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RayFest 2015 (Rain? What rain?) 
 
 

O n the morning of May 17, as everybody prepared for RayFest 2015, I was trapped in my 

house until about 11 AM as the creek in my front yard flooded the low-water crossing. 

But I didn’t worry. If picking bluegrass teaches you anything, it teaches you not to sweat the 

small stuff, I guess. At Hill’s Café, the pavement was wet and the trees were a bit drippy, but 

the pickers were undaunted, and the sun came out right on schedule (and then went away later 

on). Your hardworking board members set up the CTBA awning just inside the back entrance 

to the patio and greeted the 200 or so folks who streamed in during the afternoon, and we had 
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Cargo Cult: Stuar t Johnson (Toy Hearts) and Ray Cargo taking a break on the porch at 

Flipnotics, July, 2013.  When the Toy Hearts came to the US to tour, Ray was their bass player. 

And now he’s the inspiration for RayFest. Photo by K. Brown. 

June birthdays: Tina Adair , Eddie Adcock, Kenny Baker , Bob Black; Evelyn, Willard, and 

Suzanne Cox; Hazel Dickens, Lester Flatt, James Price, Tony Rice, Bobby Slone, Dan Tyminski, 

Joe Val, Frank Wakefield. 



3  

piles of T-shirts (both for RayFest and the standard CTBA varieties) and CDs for sale. We 

raised over $700 from merchandise sales and memberships, both new and renewal, and record-

ed 15 memberships; eight families, bands, or individuals renewed at the event. Several bands 

kept the live music going from 2-8 PM: Hem and Haw (Ben Hodges and Jenn Miori), Out of 

the Blue (with Eddie Collins), the Bright-Munde Quartet, the Bottom Dollar String Band, the 

Lost Pines, Pine Island Station (thanks to Kevin Willette, who subbed for Scott Sylvester with 

about 10 minutes’ worth of rehearsal time), Robertson County Line, and the Texas Honeybees. 

Randy Collier served as MC and stage manager. 

 

Hill’s Café provided the sound system, except for the mikes, which were provided and moni-

tored by Jeff Robertson, and also provided a special menu and a patio bar for folks eating and 

drinking out back during the festival. Iced tea and food was also provided for all the bands that 

participated. The jamming was a mite thin, but there was one ongoing jam under one of the 

shelters that ran for the duration. Spotted in the crowd: Sue Knorre, Jami Hampton, Mike Mont-

gomery, and several other visiting dignitaries. 

 

And the weather cooperated! As Ray Cargo would often sing in the song, “Years,” written by 

Michael Tomlinson ……. Awrooooooo! 

The Bright-Munde Quartet at RayFest. Left to right, Steve Crow, Alan Munde, Billy Bright, Elliott 

Rodgers. Photo by K. Brown. 
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Hem and Haw (Ben Hodges and Jenn Miori). No hemming or hawing about the music, 

just a spot-on duet by two of the CTBA’s favorite pickers. Photo by K. Brown. 

Board members keep dry while working the membership booth. Photo by K. Brown. 
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Curbfeeler’s Bluegrass  

Supplies 

Bass capos, cowbells, banjo mutes (e.g., 
nine-pound hammers), earplugs, lini-
ment, bait, snuff, muleshoes, ostrich 
jerky. Instructional videos for zither, 
spoons, cowbell, and lawnchair. 
 

Otis Curbfeeler, Prop. 

Catwater, Texas 

Bottom Dollar String Band starts the evening portion of the show. Photo by K. Brown 
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Instruction for Banjo, 

Guitar, and mandolin 
Private Lessons in North and South Austin 

 

Eddie Collins 

www.eddiecollins.biz 
512-873-7803 

   

Out of the Blue. Left to right: Rob Lifford, Jamie Stubblefield (hidden, Eddie Collins on banjo), 

Ginger Evans. Photo by Ken Brown. 
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The Bright-Munde Quartet at RayFest. Left to right: Billy Bright, Elliott Rodgers, Steve 

Crow, Alan Munde. Photo by K. Brown. 

