jim-

my Martin Plaid Suit Era. Honestly, what could be worse than that? Just sign me, 

 

Frustrated 

 

Editor: What could be worse? Space monkeys with banjos playing “Wagon Wheel?”  Space 

monkeys dressed like Jimmy Martin playing “Lost Ball in the High Weeds?” 
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CD Review: Josh Williams, “Modern Day Man,” Rounder 
619111 (2016) 
 

Reviewed by Jamie Stubblefield 
 

The Queen Of The County Fair/Modern 

Day Man/The Great Divide/Girl From 

The Canyon/Let It Go/Another Town/

Mordecai/Prodigal Son/Lonesome Lesson 

Learned/God's Plan/Always Have Always 

Will/Sweet Little Boy 

 

J osh Williams has a fabulous new rec-

ord, Modern Day Man, on the Round-

er label. Many of you will recognize Josh 

as a member of the Rhonda Vincent band, 

but for a wannabe guitar player like me, I 

know him as a stellar musician in his own 

right, as evidenced by his selection three 

times as the IBMA Guitar Player of the 

Year.  Josh was a prodigy in the bluegrass 

world who first came to attention as a child star in the same generation as Sierra Hull, Chris 

Thile, and Michael Cleveland. This record produced by the legendary J. D. Crowe, is an indica-

tion that Josh Williams has come into his own, with this his most exciting and mature work to 

date.  

 

In my opinion Modern Day Man is a mix of bluegrass and country that should satisfy the taste 

of fans of both sides of the “stylistic divide”. It is in part a tribute to his idols Keith Whitley and 

Tony Rice, and the 1970s editions of Crowe’s New South that brought both men to the blue-

grass forefront. I will tell you up front that there are DRUMS on this CD! As stated by John 

Lawless of Bluegrass Today, “What if you’re … offended by the very idea of percussion in 

bluegrass? If so, well … sorry about your luck. All save one of the 12 tracks have drums, 

though they are subtle and unassuming. I may agree that with such a backing band of bluegrass 

super pickers as Crowe has assembled here – and a rhythm guitarist as deft and skillful as Wil-

liams – the drums don’t really add much, if anything, to the final product. But it’s equally true 

that they don’t really detract in any measurable way. You won’t hear any drum fills or crashing 

about, just that solid backbeat provided in bluegrass by the mandolin. Deal with it.” 

 

After listening to this album, I also think it is a work of redemption from a man who appeared 

to have it all, good looks, phenomenal talent, as well as perceived musical success. But it was 

shattered by Williams’ two-year-long methamphetamine addiction. Out of rehab, Williams re-

built his life from the ground up.  

 

Williams’ road back is mapped in twelve songs from some fine writers in bluegrass and coun-

try, including Tom T. Hall, Chris Stapleton, Harley Allen, Ronnie Bowman and Jerry Douglas, 

performed by a fantastic group of musicians that includes Sam Bush, Aubrey Haynie, Sierra 

Hull, Rob Ickes, Scott Vestal, Aaron McDaris and pedal steel legend Doug Jernigan.   
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The first track is Queen Of The County Fair, and is a guitar player’s delight as Josh shows his 

skill with Doc Watson-style, C-position guitar picking. One of my favorite tunes is Let It Go by 

Ronnie Bowman, co-written with Jerry Douglas. Williams’ fabulous voice croons plaintively 

what is in a nutshell “why are all of these things happening to me?” and ends up deciding that 

sometimes it is just better to “let it go”. A new favorite of mine is Mordecai, a song Josh rec-

orded on a previous solo project. It is a song about a traveling Jewish peddler who explains to a 

young boy the continuity between Hebrew and Christian worship. Then we come to the ballad 

Prodigal Son, a song about a young man writing home to his parents as he tells them how hap-

py, upbeat and successful he is. Then we find out that this is 100% opposite of the truth, that he 

is actually a condemned man facing death. Nobody wants to disappoint their mom and dad! 

Scott Vestal is perfect on this tune with his tasty, low-tuned banjo. 

