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Meet Some CTBA Members - Chris & Joy Stone
by Bob Vestal

Let’s get to know both of you. Where were each of you born and reared?
Chris: I grew up in a small town in Vermont called White River Junction, just across the river from 
Hanover, NH.

Joy: I was born in Japan since my Dad was serving there in the Navy. I grew up in Londonderry, NH, 
just outside of Manchester, the largest city in the state, so I got to live in a small rural community 
but had the benefi ts of the city nearby with good schools, concerts, music lessons.

How did y’all meet and get hitched?
Chris: We met when I was a grad student at the University of 
Vermont. Joy transferred in and was sharing an apartment with a 
couple of friends who introduced us to each other.

Joy: This was in the mid-1970s. Chris traded his Corvette for a 
VW Vanagon and we had a blast camping, hiking, and going to 
bluegrass and folk festivals. After we graduated from UVM, Chris 
started teaching at his old high school, Hartford (VT) High, while 
I was working in Burlington. That two-hour drive up and down 
the interstate got pretty old, so we got married and bought a 
house near the high school. Our daughter was born there and 
we lived there until Chris decided to leave teaching and get back 
to fl ying helicopters.

How/when did you get to Austin?
Chris: We moved to Austin in 1992 after living in Galveston for 
about 10 years. I fl ew helicopters for PHI from bases around 
the Gulf of Mexico, so we could live anywhere as long as I didn’t 
mind driving from there to the coast every other week.

Joy: We had visited Austin several times and really liked the city so when our daughter went away 
to school, we moved here.  Austin feels to us like a little bit of New England in the middle of Texas, 
so we felt more at home here than in Galveston. For over 20 years, Chris worked a week at a base 
on the Gulf, then drove home for a week of the good life in Austin, until he retired a couple of 
years ago.

What was your career outside of music?
Chris: I learned to fl y helicopters in the Navy.  After getting out of the service and getting my Mas-
ter’s degree, I taught school for six years then decided to go back to fl ying. I spent over 30 years 
fl ying helicopters offshore in the Gulf of Mexico.

Joy: I taught school in Galveston and here in Austin - mostly science and math, although I ended 
up teaching just about everything at one time or another.  As we got older, I started working for 
Pearson Educational Measurement so I could have more free time with Chris when he was home 
from work.

Any other musicians in your family?
Chris: My immediate family was unusually non-musical; no one even listening to music on the radio 
very much until my nephew came along and became a big Dave Matthews Band fan. He’s a pretty 
good guitar player now. 

Joy: Both of my parents played piano and sang in the church choir and my Dad played a mean tuba. 
My brother and sisters and I sang in school and church choirs and the whole family sang songs 

Chris & Joy at Midwest Banjo Camp on  the  
campus of Olivet College in Olivet,  Michigan
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from the ‘40s on car trips. My parents really felt that music education was very important and 
made sure I made it to my accordion, and later, guitar lessons every Saturday for years. Those ac-
cordion lessons really helped with understanding bluegrass chord changes since the bass buttons 
are arranged according to the Circle of Fifths.

What instruments do you play?
Chris: Growing up, I played trumpet and other brass instruments in school band. Then I decided 
to take up guitar. I started out on a cheap guitar I bought when I was in college and learned some 
chords to accompany folk songs. Sound familiar to anyone else from the ‘60s?  After we moved to 
Texas, I purchased a decent guitar, the Guild that Joy plays now, and learned to fl at-pick some fi ddle 
tunes.  At some point I decided banjo might be fun, so I ordered a Double Eagle Banjo from Stew-
art McDonald Co. It came as a kit with all the parts but required quite a bit of fi nishing work. Well, 
it took me a few years to get up enough courage to tackle the job but I fi nally did. Surprisingly it 
turned out pretty good, and I still play that banjo as well as our Deering John Hartford one.

When my arthritic hands made it hard to keep up with the guitar, I decided the Dobro would be 
fun to play and a little easier on my hands. These days, Joy plays the guitar and I mainly stick to 
banjo and Dobro.

Joy: I still play accordion 
and piano, not as often as I 
should, but enough to not 
get too rusty, and I play a 
little classical guitar. I play 
enough banjo to have fun 
at banjo camps with Chris. 
Mostly, I play fl atpick guitar, 
(ot fast, but well enough to 
play with Chris at home and 
keep up with the beginner-
intermediate jammers.

Who are your favorite artist/musicians?
Chris: I never really pick favorites but I’ll try to mention a few I like. Since I’m mostly banjo, we 
always like to hear Eddie Collins and whomever he is playing with, which is just about everybody. I 
also really enjoy watching Alan Munde and Rolf Sieker.

As far as the Dobro goes, I really like watching Cindy Cashdollar with the Carper Family and many 
others, and enjoy the East Side Flash whenever we can catch him. I also enjoy David Hamburger. 
True story: David was playing Dobro with the Grassy Knoll Boys and evidently forgot his capo. So 
he grabs a knife off the table and wedges it under the strings for a capo to play a fast breakdown. 
This works great until about halfway through his break when the knife falls out with much clatter-
ing and clanging. But David continues along and fi nishes the song without missing a note, now with 
no capo. He tried it again later with the same result. Now I’m thinking, this must just be part of the 

show but I never saw him do it again.

