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The CTBA Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 2nd

at Hill’s Cafe in south Austin, at 4700 South Congress.

The CTBA board is 
planning a big cele-
bration for its annual 
membership meeting. 

We have invited one 
of the premier blue-
grass bands, Bright 
Munde to perform. 

Bright Munde is the 
exciting new pairing 
of world-renowned 
banjo player, Alan 
Munde, and mandolin 
virtuoso, Billy Bright.

Rounding out the 
group is Steven 
Crow, and Elliot 
Rogers. This group 
wowed folks at the 
Llano Bluebell Festi-
val earlier this year. 
They are not to be 
missed!

Along with Bright 
Munde, Eddie Collins 
has reunited with 
the High Stakes 
Rollers to open the 
show.

The music will start at 
approximately 4:45 p.m. 
Sunday afternoon.

We will be raffl ing off 
an Alvarez dreadnought 
guitar and a Trinity A-
type mandolin, along 
with other prizes. As 
always, we will have 
our great collection of 

t-shirts and goodies to 
purchase.

Plus, Hill’s has plenty of 
jam space, so bring your 
instrument and pick a 
tune or two or three....

The Annual Meeting will 
kick off at 4:00 p.m. fol-
lowing the CTBA regu-
lar Sunday jam at 2:00 
p.m.

As part of the meeting, 
we will be introducing 
the new 2015 CTBA 
Board members, will re-
view the year, and pro-
vide a peek into next 
year’s plans.

So, come on out and 
enjoy the day, music, see 
some old friends, and 
make some new ones.

The music will be over 
in plenty of time if you 
plan to attend the Art 
Blondin memorial at 
Threadgill’s South that 
occurs after the CTBA 
Annual Meeting.
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Rhonda Vincent & The Rage  Seldom Scene 
 Gibson Brothers  Joe Mullins & Radio Ramblers 

Kenny & Amanda Smith Band  Balsam Range 
Rambling Rooks  Flatt Lonesome 

Two days of great music, chili, and 
 

Festival hours  
Friday 4:30p - 10p  
Saturday 10:30a - 10p.

Farmers Branch Historical Park 
2540 Farmers Branch Ln  

 
Discounted Festival Room Rates! 
RV parking available.

BluegrassHeritage.org for more details 
about special deals on hotel rooms.

Artists and schedule subject to change 
without notice.

BloominBluegrass.com
info@BloominBluegrass.com This event is 

brought to you 
by the City of 
Farmers Branch, 

Bluegrass Heritage 
Foundation.

FREE 

Free Admission, no ticket required

Join us for the Friday night festival after-party 
 with Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen  

10:30pm at the Night Hotel  
(Free for Night Hotel Guests) 

Friday & Saturday October 17-18, 2014 
Farmers Branch Texas Historical Park

BluegrassHeritage.org
Bluegrass Heritage Foundation
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Meet a CTBA Member - Brooks Blake
by Bob Vestal

Let’s get to know you. Where were you born and reared?
Born in Fort Worth, TX, and grew up in Austin, TX.

Married? Kids?
Married to my lovely wife, Marian. I have two grown sons, from a previous marriage, and two grand-
sons.

How/when did you get to Marble Falls?
Moved to Marble Falls in 1978 after graduating from SWTSU 
(now Texas State), to our ranch, which I worked on for 12 
years before changing careers and eventually going back to 
school.

I became a physician and moved back to Marble Falls in 2002.

Are you working or retired? What is/was your career if it was 
not full-time music?

I have retired my medical practice and now am engaged full 
time in running the business at our ranch, Hidden Falls Adven-
ture Park, and Copperhead Creek Shooting Club.

Any other musicians in your family?
My mother played piano. My wife plays guitar and we play together in a little bluegrass band.

What instrument(s) do you play?
I played guitar starting in Junior High and High School, but not much more than three-cord rock. I 
received a mandolin for my 49th birthday and began to play it with more intention and that led me 
straight to Bluegrass.

Who are your favorite artist/musicians?
That’s a hard one. I have a list – Ricky Skaggs, Steep Canyon Rangers, Balsam Range, etc.,  all the way 
back to Bill Monroe.

Has bluegrass always been your focus?
No, I was a “hippie” back in the day.  But even then, I watched Porter Wagoner and Hee-Haw every 
week. I grew up listening to rock and roll and country on KNOW in Austin, without making too 
much of a distinction. But, gravitated to Rock in the late ‘60s through the ‘80s, along with some of 
the “Hippie Country” of the ‘70s.

What is your association with CTBA?
If you like Bluegrass, you need to support it.

What opportunities do you have there in Marble 
Falls to play or jam with others?

I play with a Christian Country Gospel Band 
“Mercy and Grace”, with my wife. We play every 
Wednesday at The WOW service at the Methodist 
Church, and we both play in a band “The Bluebon-
net Pickers”. It’s hard to make a lot of Jams, as I 
work a lot of weekends.
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Eddie Adcock was announced as the winner of this year’s Steve Mar-
tin Prize for Excellence in Banjo and Bluegrass this past month. The 
$50,000 cash grant will help Eddie pay off medical bills that he has ac-
crued through open-heart surgery in 2004 and, beginning in 2007, a se-
ries of brain surgeries to address deteriorating motor skills in his right 
hand. 

Adcock played with Bill Monroe at a young age and was a member of 
what many consider to be the “classic” line up of the Country Gentle-
men--Adcock, Charlie Waller (guitar), John Duffey (mandolin and Do-
bro), and Tom Gray (bass). For the past 30+ years he has performed as a 
duo with his wife, Martha. 