 

The other tracks all highlight Josh’s smooth baritone voice and equally smooth guitar virtuos-

ity. I cannot recommend this album enough, and if you have an opportunity to listen to it I 

would like to know, is it country or is it bluegrass? 

 

State and Local Bluegrass News 
 

T he Texas Blueberry Festival features bluegrass music on Friday, June 10 (6-10 PM) at Fes-

tival Plaza in downtown Nacogdoches. The Baker Family (Birch Tree, Missouri), Cata-

houla Drive (Pineville, Louisiana), the Coleman Brothers and Lone Star Boys, and the 

Bottom Dollar String Band (a CTBA member  band) will play. We’ve written about the 

first two acts in several past editions of this newsletter in connection with festivals at Salmon 

Lake. They’ll have food vendors with catfish and barbecue, and of course, blueberry lemonade. 

Check the web for parking guidelines. 

 

TexasBlueberryFestival.com 

 

And here’s a brand new south Austin jam, the second Thursday of each month, at Texas Barber 

Services, 2301 E. Riverside Drive, #400A. You can contact Kur t Phillips at (512) 507-8630 

or kurtphillips@jbgoodwin.com. Hope this one makes the cut (sorry, I just couldn’t help it). 

 

Better Late Than Never will appear  at Callahan’s General Store, 501 S. Hwy 183, in the 

Montopolis neighborhood, on Saturday, June 18 (noon to 4 PM). Looks like the Piney Grove 

Ramblers will be there the preceding week, on Saturday, June 11. Thanks to Callahan’s 

for supporting bluegrass, and if you need any of the stuff Rufus Curbfeeler lists on the next to 

last page of this issue, you can probably find it at Callahan’s, and you won’t have to drive all 

the way to Catwater. 

 

Max Zimmet and his musical cohor t will play at the Hole in the Wall on Sunday, June 19 

(6-7 PM), as well as for the “Sun Sets Series” at Spider House on Tuesday, June 28 (7-10 PM). 

 

Four Fights Per Pint will do the Bluegrass Brunch at Threadgill’s North on Sunday, June 

5 (11 AM-1 PM). And the Piney Grove Ramblers will be at the Good Luck Grill (Manor) on 

Friday, June 24 (6 PM). Finally, see the flyer on page 16 for bluegrass in Round Rock, July 9. 
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Another CD from the Earls of Leicester! 
 

C oming next month (release date, July 15), another Rounder CD by Flatt and Scruggs cover 

superband, the Earls of Leicester, this one with Jeff White replacing Tim O’Brien on man-

dolin. This one is pretty much guaranteed to be just as wildly successful as the first one. Any-

one want to take bets on how long it takes to hit the number one spot on the Bluegrass Unlim-

ited chart? 

 

More great stuff from Shawn Camp (guitar), Charlie Cushman (banjo), Johnny Warren (fiddle), 

Barry Bales (bass), Jerry Douglas (dobro), and Jeff on mando; the new CD is entitled Rattle & 

Roar: 

 

The Train That Carried My Girl from Town 

Why Did You Wander? 

All I Want Is You 

Steel Guitar Blues intro 

Steel Guitar Blues 

You Can Feel It in Your Soul 

A Faded Red Ribbon 

Just Ain’t 

Mother Prays Loud in Her Sleep 

I’m Working on a Road (to Glory Land) 

Will You Be Lonesome Too? 

Flint Hill Special 

What’s Good for You (Should Be All Right For Me) 

The Girl I Love Don’t Pay Me No Mind 

Branded Wherever I Go 

 

Of course, you can see the problem looming here. If the Earls work their way through the Flatt 

and Scruggs playlist long enough, they’ll eventually come to the l960s, and arrive at material 

like “Mr. Tambourine Man,” “It Ain’t Me, Babe,” “Blowin’ in the Wind,” and of course, the 

theme from “Bonnie and Clyde.” Fortunately, there’s plenty of material left in the Bear Family 

boxed set before they get there. 