Joy: I’d have to say Doc Watson and Tony Rice are 
at the top of any list. I like folk singers - I’ve been 
a fan of Jody Stecher and Kate Brislin for ages, and 
lately can’t seem to get enough of listening to Anne 
and Pete Sibley – and I still listen to my old LPs of 
James Taylor and Peter, Paul, and Mary. We are long-
time members of the Eddie Collins fan club, and still 
try to hear him as often as we can.  And I have to 
include Alan Munde - he is just a treat to watch and 

Chris & Joy, far right, jammin’ with friends.
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Rhonda Vincent & The Rage  Seldom Scene 
 Gibson Brothers  Joe Mullins & Radio Ramblers 

Kenny & Amanda Smith Band  Balsam Range 
Rambling Rooks  Flatt Lonesome 

Two days of great music, chili, and 
 

Festival hours  
Friday 4:30p - 10p  
Saturday 10:30a - 10p.

Farmers Branch Historical Park 
2540 Farmers Branch Ln  

 
Discounted Festival Room Rates! 
RV parking available.

BluegrassHeritage.org for more details 
about special deals on hotel rooms.

Artists and schedule subject to change 
without notice.

BloominBluegrass.com
info@BloominBluegrass.com This event is 

brought to you 
by the City of 
Farmers Branch, 

Bluegrass Heritage 
Foundation.

FREE 

Free Admission, no ticket required

Join us for the Friday night festival after-party 
 with Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen  

10:30pm at the Night Hotel  
(Free for Night Hotel Guests) 

Friday & Saturday October 17-18, 2014 
Farmers Branch Texas Historical Park

BluegrassHeritage.org
Bluegrass Heritage Foundation
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listen to anytime and is my favorite Midwest Banjo Camp instructor. After all his years of playing and 
teaching, he still seems to love the banjo, and his relaxed style makes even the basics so much fun.

You mentioned Midwest Banjo Camp. Have you been to a lot of camps and festivals outside of Texas?
Joy: When we drive to New England every summer to visit family, we try to work in something 
involving music when we can. This June was our third time at Midwest Banjo Camp in Michigan, and 
we went to the fi rst Banjo Camp North in MA a few years ago where it snowed in May! The banjo 
camps offer a mix of old-time and bluegrass, which is perfect for us - Chris sticks to bluegrass, and I 
split my time between the two. I’m not any good at either, but really have fun trying. We’ve been to 
Bluegrass Week at the Augusta Heritage Center in WV twice – Chris for Dobro and Joy for guitar 
and banjo – and learned a lot from their focused week-long approach.

Chris: We get to go to some good festivals on our trips, too. We pass through TN and VA, so get to 
sample some southern style, then head to Vermont for the northern bluegrass scene. Last year, we 
stayed an extra week in the northeast to go to Grey Fox in the Catskills of NY. If you ever get up 
to NY in July, don’t miss it. They turn an old farm into a music village; think of a folk-and-bluegrass 
Woodstock every year. The musicians are some of the best, and you can see them on the big stage 
and in smaller, up-close-and-personal work-
shops. Of course, we get to go to great festi-
vals in TX, too, but it’s always fun to see what’s 
happening in other parts of the country.

Has bluegrass always been your focus?
Chris: Although I played trumpet in the school 
band, I really started to get interested in music 
during the folk music revival in the early six-
ties. Something about the vocal harmonies 
and the interplay of the instruments with the 
voices appealed to me. I went to hear all the 
popular groups when I was in college. On the 
other hand I can remember sometimes driv-
ing long distances across the country and you 
could always pick up WWVA in Wheeling, 
West Virginia. I never stopped to listen to it, 
though, as I didn’t really care for that hillbilly 
music. Now I realize that I wasn’t musically sophisticated enough to appreciate what was going on.

While we lived in Vermont we went to several folk festivals and to banjo and fi ddle contests where 
we heard the occasional bluegrass band and lots of jamming. Somewhere we ran across a band 
from Vermont called “Banjo Dan and the Midnight Plowboys”. One of Joy’s former roommates 
ended up marrying their bass player. One of my early thrills in bluegrass music was being invited to 
their house to watch the band rehearse.

When we lived in Galveston, we liked to go to the Bay Area Bluegrass jam and show and we be-
came members of BABA. Gradually we fi gured out what bluegrass was all about.

Joy: My interests are pretty eclectic. I’m married to Chris, so bluegrass is a big part of the music 
I listen to and play now, although I grew up favoring classical and folk, I’m still not sophisticated 
enough to appreciate hillbilly. I play more fi ddle tunes, klezmer and Irish music on the accordion and 
classical music on the piano, and try to balance things out by going to some of the great classical 
and early music opportunities here in Austin. I really like bluegrass people, though, and we’re lucky 
to live in Austin where we can have fun playing with and listening to our friends playing bluegrass 
music.

Joy & Chris at the bi-monthly Saturday jam.. Photo by Bob Vestal.
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How/when did you get involved in CTBA?
Chris: Soon after we moved to Austin, Joy met Eddie Collins at her workplace. I was coming to 
the realization that I needed some focus if I was going to progress on the banjo. Lo and behold! 
Eddie is the premier banjo instructor in Austin and is very active in CTBA. I signed up for lessons.

We also soon discovered that we lived close to Artz Rib House and they had: Bluegrass Music!! 
And at that time, CTBA was the main sponsor of the Old Settlers Bluegrass Festival, where we 
met even more members of CTBA. We had belonged to BABA when we lived in Galveston, so 
once we found out about CTBA, it made sense to join.

What’s your involvement in the Saturday bi-monthly beginner jam?
Chris: I fi gured out I needed to do some jamming and went to the jam that Steve Mangold and 
Jacque Austin had started at Artz. Joy came along to keep an eye on me. Jacque and Steve still run 
the jam and we have been part of it ever since. I just show up and work on my backup and try to 
play a break once in a while.