Also an accomplished guitarist, Eddie has always been considered an innovator and has infused 
the styles of other musical genres from other instruments into his banjo style. He continues 
to write new material and keep a rigorous touring schedule.

Steve Martin, along with a board of “certifi ed” banjo players like Béla Fleck, J. D. Crowe, and 
Tony Trischka consider a variety of factors when choosing a recipient for the award. Some 
have been up-and-coming players like Noam Pikelny (Punch Brothers), while others like Ad-
cock, have an established lengthy musical legacy. 

Eddie Adcock Wins Prize for Excellence
by Eddie Collins

Instruction for Banjo,
Guitar, and Mandolin

Private Lessons in North and South Austin

Eddie Collins
www.eddiecollins.biz

512-873-7803

   Brenton Lewis
   City Manager

Offi ce: 325-247-4158, x206
    Fax:  325-247-4150
blewis@cityofl lano.com
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Meet a CTBA Band - Out of the Blue
by Bob Vestal

There are times when you’re out scouting the universe that you fi nd a real gem right in your own 
backyard. Such is the case with our focus artists this month - Out of the Blue. Made up of Ginger 
Evans, Rob Lifford, and Jamie Stubblefi eld, this talented trio thrills thousands at Threadgill’s and 
beyond. Let’s start of with getting to know a little bit more about each of them.
Tell us about your upbringing?

Ginger: I was born in Austin, grew up at Volente on Lake Travis, and went to school in Leander. In 
tenth grade we lived in Hawaii for a year, then I fi nished high school in Corpus Christi.

Rob: I’m from Nesconset, a smallish town on Long Island, New York. It’s about an hour drive or 
train ride from New York City. I lived there from birth through college.

Jamie: I was born in Fort Carson, Colorado. My father was in the Army, so we lived in a number of 
places, some overseas. I never went to the same school twice until high school in San Antonio. I 
got to go all four years there.

Any other musicians in your family?
Ginger: My sister, Sandi, plays bluegrass in 
Pennsylvania.

Rob: My parents didn’t play, but my mom’s 
brother — the one I happened to be named 
after — is a fantastic musician; he plays piano, 
guitar, bass, and I think some woodwinds, too. 
He’s had a long career as a music teacher and 
choral director in New York City. Mom’s oth-
er brother played drums with Uncle Robert in 
a band in high school, and I think he’s recently 
taken the drums back up after retirement. My 
brother (he still lives on Long Island) is a killer 
blues harmonica player. He’s played with a few 
great bands over the years and once even got 

to sit in for a couple songs with the Allman Brothers Band.

Jamie: My father tells me that his grandfather was a good fi ddler and played all the dances in the 
area where he lived. My mom is a very good pianist so there was always a piano in the house.

How/when did you get to Austin?
Ginger: I’ve owned an old farm house in Niederwald for 40 years.

Rob: My wife and I taught English in South Korea for a few years after college and, as we were 
wrapping up our last contract there, we decided to try living someplace new and aimed for the 
middle of the country so we could easily fl y to either coast to visit our far-fl ung families. We ar-
rived here in November of 2001, so we’re just about at the 13-year mark.

Jamie: I came back to town on Halloween in 1990 to work for an alternative fuels start-up.

What was/is your career outside of music?
Ginger: I substitute taught in elementary and middle school. I now work for Tom Ellis at Precision 
Pearl making inlays for musical instruments.

Rob: I’ve been a web developer and occasional user experience designer for the past 10 years. For 

Out of the Blue: Jamie, Rob, & Ginger.
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the past three of those years I’ve been with SpaceCraft; we make a website content management 
and design tool. Both www.outoftheblue.ws and my other music site, www.roblifford.com, are built 
and hosted on SpaceCraft.

Jamie: Professionally, I have always worked in the energy industry, except for a stint at a small col-
lege. Most of my years have been spent in the alternative fuels industry, primarily oriented towards 
natural gas as a vehicle fuel.

What instruments do you play?
Ginger: Bass is my main instrument. I’ve had a 1937 Kay since 1972. I can play a tiny bit of guitar, 
mandolin, and ukulele.

Rob: In Out of the Blue, it’s all mandolin and vocals for me, but I also love to play guitar. We have a 
tenor banjo at home that belonged to my wife’s great-grandfather. I fl ail around on that from time 
to time. Learning fi ddle is the big daydream lately.

Jamie: I play the guitar. I used to be a decent banjo player, but after deciding to learn to fl atpick I 
have been working on my guitar playing. It is apparent that trying to get better at that will be a 
lifelong pursuit.

Who are your favorite artist/musicians?
Ginger: That’s a tough one. I like a lot of different kinds 
of music, mostly acoustic and old stuff. The early blue-
grass groups were awesome, but I also like the young-
sters who are so talented and inventive.

Rob: When it comes to bluegrass, I’m especially nuts 
about The Bluegrass Album Band and Hot Rize. I got to 
hear a lot of the weirder, vaguely-related-to-bluegrass 
stuff like David Grisman Quintet and Béla Fleck & the 
Flecktones before I really knew any traditional grass 
(an easy thing to do coming from the northeast in the 
‘90s, when jam bands were really big), so I still tend to 
like anyone who blurs the lines and does interesting 
stuff on bluegrass instruments. The Strength in Num-
bers album has been one of my all-time favorites from 
the fi rst time I heard it.