Robertson County Line at Salmon Lake Memorial Day festival. Photo by K. Brown. 
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2015 Texas State Banjo Championship 
 

T his year’s Texas State Banjo Championship was held Saturday, May 16 in League City, 

sponsored by the Bay Area Bluegrass Association. The first-place winner was Adam Greer 

of Burton, Texas. He was awarded $300, a trophy, a Deering banjo, and a paid admission to the 

national banjo finals at Winfield, next September. Second place went to Hudsen Doucette of 

Waller ($150 and a trophy), and third place to Jordan Kishbaugh of Houston ($50 and a tro-

phy). All of these guys are outstanding pickers, and I’ve watched them battling it out onstage 

for several years now. It’s fun to watch them switch places from year to year, and try to guess 

who’s going to get the trophy this year. You’ll see a picture of Jordan elsewhere in this issue, 

playing at Grapeland with the Bordertown Ramblers. 
 

Thanks to Judy Sturgeon, editor of the BABA newsletter, for this update, and she wanted me to 

mention that Ethan May (Lometa) and Shaine Gustin (Katy) also played well and gave it a run 

for the money. The banjo and prize money were donated by Mike Fuller of Fuller’s Guitars in 

Houston and by Ed Fryday. Next up is the guitar championship on June 20. See the display ad 

elsewhere in this issue, and go to <www.bayareabluegrass.org> for a listing of the contest rules 

and details on how to sign up. 

 

O Brother, It’s the Big Screen! June 30 and  
July 1 

 

I ’m pretty sure it’s over four years since the last time O Brother, Where Art Thou? was shown 

in a theater in Austin, and that was when the CTBA presented it in November, 2010, at the 

Alamo Drafthouse, complete with live music. The movie will again be shown at the Stateside 

Theater, Tuesday, June 30 (9:10 PM) and Wednesday, July 1 (7 PM). The Stateside is next door 

to the Paramount Theater, which is located downtown at 713 Congress Avenue. It’s the digital 

version, and it’s all part of the Paramount Summer Classic Film Series, supported by grants 

from the Texas Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts, as well as 

other private and nonprofit sponsors. Tickets are available online, by phone, or at the box of-

fice. Garage parking is available at One American Center for $8. Remember the opening scene, 

when the convicts are chasing the string of boxcars pulled by a steam locomotive? That’s our 

own Texas State Railroad, and the scene was filmed somewhere between Rusk and Palestine, 

not far from Salmon Lake Park at Grapeland. 
 

www.austintheatre.org/film 

(512) 474-1221 
 

June 12: Blueberries and Bluegrass in  
Nacogdoches 
 

F riday night, June 12, 5-10 PM, there’ll be a bluegrass concert at Banita Creek Park North, 

in Nacogdoches, featuring the Steve Hartz Family Band (5 PM, Nacogdoches), Coursey 

Family Band (6 PM, from nor th Texas), Blake Brothers (7 PM, Shrevepor t), Bottom Dol-

lar String Band (8 PM, a CTBA member  band from Austin), and Catahoula Drive (9 PM, 
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 Pineville, Louisiana). The park is at 501 Pearl St., near the intersection of Taylor Avenue and 

Baxter Duncan St., west of Business 59. Parking provided by First Baptist Church on North 

Street and Pearl Street. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets. This is all part of the Texas Blueber-

ry Festival in Nacogdoches. There’ll be food vendors – reckon they’ll have blueberries for sale? 
 

tbf.nacogdoches.org/ 

(936) 560-5533 

2015 Memorial Day Festival, Grapeland 
 

T he 18th Annual Memorial Day festival (May 21-24) at Salmon Lake Park is now in the 

history books. Now organized by Colee Biller and Scott Armstrong, this East Texas insti-

tution is still going strong. Bobby Giles and Music Mountain won the band contest here back in 

April, so they kicked off the festivities. CTBA jammers who used to jam at ArtZ Rib House 

will remember Bobby from then. A pretty heavy mist set in Thursday night and drove part of 

the crowd away, but there were still some diehards in the lawnchairs, under umbrellas and plas-

tic, to listen to Robertson County Line, the Bordertown Ramblers, Pine Island Station, and 

those East Texas veterans Hickory Hill (yes, they’re still at it!). On Friday morning, a dump 

truck and a work crew brought in sand to fill up eroded areas, the weather cleared off and 

turned mostly sunny, and the crowds emerged from the campers. I left on Saturday, disappoint-

ed that I had to leave before Catahoula Drive came on, but I took some pictures that show a few 

of the bands, the entrance area, and “downtown” Salmon Lake (following pages). 
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Hickory Hill played at Salmon Lake on Thursday night. Photo by K. Brown 

