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CTBA Elects New Officers

A

t the monthly board meeting on January 10, the CTBA board of directors met to discuss
business for 2016 and elect new officers, and if the new officers seem vaguely familiar,
hey, you’re not imagining things. The office of president remains in the capable hands of Jamie
Stubblefield. Jason Pratt returns as vice president (as I’ve pointed out before, his job is to welcome visiting foreign dignitaries, and to take a bullet in case crazed banjo pickers attempt to
assassinate the CTBA president). Alice Moore returns as secretary, and Lenny Nichols is taking
over as treasurer from the departing Katherine Isgren. Mike Hurlbut will replace Lenny as
membership chair.
Most of the rest of the meeting was devoted to preliminary discussion of goals for 2016. No
firm plans were laid yet, but it’s a pretty safe bet that we’ll have a 2016 RayFest this spring, a
2016 Band Scramble this summer, and a 2016 annual meeting next fall. Some discussion was
devoted to the fact that the band scramble appears to already be outgrowing the Threadgill’s
North venue, and we talked about possibly moving it to a larger space. We also talked briefly
about maintaining contacts with Burnt Orange Bluegrass, the University of Texas bluegrass
club. As for what other projects we might undertake this year, well, that’s still undecided, but
stay tuned to your sizzling, crackling, crystal radio set.

A Sneak Peek at 2016 Farmers Branch Fest

T

he Earls of Leicester, Rhonda Vincent, Tim O’Brien, David Grisman, the Gibson
Brothers, the Travelin’ McCourys, the Band of Ruhks (just what is a ruhk , you ask?
Beats me), Sister Sadie, Gold Heart. You had me at “Earls of Leicester.” I would have driven
the four or five hours to Farmers Branch just to see them. But the Gibson Brothers, too? I’m in!
The only problem will be waiting until next fall for it all to happen at the “Bloomin’Bluegrass”
festival. It happens Friday and Saturday, October 14-15 at Farmers Branch Historical Park.
Look for more details in this newsletter next October and check the festival web site at:
www.BloominBluegrass.com

Kati Penn and New Town in Arlington, March 1, 2013. Arlington will once again
be the venue for a spring festival hosted by the Bluegrass Heritage Foundation
this year. Photo by K. Brown.
February birthdays: Red Allen, Dudley Connell, J ack Cooke, David Davis, Pam Gadd, Tom
Gray, Little Roy Lewis, Rudy Lyle, Claire Lynch, Del McCoury, Jim McReynolds, Joe Meadows,
David Parmley, John Reischman, Dale and Don Wayne Reno, Brandon Rickman, Don Rigsby,
Louise Scruggs, Garland Shuping, Ralph Stanley, Donna Stoneman, Joe Stuart, Tater Tate, Chris
Thile, Sean Watkins, Howard Watts, Art Wooten.
February CTBA Board Meeting: Sunday, Febr uar y 21, 3 PM at Hill’s Café (board meetings are
open to all CTBA members).
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Jamie Stubblefield, president
Jason Pratt, vice president
Matt Downing, board member
Sam Dunn, board member
Mike Hurlbut, membership chair
Nan Hurlbut, board member
Alice Moore, secretary
Lenny Nichols, treasurer
Tim Towell, board member
Bob Vestal, board member
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A Field Trip to Rockdale

O

n January 18, board members Jamie Stubblefield, Alice Moore, Mike and Nan Hurlbut
(plus your harried editor) took a field trip to Rockdale to meet with board members of the
Kay Theater Foundation. The theater, located at 350 N. Main in downtown Rockdale, is basically a large Quonset hut with a lobby built on front, a concrete floor and a very low stage built
at the back, and no fixed seating. The Kay Theater Foundation has been working to rehabilitate
the building and keep it functioning as a community theater. They are interested in partnering
with the CTBA to present bluegrass shows of some sort.