Jamie: Besides Rob Lifford and Ginger Evans? I am most impressed with acoustic artists who can 
mesmerize and entertain us with their musical talents single-handedly. After appropriately and 
reverently recognizing the fl atpicking fathers (thank you Doc, Tony, Norman, Clarence, and Dan), a 
few of my favorites are Tony McManus, Robin Bullock, John Renbourne, Tommy Emanuel, and whom 
I think is the greatest living guitar player on the face of the earth, Chris Newman.

Has bluegrass always been your focus?
Ginger: I was inspired to play bass when I went to a bluegrass festival in ‘71 or ‘72 and was blown 
away by Monroe, Flat and Scruggs, Del McCory, Jim and Jesse. In the ‘80s I branched out to western, 
cowboy music, but I’ve always enjoyed jamming other styles, blues, folk, old timey, old country. Jamie 
and Rob asking me to join them brought my focus back more to bluegrass. Picking with those guys 
is so much fun!

Rob: For me, it was electric guitar that drew me to playing music. My brother was a blues nut from 
the time he started college and high school and that led to rock, jazz, and jam bands, and I played 
a lot of all that stuff from my teens through my twenties. It wasn’t until I got to Austin that I really 
got going with the mandolin and started to focus on bluegrass. CTBA’s jams at Artz Rib House 
were the biggest part of my bluegrass education by far.

Out of the Blue: Jamie, Rob, & Ginger playing a gig at 
Patsy’s Cowgirl Cafe in Austin.
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Proud to Support CTBA!

Megan Pumphrey
P. O. Box 319
Leander, TX 78646
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Jamie: No. In high school, although I primarily played acoustic guitar, I was into rock and roll. My 
favorite band was Foghat.

How did Out of the Blue come about?
Jamie: We were just talking amongst ourselves a couple of weeks ago as to how long we’ve been 
together. Actually, it was quite self-indulgent how we came to be.

About 10 years ago I decided to try to learn to fl atpick. At the time I was playing in an Irish band, 
Ptarmigan, and we had a great young cellist named Dawn Biega playing with us. I met Rob through 
a mutual friend (thanks, Kyle!) and immediately recognized his amazing musical talents. I asked Rob 
and Dawn if they wanted to try a little bluegrass together, they said yes, and Out of the Blue was 
born.

We played together for several years until Dawn decided to get married and move away. Sometime 
later, Eddie Collins suggested that we might enjoy playing with a bass player named Ginger Evans. 
I guess this was maybe fi ve years ago? She came to a rehearsal, decided Rob and I needed some 
adult supervision, and that is today’s Out of the Blue.

Where do you perform?
Jamie: We’ve had the opportunity to play many fun and interesting events in the last several years. 
Recurring gigs for us are Threadgill’s North Sunday Brunch where we have been holding down the 
fi rst Sunday of the month slot for almost two years now. We frequently play at the Green Mesquite 
and regularly at the Farmers Markets around town.

Does the group have a CD or one planned?
Jamie: We’ve spent some time in the studio, but have never formally put anything out. Rob has a 
solo CD that I would recommend highly to anyone who likes good music. (And, a little bird says 
Rob may have a new CD out early next year! - Ed.)

How/when did you get involved in CTBA?
Ginger: I’ve been somewhat involved with CTBA from it’s beginning. Bluegrass pickers would gath-
er at the AFTM jams at the Split Rail before CTBA was formed. I was on the board for a couple 
years.

Jamie: I was asked to be on the board in the 2005 or so. When asked to serve again last year I was 
happy to do so, and very much enjoyed the experience with my fellow board members.

With Rob and Jamie currently on the board of CTBA and with Ginger’s past connection, you can see 
why CTBA always has been and is in good hands. And, speaking of good hands, check out some of the 
best bluegrass around produced with the hands, and other parts, of this fi ne group of folks known 
as Out of the Blue. More than likely wherever you fi nd them, you’ll also fi nd plenty of yummy food 
available, too...but, that’s another story for another time. Thanks to Ginger, Jamie, and Rob for sharing 
a little bit of their story with us.
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Art Blondin, best known as the owner of Artz Rib House, died 
suddenly at the age of 60 on August 30th. Art was known as a 
very friendly person who loved food and music to the point 
that his restaurant was one of the go-to spots in South Austin. 
Art originally ran Artz Caboose Restaurant on 5th Street. In 
1992, Art moved to the South Lamar location where he served 
great food and excellent live music for twenty years. After Artz 
closed, he opened his current restaurant in Florence, Texas. He 
is survived by his spouse, Zenobia Sutton (the ‘Z’ in Artz).

A tribute to how Art affected the food and music scene is when his business fell on hard times back 
in 2009. Due to back taxes and his wife’s health issue costs, Art was facing the possibility of closing 
Artz. Artists, musicians, and fans created events to raise money to help Art’s cause. The biggest event 
was held at Scholz Garten featuring Del Castillo, Slaid Cleaves, Redd Volkeart/Cindy Cashdollar, Caro-
lyn Wonderland/Shelley King, Warren Hood, Ephraim Owens, Austin Lounge Lizards, and Jon Emery.

But most of all, Art created a strong bond with CTBA by hosting our two major jams at Artz since 
1994. CTBA’s largest annual fund-raiser, the CTBA Garage Sale and Band Scramble, was held at Artz 
for years. Many CTBA bands performed at Artz.