Bordertown Ramblers play Friday afternoon. L to R: Jordan Kishbaugh (banjo), Bobby 

Nichols (guitar), Kenny Snow (hidden, mandolin), Ben Sims (bass). Photo by K. Brown. 
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Robertson County Line plays the Friday afternoon show. That’s former CTBA board 

member Jacob Roberts on bass. Photo by K. Brown. 
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Dylan Hall and Pure Tradition play Friday afternoon. These guys (well, some of them) 

played our Hallettsville festival last summer. Photo by K. Brown. 
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Cara Cooke - Continuing the Journey 

 

by Bob Vestal 
 
Let’s get to know you. Where were you born and reared? 

When I was born, my father was serving in the Navy, so I 

was born in a naval hospital in Rhode Island – over a little 

bottle of Texas soil. I was raised in the Houston area – Pasa-

dena, Deer Park, and Harris County (near Crosby).  Houston 

has been home to many in my family since around 1891. 

 

How/when did you get to Austin? 

I came to Austin in 1981 to attend the University of Texas 

(in mechanical engineering; I changed my major to comput-

er science later.)  I took jobs to pay for school, which even-

tually gave me the opportunity to get in on the bottom floor 

of what we now call GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 

technology. 

 

What is your career outside of music? 

I am a GIS analyst with the Austin Water Utility. In short, I work with geographically relat-

ed data and software and help our users do the same, which also means that I help them 

with their hardware and software problems, as well, when those are preventing them from 

using their GIS tools and data. I have worked for the City of Austin in the world of GIS for 

about 30 years. 

 

What instruments do you play? 

Anything that strikes my fancy. My first, most important, instrument is my voice. I have a 

natural sense of harmony to the extent that I really had to learn what melody was. I hear 

everything all at once and it all works together, so sometimes melody is hard to get into.  

The harmonies are just too available.  So, whenever it is possible to do something creative 

with it, I sing harmony. 

 

My next best instrument is the harmonica. I am one of the few “fiddle-style” bluegrass har-

monica players in the country.  The first music I played on the harmonica was an Irish tune, 

and I have been playing fiddle tunes ever since. Once in a jam, I sang and played my little C 

diatonic harmonica in songs in the keys of C, G, D, A, and F.  When we got to E major, 

though, I was running out of notes on which to take a break. So the harmonica and guitar 

player/lead singer in the group kicked me out of the jam with the words, “Come back when 

you figure out how to play that thing.” 

 

Upright bass would be the next instrument on the list, if you were to put them in the order 

of skill. Mandolin serves often as my accompanying instrument. It is small and works well 

with the harmonica. Guitar was the third instrument I tried to learn (after French horn for 

the school band and harmonica). I flat pick and finger pick, but I am probably most useful 

in groups as a rhythm guitar player.  

Photo by Nancy Shiring. 
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I play or play around with many other instruments, including mountain dulcimer, various 

types of flutes, fiddle, banjo, dobro, bodhran, trumpet, sax, etc.  Part of my fascination with 

music is the science – how and why things work and how/why they affect us the way they 

do.  I learn from every instrument I have ever tried to play, even if I do not master it.  They 

teach me about themselves and things I might not have considered on the other instruments 

I already play.  I have a menagerie of odds and ends in my musical collection.  Music is a 

journey, and they are the vehicles that take me. 

 

Who are your favorite/most influential artist/musicians? 

This is harder to answer than you know. I love a wide variety of music - classical, jazz, 

bluegrass, Celtic, and most everything else.  My favorites are those first four, but they also 

cover a wide range – and they also require considerable practice, skill, and knowledge. 

They have many commonalities, though they are still quite different. 

 

The first fiddler who took an interest in me was in a combo at a Hofbrau we went to when I 

was a kid.  Every visit, he played to me and showed me things, and took a few hairs from 

his bow and gave them to me as a souvenir.  I eventually had a whole collection.  I have 

never forgotten. 

 

Later on, I heard Itzak Perlman take a respite from classical and fiddle away. I learned from 

him that there was value in both violin and fiddle. Still later, as I worked with Mary Hatters-

ley and the Blazing Bows, I learned more about those values – how the two different styles, 

and the techniques required by them, complement each other to make a more well-rounded 

musician. 