The purpose of our meeting was to make an initial contact, have a look at the theater, and find
out what the Kay Theater folks had in mind. We had a short joint meeting, talking about some
of the possibilities and requirements for acoustic music concerts, and invited the foundation to
submit a proposal to us for future shows. The consensus was that the CTBA should engage
bands, the bands should probably be responsible for their own sound engineering, and the Kay
Theater staff should handle local publicity, ticket sales, building management, and the like. All
of this discussion was quite preliminary, and details such as profit-sharing or how to guarantee
a minimum payment for the band remain to be worked out. So ,stay tuned, we’ll continue to
pursue this. For details on the theater: www.kaytheaterfoundation.com

The Kay Theater in Rockdale, Texas. A future venue for bluegrass shows? We’ll find out!
Photo by K. Brown.
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Interior of the Kay Theater. Maximum seating is 150. Photo by K. Brown.

February 6: AFTM Mid-Winter Festival

T

he AFTM’s annual mid-winter fest starts at the civilized hour of noon-thirty, with the first
performance scheduled at 1 PM, at the Dougherty Arts Center, east of Lamar on Barton
Springs Road in south Austin. Of particular interest to readers of this newsletter will be The
Rosebuds. It’s the Griffith family (Robert Griffith, Nancy McClintock, Rose Griffith) along
with seasoned bluegrassers Tim Wilson (formerly of Special Consensus) and dobro virtuoso
Gary Mortensen (your KOOP-FM Strictly Bluegrass DJ) doing classic country music. Trust
me, you don’t want to miss this. These guys are the real deal. I hope they do “Letters Have No
Arms,” and if they don’t, you absolutely must request it. Other bluegrass-friendly acts include
Wimberley’s Three Hands High and Danny Santos y los Bluegrass Vatos. Tickets are $20 for
the public or $15 for AFTM members, and it goes on until 9 PM. See the flyer later in this issue.

Curbfeeler’s Tire Shop
Leave your car with us and we’ll retire it.
Otis Curbfeeler, Prop.
Catwater, Texas
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Fourth Annual Texas Independence Day Jam
and Roast and S. Edmonson’s annual 50th
Birthday!!!
Special performance by Pearl and the Polka
Dots during meal.

BRING ANY INSTRUMENTS, LAWN CHAIRS, RV’s, Campers and Tents, AND A SMILE!!!!!!!

March 5, 2016: Frintz Farm, 233 Edmonson Ranch Rd, McDade, TX
78650
All day and into the night!!!!!!!!
Food will be ready to start serving around 5:00. Free food, music and a good family environment will be provided at no cost. However, due to the expected crowd
size, we will welcome donations. Plan to spend the evening around the fire,
while musicians from all over the country and the great state of Texas come together for this once a year production (it’s just a good excuse to have all of you
come out and enjoy some good company and the down to earth lifestyle that we
get to enjoy daily!!). If ya want to bring side dishes, we will have tables set up for
all to enjoy.
10 Pigs will be smoked, McDade Master Grillers, free beer from Middleton Brewing, dozens of
musical performers (all skill levels). Plenty of room for you to stay the night. Family friendly
and everyone is WELCOME. There will be limited hook-ups for campers and RV’s.

Steve Edmonson 512-988-9231 or Steve Frintz 512-844-3699
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Open Carry Comes to Texas

A

s of January 1, open carry is legal for banjos in Texas. Of course, a permit is still needed,
and to obtain a permit, you must pass a proficiency test, which consists of putting on fingerpicks without getting them backwards. A number of businesses across the state have refused
to allow open banjo carry on their premises, including several that sell alcohol, for obvious reasons. It’s too soon to say whether this backlash against the new open carry provision — termed
the “No 5” movement — will affect Texans’ love for these longnecked devices.
“It’s a defensive weapon, not an offensive weapon,” said Fern Barr, (no age given), a cocktail
waitress at a popular venue in downtown Catwater. “Hold on,” said Chuck Key (45, a drill
press operator also from Catwater), “I’ve met some of those guys who are sort of offensive.”
At the local airport, Pat M. Down, a TSA security officer, and Drew Shortstraw, a bomb disposal squad member, agreed that “it’s just one more thing we have to worry about. We both tend to
tense up when we see one of those funny-lookin’ black longneck cases on the luggage carousel.”
Rufus Over (28, a roofing contractor from south Catwater) said, “It’s OK by me if it keeps the
terrorists at bay.” “Wait, dad, you mean the banjo pickers or them Ice-ist guys?” asked his son,
Reddall, 13.