Eddie Collins remembers, “The importance of Artz Rib House, 2330 S. Lamar in Austin, to bluegrass 
music in Central Texas cannot be overstated. During 1993 and 1994, CTBA had changed its jamming 
location a couple of times. The Grazmatics were playing at Artz and suggested we contact Art Blondin, 
the owner, and we did. What ensued was nearly a twenty-year run of Sunday afternoon jam sessions, 
both on the patio, in the parking lot, and in the various rooms of the restaurant. Artz supported live 
music fi ve nights a week. Monday night became Sara Elizabeth Campbell’s famous “Bummer Night.” 
Sunday evenings became an evening for bluegrass bands to showcase their talents following the jam.”

Not only one of the best stops for great BBQ in Austin, Artz became the mecca for Bluegrass music, 
sharing the venue with many other genres of music.

Eddie recalls how Artz became known as a major nurturer of the local music scene: “Art, being a 
musician himself (Bass player for the Jon Emery Band), always saw to it that the performing musicians 
were fed and paid and encouraged them to pass the tip jar. He also always tried to do right by his 
employees as well, like providing them health insurance. The vibe of Artz fi t laid back South Austin to 
a tee. It became known as a destination for visiting musicians, especially during events like SXSW and 
ACL. I was playing there one Thursday when Tony Trischka, Mike Marshall, and Darol Anger came in 
the night before they were to play at the Old Settler’s Bluegrass Festival. Art was laid back to a fault, 
sometimes not answering e-mails and phone calls in a timely matter, which made it very hard to line 
up dates with him sometimes. But you always felt like you were dealing with a person who genuinely 
cared about you and your music. His passing has certainly hit those of us who knew him very hard. 
We have lost a dear friend and big time supporter of our music.”

CTBA owes a huge amount of gratitude to Art Blondin and will miss him greatly. There will probably 
never be a bigger supporter of CTBA and Bluegrass music in Central Texas. He truly helped CTBA 
build the broad base it enjoys today.

Art Blondin - A true friend to bluegrass
by Stacy Holt and Eddie Collins

Art Blondin.
Photo by: Kelly West/AMERICAN-STATESMAN.
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The Future of Learning to Play Bluegrass?
by Eddie Collins

When I fi rst was learning banjo back in the early ‘70s, I thought it was cool that Earl Scruggs had a vinyl record 
that played several examples from his instruction book. Pete Wernick upped the ante with a “detachable sound 
sheet” in his 1974 publication Bluegrass Banjo. By the late 1970s, Homespun Tapes was offering lessons from 
the pros on cassette tapes.

My fi rst instruction book came out in 1992 and had an accompanying cassette tape. By then, video lessons on 
VHS tape were available and I soon after had to transfer all my sound fi les to accompanying CDs. Technology 
has undergone yet another revolution recently and is attempting to make CDs and DVDs obsolete.

This past year I released, with great help from Wes Monroe, the fi rst ever 
banjo book produced as an Apple iBook. My second book, a 192 page com-
prehensive start from scratch, step by step, course of study just came out. 
This is not just an eBook--an electronic page turner, rather it is an interactive 
learning method that maximizes the use of interactive technology.

All photos can be enlarged in order to see near life-size fi ngerings of both 
hands. Videos are posted right on the page you are reading and have close-ups 
of both hands. Likewise, there are hundreds of embedded sound examples 
that demonstrate phrases and complete songs at various speeds. Short phras-
es are looped for repeated practice. The interactive glossary of terms contains 
nearly 200 entries. You learn complete songs with backup parts, beginnings, 
endings, and solos in numerous different keys.

Anyone can access a free demonstration video of the book on YouTube by 
typing in Bluegrass Banjo in10 Easy Steps. As of now, iBooks will only 
play on iPads and Mac computers running system software 10.9, or higher. It is 
only available at the online Apple iBooks Bookstore.

If it were in hard copy with the four accompanying CDs and a DVD, it would cost around $60. In this format, 
however, the cost amazingly is only $15.99. My only worry now is, like one of my students said, I might be put-
ting myself out of business!

The October 2014 Bay Area Bluegrass Association (BABA) show will feature the Prairie Fire 
and Pet Rooster bluegrass bands. Don’t miss a great evening at the BABA free Bluegrass show and 
jam, Saturday October 18th at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center. You’ll fi nd them at 300 West 
Walker in League City, Texas. 
In addition to the music, you can try your luck at the raffl es and door prizes, and jam with old 
friends and new. If you are more of a grinner than a picker, enjoy the stage shows, along with some 
tasty food and bluegrass merchandise for sale.
Start the evening with jamming in one of three separate jam rooms, open from 5:00 until 11:30 
p.m. (including a slow jam for beginners). The stage shows begin at 7:00 p.m.
What more could you ask? While it’s free to get in the doors, keeping them open every month 
isn’t free, and they truly appreciate your generous donations so that they can continue offering 
this wonderful music and jamming opportunity to everyone.
For more info, contact BABA President Rick Kirkland at crk5820@msn.com or 281-488-2244 or 
see their website at www.bayareabluegrass.org.
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Burnt Ends
Not the main course but some mighty tasty bits.

Brother, can you spare a chair?
If you’re down around San Antonio and you don’t want to miss a jamming opportunity, check out Home-
wood Residence at Castle Hills, 1207 Jackson Keller Road, San Antonio, TX 78213. There are two jams at 
this location, both from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday.

When you come in the gate, to the left is the C&W amplifi ed, anything goes jam and right up the hill there 
is a Bluegrass, Old time, and Gospel jam. The bluegrass jam may be near capacity but there is room at the 
C&W jam. If you do go to the jam on Tuesday, be sure to bring a chair.