 

Most of my exposure to bluegrass was through documentaries and the occasional show that 

showed up on TV or the radio. I was a fan of Country Gazette, Flatt and Scruggs, the 

Dillards, and got my share of Bill Monroe, the Stanley Brothers, and Jim and Jesse.  As I 

learned to play guitar, I learned even more, especially Tony Rice and Dan Crary.  My favor-

ites in those bands were Alan Munde, Byron Berline, and Dan Crary.  I grew to understand 

and appreciate Tony Rice more as I got better on guitar. 

 

When I began to play in Austin, I had to learn new material. We played different stuff in the 

Houston area from that played here. As I did, I met Buck and Ben Buchanan. They encour-

aged me to pitch in and I did – in voice and harmonica. I also met fiddlers Morris Crowder 

and Duane Knopp. Both took an interest to see how far I would push the harmonica. Morris 

introduced me to one of my favorite bands, the Nashville Bluegrass Band (it was one of 

his.)  

  

Duane Knopp, in particular, was extremely influential. He spent a lot of time during the 

week dreaming up challenges for all of the pickers for the weekend jam.  He brought a ton 

of fiddle tunes to this area when he moved here, and he always made any jam an event to 

remember.  But more importantly to me, he managed somehow to take the time to help me 

learn what I innately knew and build on it.  Part of the repertoire of tunes I know can be 

largely attributed to him.  

 

There have been many helpful or influential musicians in this area. I have loved playing and 
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getting to know them all.  The list starts with the ones I have already mentioned and in-

cludes Jerry Lightsey, Ruy Wallace, Dave Seeman, and Wes Green, but it doesn’t stop 

there. We are incredibly lucky to have the range of talent we have here. 

 

 Have you played with any bands? 

I played with the Manchaca All Stars since their formation at the Manchaca Firehall in the 

early 1980’s (approximately 30 years). Initially, I was a harmony singer and bluegrass har-

monica player, but I took up bass when it was needed, and have also played guitar and man-

dolin for them. They were the house band at the Manchaca Firehall, though over time, we 

also played festivals and other locations, as well. 

 

Fightin’ Creek was a break-out band from the Manchaca All Stars.  Some of the other break 

out bands included W yldwood and High Stakes Rollers. Fightin’ Creek included Ben Bu-

chanan, Gloria Buchanan, Dayne Hatten, me, and Billy Bowers or Dave Seeman (on banjo). 

It only ran three years, but it was a great three years. 

 

Then there was Blazing Bows, the Ledbetters, American Heritage (me, Dayne Hatten, and 

Doug Taylor), and Red Eye – Randy Collier’s band that came down from the Dallas area 

when he came to Austin. They always played great music. It consisted of me, Randy, Kevin 

Willette, Karen Abrahams, and then Mike McCarthy on mando and Steve Schwelling on 

banjo. 

 

How/when did you get involved in CTBA and why? 

I became involved in the 1980s. I learned about the association and the related jams at the 

Manchaca Firehall jam and I wanted to support it in some way. In the 1990s, I served on the 

board. I created the workshop program we had that year: one instrument lesson at the jam 

per month. It was a lot of work to put together, but it enjoyed some success. 

 

Do you attend any of the local jams? 

I attend jams when I have the time. Any jam is likely. The jam at Hill’s and the jam at the 

Texican Café are the most common places you might find me, though I also attend BABA’s 

events when I can, the jam at Fayetteville, and various other jams that are not necessarily 

bluegrass, but offer interesting challenges (jazz, songwriter, etc.). 

 

What advice would you give someone just starting out with an instrument? 

If this is their first instrument and they really are just beginning, I would suggest they get 

themselves a good teacher. Pay attention to the lessons, but find what you like in the world 

of recordings, too, because it may help you learn to focus your interests and energies later 

on. It is pretty common for a student, over time, to find a tune that they just really want to 

learn. A good teacher can usually find good lessons to work on in the tune to aid the stu-

dent’s advancement. If the tune is way too advanced, then the tune serves as a good goal – 

something for later – a good reason to pay attention to the lessons provided by the teacher. 