Joy: Chris’ work schedule made it a challenge to make friends when we moved to Austin. Steve 
and Jacque’s bluegrass jam at Artz took care of that! What a great group of people. If Chris was off 
working in the Gulf on jam day, I kept going to the jam to make sure it was still happening when 
he came home the next time. I will never be the best musician in the group, but if both Jacque and 
Steve have to miss a jam, I can help keep things moving and make people welcome, so that’s what I 
do. When Artz’ closed and the jam moved to Café Express, people weren’t happy with the acous-
tics, so when Chris and I moved into Wildfl ower Terrace, the senior apartments at the old Muel-
ler airport, we offered to act as hosts if Steve wanted to have the jam meet in the Terrace Room 
here. The jam gives us a reason to practice and a fun group to play with. Jacque and Steve run a 
jam that is all about bluegrass for fun, not stress, and we really appreciate that.

How do you think the jam benefi ts both new and experienced pickers?
Joy: The Beginner/Intermediate Jam gives an opportunity to try new things in a safe environment 
and to keep from letting old skills get rusty. Experienced players often use the jam as a place to 
try out new variations or new songs or even new instruments, and often fi nd they enjoy slowing 
down a bit and not having to play at breakneck speed all the time. Beginners can just play backup 
or take breaks at their own speed, or can lead a song; all the while, they are getting the experi-
ence of listening and playing with others.

Chris: I think the biggest roadblock or hang-up for new players is the intimidation of having to play 
in front of other more advanced players. We have a good mix of beginners and more experienced 
players at our jam who are eager to help out the newbies. I encourage anyone who thinks they 
might enjoy playing with us to just stop by some second or fourth Saturday and watch what goes 
on. Other residents of Wildfl ower Terrace enjoy dropping in and out to listen and sing along on 
choruses. You don’t have to be able to play a blazing bluegrass breakdown to participate. Sit in and 
strum some chords if that is comfortable for you and don’t be surprised if you fi nd a new outlet 
for your talents.

New pickers quite often see articles about the rules of jamming and what you should or should 
not do in a jam. All of this is good information but all jams are not created equal. We are not hung 
up on rules. If you feel more comfortable with a music stand and chord sheets, that’s fi ne. If you 
want to try a new break or even an old one that you play more slowly and the jam speed is too 
fast for you, we expect you to let us know and we’ll stop and start again at a slower speed. No-
body will laugh or snicker at you because we’ve all been in your shoes.

I ran across this quote somewhere online and it seems right:
“You don’t get good so you can jam. You jam so you can get good.”
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Proud to Support CTBA!

Megan Pumphrey
P. O. Box 319
Leander, TX 78646
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Which Way Did They Go? Bluegrass at the Crossroads
by James Reams

It’s hard to watch the Country Music Awards and not wonder why the International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) 
Awards are largely ignored by the music industry. What has country got that we haven’t? Our songs feature longing, lost 
love, hard work, history, and yes, even crying in your beer. Our musicians are just as talented, perhaps more so as I think 
of the lightning speed associated with fi ddle, mandolin and banjo picking. I dare any country band to keep up with us! 
Our voices pitch into that high lonesome sound made popular by Bill Monroe, but that’s not all we can do. Bluegrass 
music is just as well rounded as country. So why aren’t we as popular?

I bet I can count on two hands the number of bluegrass bands that are full-time. Even with a record deal, our artists are 
struggling as the recording industry isn’t funding artist development and promotion for bluegrassers. Most of us have 
to have a “real” job to pay the bills or at least a retirement income that helps plug the gaps between music gigs, festivals 
and album sales. While the top names in bluegrass travel around in beat up station wagons, converted school buses, and 
fl y coach class; top artists in rock, country and rap are traveling in style in private jets and Provost buses.

There’s just such a small slice of the bluegrass pie available, that it’s not enough to feed more than a few bands on a full-
time basis. Those of us scratching and clawing to get bookings can sometimes contribute to the perception that blue-
grass music is cheap and inexpensive as we agree to perform for next to nothing, even showcase events, just so we can 
play this music we love. My friend and colleague Walter Hensley used to say, “The less meat on the bone, the harder the 
dogs fi ght.” By undercutting each other, we’re undermining the entire bluegrass music industry. 

Today’s economic crisis doesn’t help either but folks still mob Country Thunder and other predominantly country music 
outdoor concerts. With 80,000 to 100,000 fans from all over the US in attendance, Country Thunder makes the top 
bluegrass festivals look withered in comparison. I recently had a promoter in Texas tell me that he had to drop his blue-
grass festival because people were complaining about the cost of tickets. Without ticket sales to encourage sponsor-
ships, he was unable to bring in the bigger names in bluegrass and it was just a slippery slide downhill from there. Now 
he promotes a country swing festival that folks fl ock to in droves and he hasn’t had a single complaint about the ticket 
prices. What’s up with that?!? 

I believe bluegrass music is at a crossroads. We can continue on as we have since we got started and ride off into 
the sunset or we can deviate just a bit and take directions from other successful music genres. Change doesn’t mean 
that we forget where we came from; our bluegrass roots will continue to be the foundation that gives our music its 
identity. But, it’s my contention that we need to change the misconception that bluegrass is just for old-timers on pen-
sions and bring our music into the 21st century. So, how do we do that without losing our “bluegrassiness”?