And, the Monday night jam is still kicking. Herb Knowlsen leads a Monday night jam, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at The 
Barbecue Station, 1610 N.E. Loop 410, at the Harry Wurzback exit. 210-824-9191.

Time for a nap!
The Bluegrass Pecan Festival Campout is hosting at Leisure Resort in Fentress, TX, this November 
14-15.  They’re having open jam sessions on Friday evening and all day Saturday and may look to schedule 
a band to play Saturday evening, maybe 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. They are also offering discounts to those who are 
coming who want to camp overnight. You can fi nd out all the info at www.leisureresort.net.

Is this our tent?
Winter HCAMP runs January 09-11, 2015, registration is now open, and they have some exciting fac-
ulty additions this year. Billy Bright will be joining the faculty for mandolin and Eddie Collins is returning to 
teach banjo and guitar. Anne Luna will be on faculty to teach stand up bass.

Billy Bright and Alan Munde have been touring and have a new CD. They will be performing at the faculty 
concert as well as teaching. Steve Smith, Chris Sanders, and Anne Luna - The Hard Road Trio will also be on 
faculty and performing for the faculty concert. Eddie Collins, Tim Porter,  and Dick Walker will round out 
the faculty for the weekend.

Camp returns to Mt. Wesley Conference Center. Meals and lodging are available on campus if you desire or 
in town. The campus lodging details and a link to the town lodging are available on the HCAMP website at 
hcamp.org or you can contact Bob & Corey at rbm@hcamp.org or 830-459-2120. You’ll see some familiar 
faces and friends and make many more when you join them for a wonderful weekend in beautiful down-
town Kerrville.

Is it made with real string?
Don’t forget that the 2014 Austin String Band Festival is Oct. 17-19 at Camp Ben McCullough. 
There’s an impressive lineup for this year’s festival. See the schedule and registration at
aftm.us/events/fall-stringband-festival.

No hard rock here.
The Stone Soup Sessions, a collaboration between the Austin Friends of Traditional Music and the Texas 
Music Museum is held every third Sunday from 2:00-5:00 p.m. Parking is free. It all takes place at the Texas 
Music Museum, 1109 E 11th St, Austin, TX, and is free of charge and open to the public. The next Session 
is scheduled for Oct. 19th. All traditional and bluegrass musicians are invited to participate and interested 
listeners are invited to enjoy the session. For info, contact David Polacheck at polacheckdavid@gmail.com 
or 512-750-8142 or see texasmusicmuseum.org.

Mark your calendar.
The Nelson McGee Memorial Bluegrass Festival takes place April 10-11, 2015, at the Wells Fargo 
Pavilion in San Angelo, TX, benefi ting the Concho Valley Home for Girls and Children’s Emergency Cen-
ter. The Saturday show features Kody Norris & the Watauga Mountain Boys from Mountain City, TN, Triple 
L from Portales, NM, Robertson County Line from Bastrop, TX, Bluefi eld Express from Arlington, TX, and 
Concho Grass fro San Angelo. Wow!
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CTBA Bluegrass Bands
Alan Munde Gaze  e
Bill Honker
bhonker@gmail.com

Allen Hurt & The Moun-
tain Showmen
Allen Hurt (Sherman, TX)
www.allenhurt.com

Bee Creek Boys
Jim Umbarger
512-922-5786
info@beecreekboys.com

Be  er Late Than Never
Duane Calvin
512-835-0342
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.
com

Blacktop Bend
George Rios
512-619-8536
blacktopbend@yahoo.
com

Blazing Bows
Cara Cooke 512-280-9104
caracooke@gmail.com

Bluebonnet Pickers
Brooks Blake
830-798-1087
ranchdoc@zeecon.com

Blue Creek Bluegrass 
Gospel Band
Bing Rice 830-253-7708
bluecreekbg.com
bluecreekbing@cs.com

Blue Creek String Band
Thomas Chapmond
512-791-3411
tchapmond@gmail.com

Blue Skyz Band
Mike Lester
210-913-9597
www.blueskyzband.com

Bo  om Dollar String 
Band
John Ohlinger
512-431-5150
bo  omdollarstring-
band@gmail.com

Buff alo Grass
Don Inbody
512-923-0704
don@inbody.net
buff alograssmusic.com

Carper Family Band
Jenn Miori
carperfamilyband@
gmail.com

Chasing Blue
512-963-7515
suzoleson@aol.com
chasingblueband.com

Christy & the Plowboys
Dan Foster 512-452-6071
dan@fostersplace.com

David & Barbara Brown
361-985-9902
(Corpus Chris  )
ddbrown@grandecom.net

David Diers & the #910 Train
daviddiers.com
512-814-5145
daviddiersbooking@gmail.
com

Eddie Collins
512-873-7803
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@aus  n.rr.com

Four Fights Per Pint
Jay Li  leton 512-848-1634
bluegrassman@usa.com

Grazma  cs
Wayne Ross 512-330-2188
lwayneross@gmail.com

Hard To Make A Living
john.hood.tx@sbcglobal.net

James Reams & The Barn-
stormers
718-374-1086
james@jamesreams.com
www.jamesreams.com

Joe Sundell & the Show & 
Tellers Rebecca Patek
262-617-4152
rebeccapatek@gmail.com
www.joesundell.com