 

Sometimes there is something that attracts you to an instrument, so that something is what 

you are seeking to find. Lessons may help or they may take you away from it. Ultimately, 

music is in our heads, and our hands, etc., are what we use to express what is going on in 

our heads.  However, lessons can also help us find more of what attracted us to the instru-

ment, so the advanced player would need to work it out for themselves what they need.   
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Music is a journey. Sometimes you have to find your own way, even if there are a lot of les-

sons along it. 

 

If you are a really good musician, remember what it was like while you were learning – 

what you thought or felt and who you followed. The musicians that are coming up behind 

you need your guidance to be encouraged to move forward. If you forget, you may acci-

dentally discourage them. 
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CTBA Artists and Bands 
Karen Abrahams 
Band 
(512) 484-0751 ka-
ren@karenabrahams.com 
www.karenabrahsms.com 
 

Alan Munde Gazette 
Bill Honker bhonk-
er@gmail.com 
 

The Austin Steamers 
Joe Sundell (501) 416-4640 
www.theaustinsteamers.com 
 

Bee Creek Boys 
Jim Umbarger (512) 922-5786 
info@beecreekboys.com 
 

Better Late Than Never 
Duane Calvin (512) 835-0342 
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.com 
 

Blazing Bows 
Cara Cooke (512) 280-9104 
caracooke@gmail.com 
 

Bluebonnet Pickers 
Brooks Blake (830) 798-1087 
ranchdoc@zeecon.com 
 

Blue Creek Bluegrass 
Gospel Band 
Bing Rice (830) 253-7708 
bluecreekbg.com 
bluecreekbing@cs.com 
 

Blue Creek String 
Band 
Thomas Chapmond 
(512) 791-3411 
tchapmond@gmail.com 
 

Blue Skyz Band 
Mike Lester (210) 913-9597 
www.blueskyzband.com 
 

Bottom Dollar String 
Band 
John Ohlinger (512) 431-5150 
Bottomdollarstringband 
@gmail.com 
 

David & Barbara 
Brown 

(361) 985-9902 
ddbrown@grandecom.net 

 
 
 

BuffaloGrass 
Don Inbody (512) 923-0704 
don@inbody.net 
buffalograssmusic.com 
 

Carper Family Band 
Jenn Miori 
carperfamilyband@gmail.com 
 

Chasing Blue 
(512) 963-7515 
suzoleson@aol.com 
www.chasingblueband.com 
 

Christy & the Plowboys 
Dan Foster (512) 452-6071 
dan@fostersplace.com 
 

Eddie Collins 
(512) 873-7803 
www.eddiecollins.biz 
tuneman@austin.rr.com 
 

David Diers & #910 
Train       (512) 814-5145 

daviddiersbooking@gmail.com 
 

Four Fights Per Pint 
Jay Littleton (512) 848-1634 
bluegrassman@usa.com 
 

The Grazmatics              
Wayne Ross (512) 303-2188 
rossdeanie@aol.com 
 

Hard to Make a Living 
john.hood.tx@sbcglobal.net 
 

Allen Hurt & the 
Mountain Showmen 
Allen Hurt (Sherman, Texas) 
www.allenhurt.com 
 

The Ledbetters 
Spencer Drake (830) 660-2533 
kthdrake@wildblue.net 
 

Lone Star Swing 
Gary Hartman (979) 378-2753 
gh08@txstate.edu 
 

Los Bluegrass Vatos 
Danny Santos 
danny_santos@hotmail.com 
 

The Lost Pines       
Talia Bryce (512) 814-5134                         
thelostpines@gmail.com 
www.lostpinesband.com 
 

 
 

Missing Tradition 
Diana & Dan Ost  
(512) 850-4362 
missingtradition@gmail.com 
 

Rod Moag & Texas 
Grass 
(512) 467-6825 
rodmoag@texas.net 
 

Out of the Blue 
Jamie Stubblefield 
(512) 923-4288 
jamie5011@aol.com 
www.outoftheblue.ws 
 

The Pickin’ Ranch 
Ramblers 
Richie Mintz 
Ritchie@ritchiemintz.com 
 

Pine Island Station 
Gary & Janine Carter 
(936) 520-2952 
pineislandstation@gmail.com 
www.pineislandstation.com 
 

The Piney Grove 
Ramblers 
Wayne Brooks (512) 699-8282 
877-899-8269 
www.pgramblers.com 
 