Heywood U. Buzzoff, 81, of Catwater, asked, “Open carry for banjos? What’s next, fiddles?
And get off my lawn, you kids!”
As we went to press, the new law was sparking intense discussion on the online forum, Banjo
Hangout, and at Steerbucks, the local coffee shop in Catwater.

Instruction for Banjo,
Guitar, and mandolin
Private Lessons in North and South Austin

Eddie Collins
www.eddiecollins.biz
512-873-7803
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Bluegrass News: May I Have This Dance?

I

t’s the winter season now, the off season when festivals are few and far between, bands retire
to the studio to work on recordings, the lucky ones rearrange the mantel top to make room
for their new IBMA awards, and the annual band reshuffle begins as assorted groups exchange
band members. Touring schedules are light enough for bands to work in new band members.
This year’s band reshuffle is a little surprising, at least to me.
Ben Eldridge has r etir ed fr om the Seldom Scene. The last or iginal member of the band,
Ben, now 77 and a constant presence since 1971, says his left hand isn’t functioning like it
needs to and it’s time to hang up the minnerdipper. Fittingly, he played his last show at the
Birchmere on New Year’s Eve. Rickie Simpkins will replace him (on banjo and fiddle) and join
the other current band members — Ronnie Simpkins (Rickie’s brother), Lou Reid, Dudley Connell, and Fred Travers. The last three joined the band in 1995, and Reid rejoined the band in
1996. A retirement party at the Birchmere is planned.
Ned Luberecki has left Chris Jones and the Night Drivers after being onboar d ever since
2003, and is joining the Becky Buller Band. My theory is that Nedski got tired of all that driving at night, but of course, the big question on everybody’s mind now is, “Never mind Nedski,
do we have to travel to a Becky Buller gig now in order to hear Cabin of Death?” He’ll be replaced by Gina Clowes on banjo, which will also give the band a fulltime female vocal part,
and probably result in the van being kept cleaner. Let me also insert here that while there are
many reasons to go see Chris Jones, if you’re a mandolin picker, a prime reason has got to be
the remarkable mandolinear artistry of Mark Stoffel, surely one of the most tasteful pickers in
the business.

Curbfeeler’s Bluegrass
Supplies
Bass capos, cowbells, banjo mutes (e.g.,
nine-pound hammers), earplugs, liniment, bait, snuff, muleshoes, ostrich
jerky. Instructional videos for zither,
spoons, cowbell, and lawnchair.
Otis Curbfeeler, Prop.
Catwater, Texas
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(continued from previous page) Jason “Sweet Tater” Tomlin, the ir r epr essibly hyper bass
player for Junior Sisk, left Ramblers Choice last fall and rejoined the Deer Creek Boys on bass
(with Justin Tomlin, guitar; Cason Ogden, mando; Andy Lowe, banjo; and Caleb Cox, dobro).
The bass position was filled for a time by Kameron Keller, and now by Noah Brown (formerly
with Ralph Stanley II). Look on page 6 of last month’s issue of this newsletter and you can
catch a glimpse of Sweet Tater in the background of the Ramblers Choice photo.
Still with us? Meanwhile, Blue Highway is in the studio recording a new album. It’ll be their
eleventh studio recording, and the seventh for Rounder. Tim Stafford says it’ll be “an alloriginal traditional record featuring our new dobro player, Gaven Largent.” As everybody
knows by now (see the December 2015 issue of this newsletter), Rob Ickes has left Blue Highway, and Gaven has replaced him. And the new CD? Well, I guarantee it’ll be good.
The Lonesome River Band has a new CD coming out, too. Due on March 19, it’s called Bridging the Tradition, and it arrives 25 years after their influential album, Carrying the Tradition.
This one will include Jesse Smathers, the current mandolin picker. Let’s hope they tour Texas.