Karen Abrahams Band
512-484-0751
karen@karenabrahams.com
www.karenabrahams.com

Lone Star Swing
Gary Hartman 979-378-2753
gh08@txstate.edu

Los Bluegrass Vatos
Danny Santos 
danny_santos@hotmail.com

Manchaca All-Stars
Buck Buchanan
512-282-2756
manchacaallstars@email.
com

Missing Tradi  on
Diana & Dan Ost
512-850-4362
missingtradi  on@gmail.
com

Out of the Blue
Jamie Stubblefi eld,
512-923-4288
jamie5011@aol.com
www.outo  heblue.ws

Piney Grove Ramblers
Wayne Brooks
512-699-8282
www.pgramblers.com

Ragged Union
Geoff  Union
512-563-9821
geoff u@geoff union.com

Randy’s Rangers
Sigi Field 512-869-8076
www.jrfnet.net/rr
sigi@sigi.us

Robertson County Line
Jeff  Robertson
512-629-5742
jaydubya7@yahoo.com

Rod Moag Band & Texas 
Grass Rod Moag
512-467-6825
rodmoag@texas.net

Sabine Bluegrass
Gerald Block 
editor@sabinebluegrass.
com

Shawn Spiars
512-627-3921
sspiars@gmail.com
www.banjohangout.org/
my/sspiars

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Bluegrass Band, Dave 
Walser, davewalser.com, 
dave@davewalser.com

String Beans
Mike Montgomery
mikemon@astro.
as.utexas.edu

The Aus  n Steamers
Joe Sundell 501-416-4640
www.theaus  nsteamers.
com

The Ledbe  ers
Spencer Drake
830-660-2533
kthdrake@wildblue.net

The Lost Pines
Talia Bryce 512-814-5134
thelostpines@gmail.com 
www.lostpinesband.com

The Pickin’ Ranch Ram-
blers
Ritchie Mintz
ritchie@ritchiemintz.com

The Prime Time Ram-
blers Jacob Roberts
jrobertsrr@gmail.com

The Showmen Bluegrass 
Band Ben Buchanan
bbuchanan6@aus  n.
rr.com

The Sieker Band
Rolf & Beate Sieker
512-733-2857
www.siekerband.com
thesiekers@aol.com

The Stray Bullets
Bob Cartwright
512-415-8080
bob.cartwright@sbc-
global.net
www.facebook.com/thes-
traybullets
www.reverbna  on.com/
thestraybullets

Upham Family Band
Tracie Upham
uphambluegrass@gmail.
com

The Wimberley Bunch
Charlie Lewis
bassplay@gvtc.com
512-635-6784

White Dove
Angie Beaubouef
glen_angieb@yahoo.com

Wires and Wood
David Dyer 210-680-1889
wiresandwood.net
daviddyer@satx.rr.com

Woodstreet Blood-
hounds Robert Becker 
(Oak Park, IL)
708-714-7206
robertbecker1755@sbc-
global.net

Yellowgrass
Bre   Morgan
512-745-0671
morganpiper@yahoo.
com
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Burnet Bluegrass Fes  val
by Ken Brown

Driving up to Wyoming late in June, we listened to Bluegrass Junction continuously on satellite radio. 
Flatt Lonesome, the young Florida-born band, seemed to get an awful lot of airplay, and at one point 
the announcer mentioned they’d be playing soon at Haley Nelson Park in Burnet, Texas. Of course, my 
reaction was “Wait! What? Huh, Burnet? Turn that up!”

It turned out to be true. The city of Burnet sponsored its fi rst bluegrass festival at Haley Nelson Park 
on Saturday, July 19th, with free admission. Albert Hudgins is the organizer. The park is apparently quite 
new, because my consultant Mr. Google seemed to have no idea where it was. It’s at 301 Garden Trails, 
and Google never heard of that, either. It’s actually tucked behind a maintenance yard off of Highway 
29 on the west side of town, just past the Best Western on the north side of the highway, more or less 
across from Fort Croghan.

There was a pretty sizable crowd facing a large, new band shell with a concrete slab in front of it. 
There are trees scattered around the park, but not immediately in front of the stage. Some bands had 
awnings set up, and there were a few food vendors, and plenty of paved parking space.

Flatt Lonesome served as the headliner, and readers of this 
newsletter will recognize the other bands on the roster: 
The Sieker Band, Piney Grove Ramblers, The Show-
men, and the Pausitive Band. The weather cooperated 
perfectly for this inaugural event: a highly unusual July cold 
snap kept the temperatures well below normal, and the day 
was bright, sunny and pleasant. I think Burnet would like to 
make this an annual event, and the organizers are probably 
well aware that they can’t count on tolerable weather next 
July. Maybe they’ll make this a spring event.

The Robertson family from Florida forms the core of Flatt Lonesome, which consists of Kelsi Robert-
son Harrigill (mando), Paul Harrigill (her husband, banjo), Charli Robertson (her sister, fi ddle), Buddy 
Robertson (her brother, guitar), Michael Stockton (dobro), and Dominic Illingworth (bass). This group 
is just as tight as you’d imagine any bunch of people who’ve been picking and singing together most 
of their lives. They’ve been nominated as IBMA Emerging Artist of the Year, and in a couple of months, 
we’ll fi nd out if they’ve won. I picked up both their recent CDs, “Flatt Lonesome” (2013) and “Flatt 
Lonesome Too” (2014), which feature everything from hardcore straight-up bluegrass to classic coun-
try. These folks are my newest favorite band.