 

Curly Seckler Biography Now in Print 
 

P ublished in May, here comes another great contribution to bluegrass history from the Uni-

versity of Illinois: 
 

Foggy Mountain Troubadour: The Life and Music of Curly Seckler (Penny Parsons, University 

of Illinois Press, 2016). Foreword by Eddie Stubbs. 

 

John “Curly” Seckler, from China Grove, North Carolina, began working as a musician in 

1935, but when he joined Flatt and Scruggs in 1949, adding a powerful mandolin chop and ten-

or voice, he found himself playing a keystone role in a keystone band in the history of bluegrass 

(listen to “I’ll Go Stepping Too,” 1953, for a good representation) until leaving the band in 
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1962. About a decade later, Seckler rejoined Lester Flatt as a member of the Nashville Grass,  

taking over as band leader when Flatt died in 1979, and keeping the band going for another 15 

years. Penny Parsons met Seckler in 1978, and in 2004, became his manager and booking 

agent. The production of this biography turned into a project that consumed 12 years. Alice 

Gerrard tells the story of how Penny met Seckler and developed a musical relationship with him  

in an article (“Penny and the Troubadour”) in this month’s issue of Bluegrass Unlimited. The 

article is well worth reading for background on the biography. As Alice relates, Parsons 

“logged countless miles and hours, visiting, talking with and interviewing Curly, his co-workers 

and other musicians, friends, and family members; visiting towns and libraries (Richmond, 

Knoxville, Lexington, Kentucky, Nashville, Hickory) poring over documents, old newspaper 

articles, ads, and radio listings.” 

 

Josh Graves had this to say about Curly Seckler: “...to me, there’s one of the finest tenor singers 

that’s ever been in bluegrass music. One time he told me, ‘The mandolin is as dead as poor ol’ 

Hank Williams.’ And I said, ‘And by God, you’ve done more to kill it than anybody I ever 

knew!’ All he played was rhythm, you know. But he’d hold that rhythm on you — and he can’t 

pat his hands in time. Now that’s strange. But give him that mandolin in his hands! He was the 

best friend I had when I came to this town.” (Bluegrass Bluesman: Josh Graves, A  Memoir. 

Fred Bartenstein, ed., University of Illinois Press 2012:29-30.) At 96, Curly now lives in a re-

tirement home near Nashville, and it’s gratifying to see Penny Parsons (as Flatt and Scruggs 

used to sing), “give him his flowers while he’s living.” 

 

Alan Bibey Mandolin Camp in South Caro-
lina, August 24-26 
 

I f I were a mandolin picker, I’d be thinking about this, because Alan Bibey is one of my fa-

vorite mandopickers. The first annual Alan Bibey Mandolin Camp is scheduled in conjunc-

tion with the Ocean Lakes Bluegrass Festival in Surfside Beach, South Carolina. Besides Alan, 

the faculty includes Danny Roberts (Grascals) and Gary Brown. The $300 registration fee in-

cludes a Thursday night concert and lodging in rental units, plus a discount for the festival on 

the following weekend. The Gibson Brothers, Grascals, Junior Sisk, Volume Five, and several 

other acts are schedule (see the display ad on page 36 of the June issue of Bluegrass Unlimited). 

The camp is for students at all skill levels but only 15 will be accepted this first year. You can 

register online, and the participants will be given audio CDs of the repertoire to be studied in 

class. 

 

James King (1958-2016) 
 

T he death of bluegrass storyteller James King at the age of 57 was announced on May 19. 

He was born in Martinsville, Virginia, came from a bluegrass family, and spent some time 

in the Marine Corps. He became a Rounder Records recording artist in 1992 and was IBMA 

Emerging Artist of the Year. His last record for the label was Three Chords and the Truth, re-

leased in 2013. In 2014, he was inducted into the Virginia Country Music Hall of Fame. 
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Rideshare to Levelland? 
 