A New Mandolin Book from Eddie Collins
Eddie has a new instructional book, and here’s what he has to say: Bluegrass Mandolin in 10
Easy Steps is a comprehensive start from scratch, step by step course of study that maximizes
the use of interactive technology. All photos can be enlarged in order to see near lifesize fingerings of both hands. Videos provide close-up “action” details. There are
hundreds of sound examples that demonstrate phrases and compete songs at various
speeds. Short phrases are looped for repeated practice. The interactive glossary of
terms contains nearly 200 entries. You
learn complete songs with backup parts,
beginnings, endings and solos, while playing all over the neck and in all keys.
Click here for a YouTube trailer that
demonstrates the numerous interactive features. Here is Apple’s iBook page Click on
“View in iBooks” (below the book cover
icon) to get complete details, sample pages
and downloading information.
Cost: $15.99 No shipping charges to
anywhere in the world!
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CTBA Artists and Bands
Cole Anderson
(Fayetteville, Arkansas)
acbluegrill@aol.com

Better Late Than
Never
Duane Calvin (512) 835-0342
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.com

Binion Creek Ramblers
(Kempner, Texas)
Don Douglas (512) 608-3859
ddon.douglas@gmail.com

Blazing Bows
Cara Cooke (512) 280-9104
caracooke@gmail.com

David Diers & #910
Train
(512) 814-5145

Gary & Janine Carter
daviddiersbooking@gmail.com (936) 520-2952
pineislandstation@gmail.com
www.pineislandstation.com

Four Fights Per Pint
Jay Littleton (512) 848-1634
bluegrassman@usa.com

High Plains Jamboree
Brennen Leigh
brennenleigh@zoho.com
highplainsjamboree.com

Hill Country Harmonizers
Elise Bright
(817) 501-1172
musicgirl3205@gmail.com

Blue Creek Bluegrass Lone Star Swing
Gary Hartman (979) 378-2753
Gospel Band
Bing Rice (830) 253-7708
bluecreekbg.com
bluecreekbing@cs.com

Bottom Dollar String
Band
John Ohlinger (512) 431-5150
bottomdollarstringband
@gmail.com

David & Barbara
Brown
(361) 985-9902
ddbrown@grandecom.net

Carper Family Band
Jenn Miori
carperfamilyband@gmail.com

Chasing Blue
(512) 963-7515
suzoleson@aol.com
www.chasingblueband.com

Christy & the Plowboys
Dan Foster (512) 452-6071
dan@fostersplace.com

Eddie Collins
(512) 873-7803
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@austin.rr.com

Concho Grass
Randy Blackwood (325) 2272074
https://www.facebook.com/
ConchoGrass
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Pine Island Station

The Piney Grove
Ramblers
Wayne Brooks (512) 699-8282
877-899-8269
www.pgramblers.com

The Prime Time
Ramblers
Jacob Roberts
jrobertsrr@gmail.com

James Reams & the
Barnstormers

gh08@txstate.edu

(718) 374-1086
james@jamesreams.com
www.jamesreams.com

Los Bluegrass Vatos

Redfire String Band

Danny Santos
danny_santos@hotmail.com

The Lost Pines
Talia Bryce (512) 814-5134
thelostpines@gmail.com
www.lostpinesband.com

Missing Tradition

Molly Johnson
molly@integratedmotionstudio.com

Robertson County
Line
Jeff Robertson (512) 629-5742
jaydubya7@yahoo.com

Diana & Dan Ost
(512) 850-4362
missingtradition@gmail.com

Shawn Spiars

Rod Moag & Texas
Grass

The Sieker Band

(512) 467-6825
rodmoag@texas.net

Alan Munde Gazette
Bill Honker bhonker@gmail.com

Out of the Blue
Jamie Stubblefield
(512) 923-4288
jamie5011@aol.com
www.outoftheblue.ws