This fi rst Burnet festival was a defi nite success, although apparently little or no effort was made to 
advertise it to the statewide bluegrass community. I think the audience was chiefl y local. I learned 
about it only by accident. There were some real problems with the sound engineering, too. During 
Flatt Lonesome’s fi rst set, the fi ddle, guitar and dobro were completely buried in the mix and the lev-
els were far below where they should have been. The dobro was so faint that it was almost inaudible. 
I assumed these problems would be fi xed by their second set, but they weren’t. If there’s to be a 2015 
festival, I hope these diffi culties can be fi xed by then.

Thanks to Burnet Parks and Recreation for this great festival. Call them at 512-756-2402 and tell them 
you’re eager for a 2015 reprise.

Flat Lonesome.
Photo by Ken Brown.
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Garland
Bluegrass on the Square between Main & State Streets 
at 6th from 7:30 - 1:00 AM. Contact: Jim Miller 972-276-
3197.
Georgetown
Every Thursday at Dickey’s BBQ Pit, 723 W. University 
Ave, 78626, 5:30 to 7:30 pm, 512-869-8076 or sigi@sigi.
us.
Glen Rose
3rd Sat., Oakdale Park, Paluxy River Bluegrass Assn. Jam 
@ 2:00 pm, free stage show @ 6:00 pm, Friday night 
camping encouraged, John Sco   817-525-0558
Harwood
3rd Sat., 2-9 pm, Jam & Stage Show, 9 mi. E. of Luling, 
Hwy 90, Info: Tony Conyers 512-601-1510 or
512-940-3731
Hondo
1st Friday, Hondo Hootenanny, starts at 11 am, Hondo 
Community Center, 1014 18th st, Hondo, TX Info:
830-426-2831
Kerrville
2nd Friday, 6-9pm, Unity Church of the Hill Country, 1016 
Jeff erson St., Kerrville, Info: Sandra Lane, 830-257-9892 
League City
3rd Sat., (Jan-Nov) Jam 4:30pm (BABA Sponsored) Show 
at 7:00 pm, Info: Rick Kirkland 281-488-2244,
www.bayareabluegrass.org
Liberty Hill
4th Sat., Jam, 4-9 pm, Hwy 29 West, Info: Teresa Garner
512-963-4612
Llano
4th Sat. (Jan. - Oct.), Bluegrass in the Hill Country Jam, 
5:30-10:30 pm, at The Badu House, Info: info@Bluegrass-
InTheHillCountry.org
2nd & 4th Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, 
First Presbyterian Church, Info: Jeff  White 325-248-4114
1st Sat., Field Creek Fiddle Jam, 6-9 pm, Field Creek is 
between Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness
325-247-3223
3rd Sat., Pontotoc Fiddle Jam, 6-9 PM, Pontotoc is be-
tween Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness,
325-247-3223
Medina
2nd Tue., All Gospel Jam 6: pm, First Bap  st Church, Info: 
Linda Barton 830-589-2486
Montgomery
1st Sat., Jam, 10 am-2 pm, downtown historical District, 
Discount coupons at local KOA, Info: Mike Davis
mld@consolidated.net
Pearl
1st Sat, Pearl Bluegrass Jam & Show, 10 am, Pearl Com-
munity Center, FM 183 (not US 183) 7 mi South of Purme-
la, Info: Ronald Medart 254-865-6013, www.pearlblue-
grass.com
Round rock
3rd Sat., 2-5 pm, Danny Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail,
www.dannyraysmusic.com, 512-671-8663
San Antonio - Mondays, The Barbecue Sta  on, 1610 N.E. 
Loop 410, Harry Wurzbach exit, 6:30pm, 210-824-9191
Shulenburg
1st & 3rd Tue., RV Park Clubhouse, 6:30-9:00 pm, Con-
tact: Lore  a Baumgarten 979-743-4388 or
Camp@SchulenburgRVPark.com
Utopia
3rd Friday, Jam, 7:00 pm, Senior Ci  zens Center, Info: Skip 
Doerr, 830-966-6362

BLUEGRASS JAMS!!!
NOTICE: Be sure to contact the venue and/or host to 
ensure the jam/show is s  ll ac  ve. The only info we have 
about each of these is what was sent to us. If you fi nd a 
problem with any venue or need to change your informa-
 on, drop us a line at ctba@centralbluegrass.org.