Your hapless editor is going to Camp Bluegrass this year and is interested in 
sharing a ride. Contact me at <kbrown@austin.utexas.edu> to discuss it. 
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CTBA Artists and Bands 
Cole Anderson 
(Fayetteville, Arkansas) 
acbluegrill@aol.com 
 

Better Late Than  
Never 
Duane Calvin (512) 835-0342 
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.com 
 

Blazing Bows 
Cara Cooke (512) 280-9104 
caracooke@gmail.com 

 

Blue Creek Bluegrass 
Gospel Band 
Bing Rice (830) 253-7708 
bluecreekbg.com 
bluecreekbing@cs.com 
 

Bottom Dollar String 
Band 
John Ohlinger (512) 431-5150 
bottomdollarstringband 
@gmail.com 
 

David & Barbara 
Brown 

(361) 985-9902 
ddbrown@grandecom.net 

 

Carper Family Band 
Jenn Miori 
carperfamilyband@gmail.com 
 

Chasing Blue 
(512) 963-7515 
suzoleson@aol.com 
www.chasingblueband.com 
 

Christy & the Plowboys 
Dan Foster (512) 452-6071 
dan@fostersplace.com 
 

Fletcher Clark 
(512) 376-0340 
fletcherclark3@austin.rr.com 
FletcherClark3.com 
 

Eddie Collins 
(512) 873-7803 
www.eddiecollins.biz 
tuneman@austin.rr.com 
 

Concho Grass 
Randy Blackwood (325) 227-
2074 
https://www.facebook.com/
ConchoGrass 
 

David Diers & #910 
Train       (512) 814-5145 

daviddiersbooking@gmail.com 

 

Four Fights Per Pint 
Jay Littleton (512) 848-1634 
bluegrassman@usa.com 

 

High Plains Jamboree 
Brennen Leigh  
brennenleigh@zoho.com 
highplainsjamboree.com 

 

Hill Country Harmo-
nizers 
Elise Bright (817) 501-1172 
musicgirl3205@gmail.com 

 

Kid on a Pony 
Don Douglas (512) 608-3859 
kidonapony@gmail.com 

 

Lone Star Swing 
Gary Hartman (979) 378-2753 
gh08@txstate.edu 

 

Los Bluegrass Vatos 
Danny Santos 
danny_santos@hotmail.com 

 

The Lost Pines       
Talia Bryce (512) 814-5134                         
thelostpines@gmail.com 
www.lostpinesband.com 

 

Missing Tradition 
Diana & Dan Ost  
(512) 850-4362 
missingtradition@gmail.com 

 

Rod Moag & Texas 
Grass 
(512) 467-6825 
rodmoag@texas.net 

 

Alan Munde 
banjonbass@outlook.com 

 

Out of the Blue 
Jamie Stubblefield 
(512) 923-4288 
jamie5011@aol.com 
www.outoftheblue.ws 

 

The Pickin’ Ranch 
Ramblers 
Richie Mintz 
Ritchie@ritchiemintz.com 

 
Pine Island Station 
Gary & Janine Carter 
(936) 520-2952 
pineislandstation@gmail.com 
www.pineislandstation.com 
 

The Piney Grove 
Ramblers 
Wayne Brooks (512) 699-8282 
877-899-8269 
www.pgramblers.com 
 

The Prime Time 
Ramblers 
Jacob Roberts 
jrobertsrr@gmail.com 

 

James Reams & the 
Barnstormers 
(718) 374-1086 
james@jamesreams.com 
www.jamesreams.com 
 

Redfire String Band 
Molly Johnson 
molly@integratedmotion-
studio.com 
 

Robertson County 
Line 
Jeff Robertson (512) 629-5742 
jaydubya7@yahoo.com 

 

Shawn Spiars 
(512) 627-3921 
sspiars@gmail.com 
 

The Sieker Band 
Rolf & Beate Sieker 
(512) 733-2857 
www.siekerband.com 
thesiekers@aol.com 
 

The Stray Bullets 
Bob Cartwright (512) 415-8080 
bob.cartwright@sbcglobal.net 
 

String Beans 
Mike Montgomery 
mikemon@astro.asutexas.edu 

 