The Prime Time 
Ramblers 
Jacob Roberts 
jrobertsrr@gmail.com 
 

Ragged Union 
Geoff Union (512) 563-9821 
geoffu@geoffunion.com 
 

James Reams & the 
Barnstormers 
(718) 374-1086 
james@jamesreams.com 
www.jamesreams.com 
 

Redfire String Band 
Molly Johnson 
 

Robertson County 
Line 
Jeff Robertson (512) 629-5742 
jaydubya7@yahoo.com 

 

 
 
 

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Bluegrass Band 
Dave Walser 
dave@davewalser.com 
 

Shawn Spiars 
(512) 627-3921 
sspiars@gmail.com 
 

The Showmen  
Bluegrass Band 
Ben Buchanan 
bbuchanan6@austin.rr.com 
 

The Sieker Band 
Rolf & Beate Sieker 
(512) 733-2857 
www.siekerband.com 
thesiekers@aol.com 
 

The Stray Bullets 
Bob Cartwright (512) 415-8080 
bob.cartwright@sbcglobal.net 
 

String Beans 
Mike Montgomery 
mikemon@astro.asutexas.edu 
 

Upham Family Band 
Tracie Upham 
uphambluegrass@gmail.com 

 

White Dove 
Angie Beauboef 
glen_angieb@yahoo.com 
 

Wires and Wood 
David Dyer (210) 680-1889 
wiresandwood.net 
daviddyer@satx.rr.com 
 

Woodstreet Blood-
hounds 
(Oak Park, Illinois) 
Robert Becker (708) 714-7206 
robertbecker1755 
@sbcglobal.net 
 

Yellowgrass 
Brett Morgan (512) 745-0671 

morganpiper@yahoo.com 
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CTBA Area Jams and Events  
AUSTIN  AREA, CTBA 

Every Sunday, 3 PM-??, CTBA Sunday jam 

at Hill’s Café, 4700 S. Congress; (512) 851-

9300. 
 

2nd and 4th Saturday, 3-5 PM, beg./int. jam 

at Wildflower Terrace, 3801 Berkman Drive; 
Steve Mangold  (512) 345-6155. 

 

1st and 3rd Thursday, 7-9 PM, beg./int. jam, 

Northwest Hills area; Steve Mangold  (512) 

345-6155. 

 
Every Thursday, 6-9 PM, beg./int. jam, 

Texican Café, 11940 Manchaca Road; Dave 

Stritzinger, (512)689-4433. 
 

Every Tuesday, 8-10 PM, Texas Old Time 

Fiddling, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto; 
(512) 474-1958. 

 
 

BANDERA 

4th Friday of each month at Silver  Sage 

Corral– east of Bandera.  Starts at 6:30 pm.  

For more info call (830)796-4969  (Not on 

Good Friday) 
 

BELLVILLE 

Texas Bluegrass Music jam/show Jan. through 
September,  4th Sat; 4pm jam, 6:30 pm show. 

Coushatte Recreation Ranch, 2812 Nelius Rd. 

(936) 697-5949              coleebiller@aol.net    
www.TXBluegrassMusic.com 

Plenty of RV camping, restrooms, showers. 

 

BURNET 

2nd Saturday, 5 PM, Café 2300, Hwy 29 

west 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI 

2nd Sunday, 2 PM, jam at Her itage Park, 

1581 N. Chaparral St. Bill Davis (361) 387-

4552, stx.bluegrass@gmail.com 
 

DALLAS 

1st Tuesday, 7-9 PM, Charley’s Guitar Shop, 
2720 Royal Lane #100. (972) 243-4187 

www.charleysguitar.com/Events.asp 
 

DICKINSON 

Every Friday, 7-9 PM, Dickinson BBQ and 

Steakhouse, 2111 FM 517 East. 
 

FAYETTEVILLE: 

Texas Pickin’ Park: Jam 2nd Saturday, Apr.-

Nov. beginning at 6 PM on the courthouse 

square.  Acoustic instruments only. 
For info:  info@texaspickinpark.com 

www.texaspickinpark.com 
 

GARLAND 

Bluegrass on the Square: Every Saturday, 
March- November  between Main and State 

Sts. At 6th, 7:30 PM to 1 AM 
 

GLEN ROSE 

3rd Saturday, Oakdale Park, Paluxy River 

Bluegrass Association, free stage show and 

jam; John Scott (817) 525-0558. 