A major factor is embracing technology. If you look at the music styles that are hugely successful these days, it’s easy to 
see what sets them apart — the MEDIA. Radio channels are clogged 24/7 with stations devoted to rock, rap/hip hop, 
country, Christian, and even classical music. Yet live bluegrass radio programs are largely relegated to Sundays. Except for 
DC-based WAMU 105.5FM, I can’t turn my radio dial and fi nd one single station devoted solely to bluegrass music. But I 
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can listen to bluegrass music online or even create my own digital bluegrass station using apps like Pandora. And adding 
your own music is simple enough that even I could fi gure it out. Yeah, it’s not the same as radio plays and I miss all the 
depth and news that DJs provide, but it does reach those listeners who have earbuds permanently embedded in their 
heads.

You just can’t deny that this is the age of the music video. So where are all the bluegrass videos? TV/Internet speaks to 
the masses; bluegrass radio preaches to the choir. We’ve got to get more professional looking bluegrass videos in front 
of folks.

“Quality” is the keyword when it comes to videos. YouTube is clogged with unedited videos of dubious sound quality 
featuring bands at bluegrass festivals shot using Uncle Billy’s iPhone (I’ve certainly contributed my fair share!). But a 
static shot of your favorite band performing on a festival stage is not the kind of music video that’s going to grab the 
attention of the music world. As performers there’s a limit to the emotion we can incorporate into a song while we’re 
on stage. Most bluegrass songs tell a story, creating a video takes it a step further by providing images that convey the 
feeling behind the words and actually complement the singing. If we’re going to claw our way out of the poverty class 
of music, we have to fi nd a way to emotionally connect viewers of all ages to our music. I think feeding the visual addic-
tion of today’s music lovers is critical.

I can just hear you saying, “Hold on there, James! Where are we going to get the money to make these videos? We’re 
barely making ends meet now!” And you’re right, making a video can drain a bank account faster than an ex-wife. But 
thanks to the Internet, there are numerous crowd funding sources available. I used Kickstarter to help fund the fi nal 
production push for my fi lm documentary, “Making History with Pioneers of Bluegrass.” Other popular options for 
funding creative projects include Indiegogo and RocketHub. And don’t forget that making music videos is how many 
well-known fi lm directors got their start.

I’ve put my money where my mouth is and have just completed my fi rst music video with the help of talented fi lm-
maker, Rick Bowman of Backyard Green Films. It was released on July 23rd and featured in Bluegrass Today. Check out 
Almost Hear the Blues on YouTube. By putting some thought into the process fi rst, we were able to come up with a 
story and pull it together without breaking the bank. It’s being well received and that’s encouraging. I hope to work 
with Rick again soon on a video for my new album, Rhyme & Season, coming out later this year. 

What I’m saying is, there are options out there to fi t most budgets. Once you have a couple of videos going viral, you 
can start approaching sponsors to help fund the next one. Country music moved into the spotlight, literally, when they 
embraced music videos. Bluegrass can do the same. It’s a sleeping giant just waiting to be awakened. BGTV anyone?

I’d like to hear what you have to say. Send your e-mail to james@jamesreams.com and let your voice be heard!

James Reams is an international bluegrass touring and recording artist coming from a family of traditional singers 
in southeastern Kentucky. James has played both old-time and bluegrass music since he was just a little sprout. 
Celebrating 20 years as a bandleader in 2013, he released the DVD documentary MAKING HISTORY WITH 
PIONEERS OF BLUEGRASS, the culmination of over 10 years of fi lming and interviews. James is also the organizer of 
the Park Slope Bluegrass Oldtime Music Jamboree, an annual music festival he started in 1998 that attracts musicians 
and fans of traditional music to its workshops, jamming, and concerts — the only event of its kind in or around New 
York City. Find out more about James at www.jamesreams.com. Thanks to James for letting us reprint his excellent 
article.
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Instruction for Banjo,
Guitar, and Mandolin

Private Lessons in North and South Austin

Eddie Collins
www.eddiecollins.biz

512-873-7803

   Brenton Lewis
   City Manager

Offi ce: 325-247-4158, x206
    Fax:  325-247-4150
blewis@cityofl lano.com

Meet an Ar  st - Joe Sundell
by Bob Vestal

Where were you born and reared? Was it a musical family?
Born and raised in Monticello, Arkansas till age 16. High 
school in Hot Springs, AR; college in Fayetteville and Conway, 
AR; then moved to Little Rock after college. My father taught 
both my brother and me to play a Carter Family style guitar 
(aka the Carter scratch) he had learned as a kid in NYC and 
the fi rst songs I learned were Red River Valley, Hobo’s Lullaby, 
Lonesome Valley, Mississippi Flood Disaster, First Unto this 
Country, and Frankie and Johnny.

How/when did you get to Austin?
I began to play in bands during college and once I moved to Little Rock, got pretty heavily into it. 
Little Rock’s not the kind of place that provides a whole lot of opportunity for an aspiring musician, 
hence the move to ATX.

Tell us about your early musical training/teachers/mentors. Who’s/what music infl uenced you?
My father got me started on guitar. Other than that, I’m entirely self-taught and cannot read music. 
I suppose I’ve been infl uenced by a pretty wide range of music - cut my teeth on the Carter Family 
and Doc Watson type stuff, then learned a bunch of Woody Guthrie, Jack Elliot,and early Bob Dylan 
tunes. In college and right after, I was heavily into the Beatles and enjoyed the challenge of learning 
to play songs with more chords. Somewhere in there, I got fascinated by swing.

I think Django Reinhardt may have been the fi rst to suck me into that stuff. But that led to the 20s 
Louis Armstrong recordings, early Billy Holiday, Nat King Cole Trio, and others. Around the time I 
moved to Austin, I discovered some contemporary artists that I’ve been following ever since and 
whose music has infl uenced me pretty heavily - Woody Pines and Pokey LaFarge to name a couple. 
Also, I’ve been in a couple of bands with Melissa Carper and her song-writing and style has defi -
nitely been a big infl uence.