Texas Honeybees 
Leslie Collier (512) 328-0144 
lesliecollier1@yahoo.com 

Wires and Wood 
David Dyer (210) 680-1889 
wiresandwood.net 
daviddyer@satx.rr.com 
 

Woodstreet Blood-
hounds 
(Oak Park, Illinois) 
Robert Becker (708) 714-7206 
robertbecker1755 
@sbcglobal.net 

 

Max Zimmet 
mzimmet@austin.rr.com 
(512)924-0505 
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CTBA Area Jams and Events  
AUSTIN  AREA 

Every Sunday, 3 PM-??, CTBA Sunday jam 

at Hill’s Café, 4700 S. Congress; (512) 851-

9300. 
 

2nd and 4th Saturday, 3-5 PM, beg./int. jam 

at Wildflower Terrace, 3801 Berkman Drive; 
Steve Mangold  (512) 345-6155. 

 

1st and 3rd Thursday, 7-9 PM, beg./int. jam, 

Northwest Hills area; Steve Mangold  (512) 

345-6155. 

 
Every Thursday, 6-9 PM, beg./int. jam, 

Texican Café, 11940 Manchaca Road; Dave 

Stritzinger, (512) 689-4433. 
 

2nd Thursday, bluegrass jam at Texas 

Barber Services, 2301 E. Riverside Dr, 
#400A; Kurt Phillips (512) 330-4895.  

 

Every Tuesday, 8-10 PM, Texas Old Time 
Fiddling, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto; 

(512) 474-1958. 

 
BANDERA 

4th Friday of each month except Good 

Friday, November, and December at Silver 
Sage Corral – east of Bandera.  Starts at 6 PM.  

For more info call (830) 796-4969 

silversagecorral.org   

 
BELLVILLE 

Texas Bluegrass Music jam/show Jan. through 

September,  4th Sat; 4pm jam, 6:30 pm show. 

Coushatte Recreation Ranch, 2812 Nelius Rd. 
   (936) 697-5949              coleebiller@aol.net    

www.TXBluegrassMusic.com 

Plenty of RV camping, restrooms, showers. 

 
BLANCO 
First Saturday, 2-5 PM at Buggy Barn Muse-

um, 1915 Hwy 281 N; contact Deanna Dosser, 

(830) 554-0006 

 
CUERO 

First and 3rd Thursday, 5-8 PM, acoustic 

jam at The Emporium, 417 E. Newman St.; 
Darrell Ferguson (256) 714-0766 

 
DRIPPING SPRINGS 

Last Saturday of each month, 3 PM, jam at 

Hudsons on Mercer St.; contact Cliff at (701) 

770-8962 or telecliff@hotmail.com 

 
FAYETTEVILLE: 

Texas Pickin’ Park: Jam 2nd Saturday, Apr.-

Nov. beginning at 6 PM on the courthouse 

square.  Acoustic instruments only. 

For info:  info@texaspickinpark.com 
www.texaspickinpark.com 

 
 

GARLAND 

Bluegrass on the Square: Every Saturday, 

March- November  between Main and State 

Sts. At 6th, 7:30 PM to 1 AM 
 

GLEN ROSE 

3rd Saturday, Oakdale Park, Paluxy River  
Bluegrass Association, free stage show and 

jam; potluck and jam Friday night before. Jim 

Chapman (469) 231-6616. 

http://www.paluxybluegrass.com 

 
HOUSTON 

1st Tuesday, Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA Rd 

1 

(281) 333-1598 

 
JOHNSON CITY 
3rd Saturday except in December , 2-6 PM, 

jam at The Dome, 706 W. Main St., Hwy 290 
W; Charlene Crump, (512) 632-5999.  

 
LAMPASAS 

2nd Thursday, 6-8:30 PM, jam at Country 

Kitchen, 307 N. Key Ave. Acoustic instru-

ments only. Info: Don Douglas 

ddon.douglas@gmail.com 

 
LEAGUE CITY (BABA) 

3rd Saturday: J am 5 PM,  Stage show 6:30 

PM Jan- Nov., League City Civic Center, 300 

W. Walker St. (281) 636-9419. Sponsored by 
Bay Area Bluegrass Association. 

 
LIBERTY HILL 

4rth Saturday, 4-9 PM, jam at the Stocktank, 
8950 Ranch Road 1869, Liberty Hill;  

(512) 778-6878. 