The Pickin’ Ranch
Ramblers
Richie Mintz
Ritchie@ritchiemintz.com

(512) 627-3921
sspiars@gmail.com

Rolf & Beate Sieker
(512) 733-2857
www.siekerband.com
thesiekers@aol.com

The Stray Bullets
Bob Cartwright (512) 415-8080
bob.cartwright@sbcglobal.net

String Beans
Mike Montgomery
mikemon@astro.asutexas.edu

Texas Honeybees
Leslie Collier (512) 328-0144
lesliecollier1@yahoo.com

Wires and Wood
David Dyer (210) 680-1889
wiresandwood.net
daviddyer@satx.rr.com

Woodstreet Bloodhounds
(Oak Park, Illinois)
Robert Becker (708) 714-7206
robertbecker1755
@sbcglobal.net

Max Zimmet
mzimmet@austin.rr.com
(512)924-0505

CTBA Area Jams and Events
AUSTIN AREA, CTBA
Every Sunday, 3 PM-??, CTBA Sunday jam
at Hill’s Café, 4700 S. Congress; (512) 8519300.

JOHNSON CITY
3rd Saturday except in December , 2-6 PM,
jam at The Dome, 706 W. Main St., Hwy 290
W; Charlene Crump, (512) 632-5999.

2nd and 4th Saturday, 3-5 PM, beg./int. jam LAMPASAS
at Wildflower Terrace, 3801 Berkman Drive; 2nd Thursday, 6-8:30 PM, jam at Country
Kitchen, 307 N. Key Ave. Acoustic instruSteve Mangold (512) 345-6155.
ments
only.
Info:
Don
Douglas
1st and 3rd Thursday, 7-9 PM, beg./int. jam, ddon.douglas@gmail.com
Northwest Hills area; Steve Mangold (512)
LEAGUE CITY (BABA)
345-6155.
3rd Saturday: J am 5 PM, Stage show 6:30
Every Thursday, 6-9 PM, beg./int. jam, PM Jan- Nov., League City Civic Center, 300
Texican Café, 11940 Manchaca Road; Dave W. Walker St. (281) 636-9419. Sponsored by
Bay Area Bluegrass Association.
Stritzinger, (512) 689-4433.
Every Tuesday, 8-10 PM, Texas Old Time LIBERTY HILL
Fiddling, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto; 4rth Saturday, 4-9 PM, jam at the Stocktank,
8950 Ranch Road 1869, Liberty Hill;
(512) 474-1958.
(512) 778-6878.
BANDERA
4th Friday of each month except Good LILLIAN
Friday, November, and December at Silver 2nd Saturday, 4 PM jam, 7 PM show, Fir st
Sage Corral – east of Bandera. Starts at 6 PM. Baptist Church, $4; contact Dale Brawner
(972 935-4525.
For more info call (830) 796-4969
silversagecorral.org
LLANO
2nd Monday, 7 PM, jam at Fuel Coffee
BELLVILLE
Texas Bluegrass Music jam/show Jan. through House, 106 East Main St.; (325) 247-5272;
September, 4th Sat; 4pm jam, 6:30 pm show. www.fuelcoffeehouse.org
Coushatte Recreation Ranch, 2812 Nelius Rd.
(936) 697-5949
coleebiller@aol.net MEDINA
2nd Tuesday, all gospel jam, 6 PM at Fir st
www.TXBluegrassMusic.com
Baptist Church; contact Linda Barton (830)
Plenty of RV camping, restrooms, showers.
589-2486.
2nd Friday, jam at 6 PM, Masonic Lodge;
BLANCO
First Saturday, 2-5 PM at Buggy Barn Muse- contact Maude Arnold (830) 796-8422.
um, 1915 Hwy 281 N; contact Deanna Dosser,
PEARL
(830) 554-0006
1st Saturday: J am all day/night, stage
show, 12:15 PM-6:15 PM; food and RV
DRIPPING SPRINGS
Last Saturday of each month, 2-5 PM, jam hookups available. Pearl Community Center,
at Hudsons on Mercer St.; contact Cliff at on FM 183, 7 mi. south of Purmela; contact
info@pearlbluegrass.com. Check web site for
(701) 770-8962 or telecliff@hotmail.com
show schedule: www.pearlbluegrass.com
FAYETTEVILLE:
Texas Pickin’ Park: Jam 2nd Saturday, Apr.- ROUND ROCK
Nov. beginning at 6 PM on the courthouse 3rd Saturday, 2-5 PM except November and
December, jam at Danny Ray’s Music, 12
square. Acoustic instruments only.
Chisholm Trail; (512) 671-8663.
For info: info@texaspickinpark.com
www.dannyraysmusic.com
www.texaspickinpark.com
SAN ANTONIO
GARLAND
Bluegrass on the Square: Every Saturday, Every Monday, 6:30-8:30 PM, at The BarbeMarch- November between Main and State cue Station, 1610 NE Loop 410 at Harry
Wurzbach exit; (210) 824-9191.
Sts. At 6th, 7:30 PM to 1 AM
GLEN ROSE
3rd Saturday, Oakdale Par k, Paluxy River
Bluegrass Association, free stage show and
jam; potluck and jam Friday night before. Jim
Chapman (469) 231-6616.
http://www.paluxybluegrass.com