What instruments do you play?
Guitar, banjo, and harmonica.

How would you describe your style of music and its relationship to bluegrass?
Anytime there’s a banjo, people think bluegrass. That being said, to the more devout bluegrassers, I 
don’t think what I do really qualifi es. I was a late-comer for sure to Bill Monroe, Flatt and Scruggs, 
Stanley Brothers, etc. I don’t feel any pressure to try to fi t into a certain genre - I think we’re all 
just trying to play the music that moves us and makes us feel like we’re a part of something bigger.

Joe Sundell at work. Photo by Marina Petric Photography, 
Austin.
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How did your involvement with The Austin Steamers come about?
I had been interested in playing with Ben for awhile, and we did a show with Daniel at the old Wa-
terloo Ice House (R.I.P.) on 38th and Medical the summer of 2011. Sean moved to Austin perma-
nently that fall and that’s when we all four started getting together at Daniel’s house. I remember 
the fi rst practice, if you could call it that, ended up lasting six hours before anyone even thought to 
check the time. That was right around the time the White Horse opened, and having the support of 
Denis, Marshall, and Nate was really crucial to the Steamers getting off the ground as a band - we 
played there every Friday for nearly a year and a half.

Is The Hat Thief your latest CD? How does it compare to you other CDs?
It’s really quite a bit different from everything else I’ve done. Pretty experimental I suppose. I didn’t 
know what I was doing when I started recording it but I ended up working on it for a couple of 
years - doing lots of overdubs, trying out different ways of doing things. I guess at some point, a 
theme emerged and the project took on a life of it’s own - there was this need to see it through, 
to actually fi nish these various different ideas and put it all together into 
something I could put into people’s hands. 

Sounds like there is quite a cast of characters backing you up on The Hat 
Thief. Can you give us a rundown on who they are?

David Jellema plays cornet and clarinet. He plays with tons of folks like 
Thrift Set Orchestra, East Side Dandies, Ruby Sweet Jazz Babies, Jazz 
Pharoahs, Hollywood Revue, the list just keeps going. I swear sometimes 
when you listen to David, if you close your eyes you can almost imagine 
being in a room with Louis Armstrong or Bix Beiderbecke, his playing 
is just incredible. Jake Erwin of Hot Club of Cowtown played bass on 4 
tunes, Melissa Carper on a couple.

Ben Hodges plays mandolin on one song and Rebecca Patek plays fi ddle 
on another. Alex Moore, who has a studio in Buda where I did much of 
the tracking, played drums and percussion on a couple of tunes.

You recently had a whirlwind tour of Arkansas, LA, and east TX. Was it fun to play in your old 
stomping grounds? 

Defi nitely! The mid-south is where I’m from and also where the music I play comes from. I feel very 
anchored here and it’s an honor to have so many great friends and fans in the region.

You have a tour scheduled in Oct. with Shakey Graves. Tell us about that relationship and what you 
expect to experience on the tour beside the beginning of fall in the Northeast?

I’m super excited to be a part of Shakey’s tour this fall. We met at a songwriter in the round thing 
hosted by Lisa Kettyle in 2011. The guy really does have a certain magnetism about him that just 
draws you in. Later that year and the following spring we did a handful of shows together, and by 
that time he was really blowing up. Since then he’s just been on the up and up.

You’ve got a fairly busy schedule the rest of the year with your tours, the Steamers, and the 
Fayetteville Roots Festival later this month. What’s the future look like for Joe?

Playing music for a living is such a gift - there aren’t many people who are given the opportunity. Of 
course like everyone else doing it, I want to play bigger and better shows, make a bunch of great 
records, and just generally have an awesome career. Whatever happens though, I try to remind my-
self how lucky I am to be in this position, and why I wanted to do it in the fi rst place. I get to work 
for myself doing something I love. It doesn’t get any better than that!

If you’re looking for a high-energy music extravaganza, plus a just a dang good time, check out Joe 
Sundell, www.joesundell.com, wherever you can fi nd him. Trust me, you won’t be bored and it’ll take a 
week to get that grin off your face!

Joe Sundell doin’ it. Photo by Adam 
Kealing Photography, Austin.
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CTBA Bluegrass Bands
Alan Munde Gaze  e
Bill Honker
bhonker@gmail.com

Allen Hurt & The Moun-
tain Showmen
Allen Hurt (Sherman, TX)
www.allenhurt.com

Bee Creek Boys
Jim Umbarger
512-922-5786
info@beecreekboys.com

Be  er Late Than Never
Duane Calvin
512-835-0342
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.
com

Blacktop Bend
George Rios
512-619-8536
blacktopbend@yahoo.
com

Blazing Bows
Cara Cooke 512-280-9104
caracooke@gmail.com

Bluebonnet Pickers
Brooks Blake
830-798-1087
ranchdoc@zeecon.com

Blue Creek Bluegrass 
Gospel Band
Bing Rice 830-253-7708
bluecreekbg.com
bluecreekbing@cs.com

Blue Creek String Band
Thomas Chapmond
512-791-3411
tchapmond@gmail.com

Blue Skyz Band
Mike Lester
210-913-9597
www.blueskyzband.com

Bo  om Dollar String 
Band
John Ohlinger
512-431-5150
bo  omdollarstring-
band@gmail.com