Aus  n 
2nd & 4th Saturday, CTBA Sponsored beginner-interme-
diate jam, 3801 Berkman Drive, 78723, 3:00 - 5:00 pm. 
Steve Mangold, 512-345-6155.
3rd Saturday, AFTM Contradance, 7:30 - 11 PM, Info: 3501 
Red River, $7, 512-453-8936
1st & 3rd Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, 512-
345-6155.
Every Sunday, Hill’s Cafe, 4700 S. Congress Ave, Aus  n 
78745, 2:00 pm
Every Tuesday, Texas Old Time Fiddlers Jam, 8:00-10:00 
pm, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, 78701. Info: Tom 
Lindsey, lindseytg@aol.com or 512-301-3856.
2nd & 4th Monday, Waterloo Ice House, 8600 Burnet 
Road, 7:00-9:30 pm. Jerry 512-834-1070
Every Thursday, beginner/intermediate jam, Texican Cafe, 
11940 Manchaca Road, 6-9 pm. Info:  Dave Stritzinger  
512-689-4433
Bandera
4th Friday, 6:30 pm, Silver Sage Corral, east of Bandera. 
Info: 830-796-4969 (No jam on Good Friday)
Bellville
4th Saturday, Jam & Show (Spring Creek Club Sponsored), 
Jan-Sep, Jam @ 4:00 pm, Show @ 6:30, Cousha  e RV 
Ranch, 979-865-5250, bluegrass221@peoplepc.com,
www.springcreekbluegrass.com
Carrollton
Jam info at: www.meetup.com/bluegrass-142
Clear Lake -  First Tuesday, 7-9 at Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA 
Pkwy, Houston, 77058, Info: h  p://www.bayareablue-
grass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
Corpus Chris  
2nd Sunday, 2:00 pm, Heritage Park, Corpus Chris  , South 
Texas Bluegrass Associa  on, Info: Bill Davis 361-387-4552
Dallas
1st Tue., Bluegrass Heritage Founda  on jam, 7:00 pm, 
Charley’s Guitar Shop, 2720 Royal Lane, www.charleysgui-
tar.com,
972-243-4187
Dickinson -  Every Friday, 7-9 pm, Dickinson BBQ and 
Steakhouse, 2111 FM 517 East, 77539, Info: h  p://www.
bayareabluegrass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
Faye  eville
2nd weekend, April - November, starts at 6:00 pm, Court-
house Square, info: www.texaspickinpark.com,
Tom Duplissey at 512-415-3177
Field Creek
1st Sat, Field Creek Music, 6:00 pm, Field Creek is between 
Llano and Brady on Hwy 71. Info: Bill Tuckness 325-247-
3223
Florence
Every Friday, Art’s Opry Bluegrass Jam & Show, 5:30 pm, 
Art’s Ribs & BBQ, 212 E. Main St., Beginner’s jam at 5 PM, 
sigi@sigi.us, 512-869-8076
Every Sunday, Bluegrass Jam, 1:30-4 pm, Art’s Ribs & BBQ, 
212 E. Main St., sigi@sigi.us, 512-869-8076
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Central Texas Bluegrass Association Bluegrass 
Newsletter is published by the Central Texas 
Bluegrass Association, a 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt 
Texas Non-profi t Corporation. Contributions are 
deductible as charitable and educational dona-
tions. Work published in this newsletter is used 
by permission of the writers, artists, and pho-
tographers who retain all copyrights. Bob Vestal, 
Editor

Board Members:
Stacy Holt, President
Jamie Stubblefi eld, Vice President
Tracie Upham, Secretary
Duane Calvin, Treasurer
Rob Liff ord, Chuck Middleton, Alice Moore, 
Adam Roberts, Jacob Roberts, Bob Vestal
Website, Jeff  White

THE CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION IS 
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHOSE MISSION 
IS TO PROMOTE BLUEGRASS MUSIC IN CENTRAL 
TEXAS.

Our members range from listeners and lovers of 
bluegrass music to world-class professional musi-
cians who all have the same desire: to promote the 
music.

CTBA provides a link between clubs, restaurants, 
and other venues and Central Texas Bluegrass musi-
cians.

CTBA sponsors jams, workshops, provides schol-
arships to needy musicians, donates to other 
non-profi t organizations, supports radio stations 
that promote bluegrass music & musicians, and 
provides festival venues for our readers and fans of 
bluegrass music to enjoy. 

KEEP ON PICKIN’.

Take $5.00 off  the adver  sing rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month. Publica  on 
is on or about the 1st day of the each month. Send electronic no  ces to: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org. Send payment to: 
 

Central Texas Bluegrass Associa  on 
A  en  on: Editor
P. O. BOX 9816 
Aus  n, TX 78766

Adver  sers assume liability for all content of adver  sements and from 
any claims arising there from. We reserve the right to reject adver  sing 
for reasons of space availability or publica  on standards.

If you would like CTBA to review CDs or would like us to include pro-
mo material for ar  sts performing in Texas, please send to our e-mail at 
ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snail mail to the PO Box listed above.

Please Join CTBA:    h  p://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html

Ad Size   Price
FULL PAGE  $30.00
1/2 PAGE  $15.00
1/4 PAGE  $12.50
1/8 PAGE  $10.00

Membership and Advertising Rates
CTBA’s Volume 2, 
$10.00,
(includes ship-
ping to any-
anywhere in the 
United States).

The printed newsletter costs CTBA about $26/year per mailed sub-
scription. If you can, please select E-mail Newsletter.

Membership Rates: with E-mail Newsletter with Paper Newsletter

 Individual  $25.00    $30.00

 Band   $35.00    $40.00

 Student   $15.00   $20.00

 Family   $35.00   $40.00

 Business   $50.00   $55.00

 Lifetime   $300.00   $300.00

CTBA has 100% pre-shrunk cotton, high-quality t-shirts with CTBA’s logo on the front, available in Black, 
White, and Burnt Orange, S, M, L, XL, and XXL for only $15.00. The Mona Lisa and Earl Scruggs t-shirts are 
$20.00.
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Randall’s Good Neighbor Program
The process to get this started is a bit of a pain, but it makes dona  ng to CTBA, your local schools, 
or your favorite non-profi t organiza  ons very, very easy. Just go to the link below, print the form 
and fi ll it out, enter CTBA’s code 9735, and take to your local Randall’s store:
h  p://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_aus  n.pdf.
You can also request the form from your local store.

Smile Amazon Program
Remember, you can have a dollar amount donated to CTBA simply by registering and purchasing items 
through smile.amazon.com instead of just amazon.com. Amazon donates an amount to the charity of 
your choice based on your purchase price. The dona  on amount comes directly from amazon.com and is 
not added on to the item price. Sweet!