 
HOUSTON 

1st Tuesday, Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA Rd 1 

 
JOHNSON CITY 

3rd Saturday, 2-6 PM, jam at The Dome, 706 

W. Main St., Hwy 290 W; Charlene Crump, 
(512) 632-5999. Potluck at 6 PM, optional 

jamming afterward. 

 
LEAGUE CITY (BABA) 

3rd Saturday: J am 5 PM,  Stage show 6:30 
PM Jan- Nov., League City Civic Center, 300 

W. Walker St. (281) 636-9419. Sponsored by 

Bay Area Bluegrass Association. 

 
LIBERTY HILL 

4rth Saturday, 4-9 PM, jam at the Stocktank, 
8950 Ranch Road 1869, Liberty Hill;  

(512) 778-6878. 

 
LLANO 

4th Saturday (Jan.-Oct.), 5:30-10:30 PM, 

Bluegrass in the Hill Country jam at the Badu 

House, 601 Bessemer  Ave.; (325) 247-2238; 

www.bluegrassinthe hillcountry.org 

 
PEARL 

1st  Saturday: Jam all day/night,  stage 

show, 12:15 PM-6:15 PM; food and RV 
hookups available. Pearl Community Center, 

on FM 183, 7 mi. south of Purmela; contact 

info@pearlbluegrass.com. Check web site for 
show schedule: 
 

www.pearlbluegrass.com 

 
ROUND ROCK 

3rd Saturday, 2-5 PM, jam at Danny Ray’s 

Music, 12 Chisholm Trail; (512) 671-8663. 

www.dannyraysmusic.com  

 
SAN ANTONIO 

Every Monday, 6:30-8:30 PM, at The Barbe-

cue Station, 1610 NE Loop 410 at Harry 

Wurzbach exit; (210) 824-9191. 

 
Every Tuesday, 6-8 PM, bluegrass jam (up 

the hill) and country jam (to the left) at Home-
wood Residence at Castle Hills, 1207 Jackson 

Keller Rd. 

 
SCHULENBERG 

1st and 3rd Tuesday, 6:0-9 PM, jam at Schu-

lenberg RV Park Community Center, 65 N. 

Kessler Ave. Laretta Baumgarten  (979) 743-
4388; camp@schulenbergrvpark.com 
 

TOMBALL 

Saturday, noon–4 PM, bluegrass jam at 

Kleb Woods Nature Center and Preserve, 

20301 Mueschke Road, Tomball.  (281) 373-
1777 or 

(281) 910-4396. 

tonynema@earthlink.net 

  

 

 

Editor’s note: this list of jams 

hasn’t been verified in a long 

time. Call ahead before check-

ing out an unfamiliar jam, to 

make sure it’s still active. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Membership and Advertising Rates 
 

Join the CTBA:  www.centtraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html 
 

   Newsletter online   Advertising rates  

   subscription     
 

 Individual $25     Ad size  Price 

 Band  $35     Full page $30 

 Student  $15     1/2 page $15 

 Family  $35     1/4 page $12 

 Business $50     1/8 page $10 

 Lifetime $300     1/8 page $10 
 

Take $5 off the advertising rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the 

month. Advertisers assume liability for ad content and any claims arising therefrom. Send ad copy as 

PDF file to kbrown@austin.utexas.edu  

and send payment to: 
 

 Central Texas Bluegrass Association 

 Box 9816 

 Austin, Texas 78766 

Merchandise 
 

Compilation CD of member bands, vol 2 $10 

CTBA logo T-shirt (black, white, orange) $15 

Earl Scruggs design T-shirt  $20 

Mona Lisa design T-shirt   $20 

 
 

 

 
 

Pine Island Station 

Gluten-free, artisanal bluegrass. 
 

Janine Carter, mandolin                           Brian Meadors, guitar 
Gary Carter, bass                       Scott Sylvester, banjo 
Ken Brown, dobro                        www.pineislandstation.com 
 

Available for graduation parties, weddings, divorce parties, whippet races, convenience store openings, pig 

roasts, county fairs, Grammy award shows, armadillo races, chili cookoffs, toga parties, clambakes, barn rais-

ings, yacht-launching ceremonies, greased-pig contests, bingo sessions, and bluegrass festivals. 

—  Face us on Findbook  — 
 

http://www.pineislandstation.com