 
LILLIAN 

2nd Saturday, 4 PM jam, 7 PM show, Fir st 

Baptist Church, $4; contact Dale Brawner 
(972 935-4525. 

 
LLANO 

2nd Monday, 7 PM, jam at Fuel Coffee 
House, 106 East Main St.; (325) 247-5272; 

www.fuelcoffeehouse.org 

 
MEDINA 
2nd Tuesday, all gospel jam, 6 PM at Fir st 

Baptist Church; contact Linda Barton (830) 
589-2486. 

2nd Friday, jam at 6 PM, Masonic Lodge; 

contact Maude Arnold (830) 796-8422. 
 

PEARL 

1st  Saturday: Jam all day/night,  stage 
show, 12:15 PM-6:15 PM; food and RV 

hookups available. Pearl Community Center, 

on FM 183, 7 mi. south of Purmela; contact 
info@pearlbluegrass.com. Check web site for 

show schedule: www.pearlbluegrass.com 

 

ROUND ROCK 

3rd Saturday, 2-5 PM except November and 

December, jam at Danny Ray’s Music, 12 
Chisholm Trail; (512) 671-8663. 

www.dannyraysmusic.com 
 

SAN ANTONIO 

Every Monday, 6:30-8:30 PM, at The Barbe-
cue Station, 1610 NE Loop 410 at Harry 

Wurzbach exit; (210) 824-9191. 

 
SCHULENBERG 

1st and 3rd Tuesday, 6 PM, jam at Schu-
lenberg RV Park Community Center, 65 N. 

Kessler Ave. Laretta Baumgarten  (979) 743-

4388; camp@schulenbergrvpark.com 

 
TOMBALL 

4th Saturday, 4 PM, bluegrass jam at Kleb 

Woods Nature Center and Preserve, 20303  

Draper Road, Tomball.  (281) 373-1777 or 
(281) 910-4396. 

Curbfeeler’s Sundries. 

Emu jerky, live crawdads, 
bear traps, jawbreakers, 
milled flooring, cane fish-

ing poles, pickled eggs, 
overalls, shotgun shells, 

sorghum molasses, lottery 
tickets, barbed wire, 

cattle guards, beans, kero-
sene, outboard motor oil, 
inboard motor oil, harness 

and tack of all kinds, pe-
cans, chilipetins, japa-
leeno candy, gingham 
curtains, lag bolts, car-

riage bolts, gravel by the 
cubic yard, weedeater 

line, surfcasting weights, 
flaxseed poltices. 

Rufus Curbfeeler, Prop. 

Catwater, Texas 



Membership and Advertising Rates 
 

Join the CTBA:  www.centtraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html 
 

   Newsletter online   Advertising rates  

   subscription     
 

 Individual $25     Ad size  Price 

 Band  $35     Full page $30 

 Student  $15     1/2 page $15 

 Family  $35     1/4 page $12 

 Business $50     1/8 page $10 

 Lifetime $300      
 

Take $5 off the advertising rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the 

month. Advertisers assume liability for ad content and any claims arising therefrom. Send ad copy as 

JPG or PDF file to kbrown@austin.utexas.edu  

and send payment to: 
 

 ATTN: Treasurer 

 Central Texas Bluegrass Association 

 Box 9816 

 Austin, Texas 78766-9816 

Merchandise 
 

Compilation CD of member bands, vol 2 $10 

CTBA logo T-shirt (black, white, orange) $15 

Earl Scruggs design T-shirt  $20 

Mona Lisa design T-shirt   $20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pine Island Station 
Gluten-free, artisanal bluegrass 

 

Janine Carter, mandolin   Brian Meadors. Guitar 
Gary Carter, bass    Scott Sylvester, banjo 
Ken Brown, dobro 
      www.pineislandstation.com 