Buff alo Grass
Don Inbody
512-923-0704
don@inbody.net
buff alograssmusic.com

Carper Family Band
Jenn Miori
carperfamilyband@
gmail.com

Chasing Blue
512-963-7515
suzoleson@aol.com
chasingblueband.com

Christy & the Plowboys
Dan Foster 512-452-6071
dan@fostersplace.com

David & Barbara Brown
361-985-9902
(Corpus Chris  )
ddbrown@grandecom.net

David Diers & the #910 Train
daviddiers.com
512-814-5145
daviddiersbooking@gmail.
com

Eddie Collins
512-873-7803
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@aus  n.rr.com

Four Fights Per Pint
Jay Li  leton 512-848-1634
bluegrassman@usa.com

Grazma  cs
Wayne Ross 512-330-2188
lwayneross@gmail.com

Hard To Make A Living
john.hood.tx@sbcglobal.net

James Reams & The Barn-
stormers
718-374-1086
james@jamesreams.com
www.jamesreams.com

Joe Sundell & the Show & 
Tellers Rebecca Patek
262-617-4152
rebeccapatek@gmail.com
www.joesundell.com

Karen Abrahams Band
512-484-0751
karen@karenabrahams.com
www.karenabrahams.com

Lone Star Swing
Gary Hartman 979-378-2753
gh08@txstate.edu

Los Bluegrass Vatos
Danny Santos 
danny_santos@hotmail.com

Manchaca All-Stars
Buck Buchanan
512-282-2756
manchacaallstars@email.
com

Missing Tradi  on
Diana & Dan Ost
512-850-4362
missingtradi  on@gmail.
com

Out of the Blue
Jamie Stubblefi eld,
512-923-4288
jamie5011@aol.com
www.outo  heblue.ws

Piney Grove Ramblers
Wayne Brooks
512-699-8282
www.pgramblers.com

Ragged Union
Geoff  Union
512-563-9821
geoff u@geoff union.com

Randy’s Rangers
Sigi Field 512-869-8076
www.jrfnet.net/rr
sigi@sigi.us

Robertson County Line
Jeff  Robertson
512-629-5742
jaydubya7@yahoo.com

Rod Moag Band & Texas 
Grass Rod Moag
512-467-6825
rodmoag@texas.net

Sabine Bluegrass
Gerald Block 
editor@sabinebluegrass.
com

Shawn Spiars
512-627-3921
sspiars@gmail.com
www.banjohangout.org/
my/sspiars

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Bluegrass Band, Dave 
Walser, davewalser.com, 
dave@davewalser.com

String Beans
Mike Montgomery
mikemon@astro.
as.utexas.edu

The Aus  n Steamers
Joe Sundell 501-416-4640
www.theaus  nsteamers.
com

The Ledbe  ers
Spencer Drake
830-660-2533
kthdrake@wildblue.net

The Lost Pines
Talia Bryce 512-814-5134
thelostpines@gmail.com 
www.lostpinesband.com

The Pickin’ Ranch Ram-
blers
Ritchie Mintz
ritchie@ritchiemintz.com

The Prime Time Ram-
blers Jacob Roberts
jrobertsrr@gmail.com

The Showmen Bluegrass 
Band Ben Buchanan
bbuchanan6@aus  n.
rr.com

The Sieker Band
Rolf & Beate Sieker
512-733-2857
www.siekerband.com
thesiekers@aol.com

The Stray Bullets
Bob Cartwright
512-415-8080
bob.cartwright@sbc-
global.net
www.facebook.com/thes-
traybullets
www.reverbna  on.com/
thestraybullets

Upham Family Band
Tracie Upham
uphambluegrass@gmail.
com

The Wimberley Bunch
Charlie Lewis
bassplay@gvtc.com
512-635-6784

White Dove
Angie Beaubouef
glen_angieb@yahoo.com

Wires and Wood
David Dyer 210-680-1889
wiresandwood.net
daviddyer@satx.rr.com

Woodstreet Blood-
hounds Robert Becker 
(Oak Park, IL)
708-714-7206
robertbecker1755@sbc-
global.net

Yellowgrass
Bre   Morgan
512-745-0671
morganpiper@yahoo.
com
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Randall’s Good Neighbor Program
The process to get this started is a bit of a pain, but it makes dona  ng to CTBA, your local schools, or your 
favorite non-profi t organiza  ons very, very easy. Just go to the link below, print the form and fi ll it out, enter 
CTBA’s code 9735, and take to your local Randall’s store:
h  p://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_aus  n.pdf.
You can also request the form from your local store.

The High Stakes Roll-
ers, with Eddie Collins 
on guitar and banjo, Wes 
Green on mandolin, and 
Clayton Elliott on bass, 
formed twenty years ago 
this month. Eastside Flash 
on Dobro also was in on 
it at the beginning, but 
soon dropped out due to 
the demands of his Flash-
point Recording Studio in 
downtown Austin.

A bluegrass trio? The band 
played festivals and small 
towns throughout Texas, 
once opening for Ricky 
Skaggs, among others. One 
of our fi rst gigs was Friday 
night at the Old Settler’s 
Bluegrass Festival back 
when it was in the barn at 
Old Settler’s Park in Round Rock. I overheard Tom Ellis, bass player for the Grazmatics, say to their 
guitarist Mike Lanschoot, “See, a band doesn’t really need a guitar player,” as they were getting on 
stage after our set.

One of the secrets to the full sound of the trio was what evolved into the “Eddie Collins Scratchy 
Banjo Rhythm.” You’ll fi nd an instructional video on YouTube if you Google that. The band’s sound 
was also identifi able for it’s repertoire that included many classic Texas songs played in a bluegrass 
style with special arrangements featuring vocal trios and hot picking.