Every Tuesday, 6-8 PM, show (no jam) at
Brookdale Castle Hills, 1207 Jackson Keller
Rd., Bldg 2; contact Leroy (210) 880-4068.

SCHULENBERG
1st and 3rd Tuesday, 6 PM, jam at Schulenberg RV Park Community Center, 65 N.
HOUSTON
Kessler Ave. Laretta Baumgarten (979) 7431st Tuesday, Fuddr ucker s, 2040 NASA Rd 4388; camp@schulenbergrvpark.com
1
(281) 333-1598
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TOMBALL
4th Saturday, 4 PM, bluegr ass jam at Kleb
Woods Nature Center and Preserve, 20303
Draper Road, Tomball. (281) 373-1777 or
(281) 910-4396.

Note: this listing was last
checked and verified by Bob
Vestal, November, 2015.

Curbfeeler’s Sundries.
Emu jerky, live crawdads,
bear traps, jawbreakers,
milled flooring, cane fishing poles, pickled eggs,
overalls, shotgun shells,
sorghum molasses, lottery
tickets, barbed wire,
cattle guards, beans, kerosene, outboard motor oil,
inboard motor oil, harness
and tack of all kinds, pecans, chilipetins, japaleeno candy, gingham
curtains, lag bolts, carriage bolts, gravel by the
cubic yard, weedeater
line, surfcasting weights,
flaxseed poltices.

Rufus Curbfeeler, Prop.
Catwater, Texas

Membership and Advertising Rates
Join the CTBA: www.centtraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html
Newsletter online
Advertising rates
subscription
Individual
$25
Ad size
Price
Band
$35
Full page
$30
Student
$15
1/2 page
$15
Family
$35
1/4 page
$12
Business
$50
1/8 page
$10
Lifetime
$300
Take $5 off the advertising rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the
month. Advertisers assume liability for ad content and any claims arising therefrom. Send ad copy as
JPG or PDF file to kbrown@austin.utexas.edu
and send payment to:
ATTN: Treasurer
Merchandise
Central Texas Bluegrass Association
Compilation CD of member bands, vol 2
$10
Box 9816
CTBA logo T-shirt (black, white, orange) $15
Austin, Texas 78766-9816
Earl Scruggs design T-shirt
$20
Mona Lisa design T-shirt

Air bluegrass in Wind Canyon, Wyoming

Pine Island Station
Gluten-free, artisanal bluegrass.
Janine Carter, mandolin
Gary Carter, bass
Ken Brown, dobro

Brian Meadors, guitar
Scott Sylvester, banjo
www.pineislandstation.com

$20