The High Stakes Rollers could be seen every fourth Friday at the Manchaca Fire Hall (for the weekly 
Catfi sh special). We, along with the Grazmatics, started the tradition of bluegrass on Sunday nights at 
Artz Rib House on South Lamar in Austin following the CTBA Sunday jam session. Many times we 
had special invited guests play an evening with us, including many well-known banjo players like Ross 
Nickerson, Bill Evans, and Jack Hatfi eld.

We’re honored that CTBA has invited us to play a special 20 Year Anniversary show as part of 
their annual meeting at Hill’s Café in Austin on Sunday, November 2nd. Now we just need to 
go through our closets and fi nd the special tennis shoes and neckties required to give a true High 
Stakes Rollers performance!

The High Stakes Rollers, Wes Green, Eddie Collins, and Clayton Elliott, circa 2001.
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Georgetown
Every Thursday at Dickey’s BBQ Pit, 723 W. University Ave, 
78626, 5:30 to 7:30 pm, 512-869-8076 or sigi@sigi.us.
Glen Rose
3rd Sat., Oakdale Park, Paluxy River Bluegrass Assn. Jam @ 2:00 
pm, free stage show @ 6:00 pm, Friday night camping encour-
aged, John Sco   817-525-0558
Harwood
3rd Sat., 2-9 pm, Jam & Stage Show, 9 mi. E. of Luling, Hwy 90, 
Info: Tony Conyers 512-601-1510 or
512-940-3731
Hondo
1st Friday, Hondo Hootenanny, starts at 11 am, Hondo Commu-
nity Center, 1014 18th st, Hondo, TX Info:
830-426-2831
Kerrville
2nd Friday, 6-9pm, Unity Church of the Hill Country, 1016 Jef-
ferson St., Kerrville, Info: Sandra Lane, 830-257-9892 
League City
3rd Sat., (Jan-Nov) Jam 4:30pm (BABA Sponsored) Show at 7:00 
pm, Info: Rick Kirkland 281-488-2244,
www.bayareabluegrass.org
Liberty Hill
4th Sat., Jam, 4-9 pm, Hwy 29 West, Info: Teresa Garner
512-963-4612
Llano
4th Sat. (Jan. - Oct.), Bluegrass in the Hill Country Jam, 5:30-
10:30 pm, at The Badu House, Info: info@BluegrassInTheHill-
Country.org
2nd & 4th Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, First 
Presbyterian Church, Info: Jeff  White 325-248-4114
1st Sat., Field Creek Fiddle Jam, 6-9 pm, Field Creek is between 
Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness
325-247-3223
3rd Sat., Pontotoc Fiddle Jam, 6-9 PM, Pontotoc is between 
Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness,
325-247-3223
Medina
2nd Tue., All Gospel Jam 6: pm, First Bap  st Church, Info: Linda 
Barton 830-589-2486
Montgomery
1st Sat., Jam, 10 am-2 pm, downtown historical District, Dis-
count coupons at local KOA, Info: Mike Davis
mld@consolidated.net
Pearl
1st Sat, Pearl Bluegrass Jam & Show, 10 am, Pearl Community 
Center, FM 183 (not US 183) 7 mi South of Purmela, Info: Ron-
ald Medart 254-865-6013, www.pearlbluegrass.com
Round rock
3rd Sat., 2-5 pm, Danny Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail,
www.dannyraysmusic.com, 512-671-8663
San Antonio - Mondays, The Barbecue Sta  on, 1610 N.E. Loop 
410, Harry Wurzbach exit, 6:30pm, 210-824-9191
Shulenburg
1st & 3rd Tue., RV Park Clubhouse, 6:30-9:00 pm, Contact: 
Lore  a Baumgarten 979-743-4388 or
Camp@SchulenburgRVPark.com
Utopia
3rd Friday, Jam, 7:00 pm, Senior Ci  zens Center, Info: Skip 
Doerr, 830-966-6362

BLUEGRASS JAMS!!!
NOTICE: Be sure to contact the venue and/or host to ensure the jam/
show is s  ll ac  ve. The only info we have about each of these is what 
was sent to us. If you fi nd a problem with any venue or need to change 
your informa  on, drop us a line at ctba@centralbluegrass.org.

Aus  n 
2nd & 4th Saturday, CTBA Sponsored beginner-intermediate 
jam, 3801 Berkman Drive, 78723, 3:00 - 5:00 pm. Steve Man-
gold, 512-345-6155.
3rd Saturday, AFTM Contradance, 7:30 - 11 PM, Info: 3501 Red 
River, $7, 512-453-8936
1st & 3rd Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, 512-345-
6155.
Every Sunday, Hill’s Cafe, 4700 S. Congress Ave, Aus  n 78745, 
2:00 pm
Every Tuesday, Texas Old Time Fiddlers Jam, 8:00-10:00 pm, 
Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, 78701. Info: Tom Lindsey, lind-
seytg@aol.com or 512-301-3856.
2nd & 4th Monday, Waterloo Ice House, 8600 Burnet Road, 
7:00-9:30 pm. Jerry 512-834-1070
Bandera
4th Friday, 6:30 pm, Silver Sage Corral, east of Bandera. Info: 
830-796-4969 (No jam on Good Friday)
Bellville
4th Saturday, Jam & Show (Spring Creek Club Sponsored), Jan-
Sep, Jam @ 4:00 pm, Show @ 6:30, Cousha  e RV Ranch, 979-
865-5250, bluegrass221@peoplepc.com,
www.springcreekbluegrass.com
Carrollton
Jam info at: www.meetup.com/bluegrass-142
Clear Lake -  First Tuesday, 7-9 at Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA 
Pkwy, Houston, 77058, Info: h  p://www.bayareabluegrass.org/
Jam_Stacks.html
Corpus Chris  
2nd Sunday, 2:00 pm, Heritage Park, Corpus Chris  , South Texas 
Bluegrass Associa  on, Info: Bill Davis 361-387-4552
Dallas
1st Tue., Bluegrass Heritage Founda  on jam, 7:00 pm, Charley’s 
Guitar Shop, 2720 Royal Lane, www.charleysguitar.com,
972-243-4187
Dickinson -  Every Friday, 7-9 pm, Dickinson BBQ and Steak-
house, 2111 FM 517 East, 77539, Info: h  p://www.bayareablue-
grass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
Faye  eville
2nd weekend, April - November, starts at 6:00 pm, Courthouse 
Square, info: www.texaspickinpark.com,
Tom Duplissey at 512-415-3177
Field Creek
1st Sat, Field Creek Music, 6:00 pm, Field Creek is between 
Llano and Brady on Hwy 71. Info: Bill Tuckness 325-247-3223
Florence
Every Friday, Art’s Opry Bluegrass Jam & Show, 5:30 pm, Art’s 
Ribs & BBQ, 212 E. Main St., Beginner’s jam at 5 PM, sigi@sigi.
us, 512-869-8076
Every Sunday, Bluegrass Jam, 1:30-4 pm, Art’s Ribs & BBQ, 212 
E. Main St., sigi@sigi.us, 512-869-8076
Garland
Bluegrass on the Square between Main & State Streets at 6th 
from 7:30 - 1:00 AM. Contact: Jim Miller 972-276-3197.
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Central Texas Bluegrass Association Bluegrass 
Newsletter is published by the Central Texas 
Bluegrass Association, a 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt 
Texas Non-profi t Corporation. Contributions are 
deductible as charitable and educational dona-
tions. Work published in this newsletter is used 
by permission of the writers, artists, and pho-
tographers who retain all copyrights. Bob Vestal, 
Editor

Board Members:
Stacy Holt, President
Jamie Stubblefi eld, Vice President
Tracie Upham, Secretary
Duane Calvin, Treasurer
Rob Liff ord, Chuck Middleton, Alice Moore, 
Adam Roberts, Jacob Roberts, Bob Vestal
Website, Jeff  White

THE CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION IS 
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHOSE MISSION 
IS TO PROMOTE BLUEGRASS MUSIC IN CENTRAL 
TEXAS.

Our members range from listeners and lovers of 
bluegrass music to world-class professional musi-
cians who all have the same desire: to promote the 
music.

CTBA provides a link between clubs, restaurants, 
and other venues and Central Texas Bluegrass musi-
cians.

CTBA sponsors jams, workshops, provides schol-
arships to needy musicians, donates to other 
non-profi t organizations, supports radio stations 
that promote bluegrass music & musicians, and 
provides festival venues for our readers and fans of 
bluegrass music to enjoy. 

KEEP ON PICKIN’.

Take $5.00 off  the adver  sing rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month. Publica  on 
is on or about the 1st day of the each month. Send electronic no  ces to: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org. Send payment to: 
 

Central Texas Bluegrass Associa  on 
A  en  on: Editor
P. O. BOX 9816 
Aus  n, TX 78766

Adver  sers assume liability for all content of adver  sements and from 
any claims arising there from. We reserve the right to reject adver  sing 
for reasons of space availability or publica  on standards.

If you would like CTBA to review CDs or would like us to include pro-
mo material for ar  sts performing in Texas, please send to our e-mail at 
ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snail mail to the PO Box listed above.

Please Join CTBA:    h  p://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html

Ad Size   Price
FULL PAGE  $30.00
1/2 PAGE  $15.00
1/4 PAGE  $12.50
1/8 PAGE  $10.00

Membership and Advertising Rates
CTBA’s Volume 2, 
$10.00,
(includes ship-
ping to any-
anywhere in the 
United States).

The printed newsletter costs CTBA about $26/year per mailed sub-
scription. If you can, please select E-mail Newsletter.

Membership Rates: with E-mail Newsletter with Paper Newsletter

 Individual  $25.00    $30.00

 Band   $35.00    $40.00

 Student   $15.00   $20.00

 Family   $35.00   $40.00

 Business   $50.00   $55.00

 Lifetime   $300.00   $300.00

CTBA has 100% pre-shrunk cotton, high-quality t-shirts with CTBA’s logo on the front, available in Black, 
White, and Burnt Orange, S, M, L, XL, and XXL for only $15.00. The Mona Lisa and Earl Scruggs t-shirts are 
$20.00.
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Smile Amazon Program
Remember, you can have a dollar amount donated to CTBA simply by registering and purchasing items 
through smile.amazon.com instead of just amazon.com. Amazon donates an amount to the charity of your 
choice based on your purchase price. The dona  on amount comes directly from amazon.com and is not 
added on to the item price. Sweet!

The Sandyland Bluegrass Reunion takes place in Nacogdoches, Sept. 19th-20th. There’s good 
music, food, and camping. For info, see sandylandbluegrass.com or call Cowboy & Sara Barrett at 936-
569-1179.

Audey Blaylock at the recent Lone Star Bluegrass Festival in Hallettsville. 
Photo by Ken Brown.

Robertson County Line at the recent Lone Star Bluegrass Festival in Hallettsville.
Photo by Ken Brown.


