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CTBA’s 18th Annual Band Scramble and Bluegrass Garage Sale, held on July 6th at Threadgill’s 
North in Austin, broke records for both the number of musicians actively participating and 
donating their time (49) and total money raised (over $2,000!). CTBA wants to thank both the 
musicians and those who donated and purchased items.

Eight different instruments were donated, which sent folks 
home with something new to practice on banjo, mandolin, 
electric bass, autoharp, and fiddle. Some folks claimed some 
nice cases to house their instruments. As always, there were 
lots of tuners, strings, capos, magazines, books, and CDs. The 
new CTBA burnt orange T-shirt with our famous mandolin 
logo was unveiled and available for the first time and was a 
big hit. Pick one up at the next CTBA event if you missed 
this opportunity to get one.

Memorable moments from the band scramble included hav-
ing two CTBA charter members (1978), John Jacobs (Dobro) and Doc Wayne Ross (Banjo) 
playing side by side in one group. Participating in their first band scramble after all these years 
were two long-time CTBA members - Mike Bond (mandolin) from Wimberley and Spencer 
Drake (banjo) from San Antonio.

Special too was the fact that this was the first time 
that CTBA has introduced the recipients of their 
music camp scholarships at the Band Scramble. Not 
only that, but they each participated in the scram-
ble! Ryan Chatterjee on banjo, Ethan May on banjo, 
and his brother John-Samuel May on guitar. Each did 
a fine job.

Threadgill’s was packed with avid listeners. The 
sound on the historic Threadgill’s stage was the best 
ever for this event. The food and beverage service 
was good and the room was filled with a super 
charged energy.

Receiving accolades for making it was Amy Collins who arrived from Barcelona less than 10 
hours prior to the event. Folks were only too happy to throw a little extra in the CTBA Band 
tip jar (pumpkin) as thanks for her enthusiasm.

Thanks also go to Duane Calvin who headed up the garage sale team and did an excellent job 

CTBA Band Scramble A Huge Success
by Eddie Collins

Eddie Collins & Stacy Hold, CTBA President, kicking off 
the 2014 Band Scramble. Photo by Bob Vestal

2014 CTBA Scholoarship recipients Ryan Chatterjee and brothers Ethan 
and John-Samuel May. Photo by Bob Vestal



2 Central Texas Bluegrass Association

of tallying the results. Chuck Middleton 
receives kudos for years of keeping ga-
rage sales items at his place in between 
yearly events.

Get ready for next year, especially if you 
missed this one. It’s always held near July 
4th, it’s always a ton of fun, and always 
raises money for the support of what 
we love - bluegrass!

Lastly, Ben and Gloria Buchanan and a 
few others received extra bluegrass-
cred points by not only participating in 
the band scramble, but showing up at 
emcee Eddie Collins’ 7:00 o’clock gig 
with the Piney Grove Ramblers at the 
Green Mesquite.

Here are some pictures of the bands that formed and played at this year’s garage sale and 
band scramble at Threadgill’s.

Duane and Chuck takin’ care of business. Photo by Bob Vestal

Band 2.Photo by Bob Vestal

Band 1.Photo by Bob Vestal
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A three day camp for  Banjo, Mandolin, Guitar, Fiddle, 
Songwriting/Vocal, Dobro, Bass, &  Fingerstyle Guitar

Small class sizes with hands-on instruction and an 
emphasis on family friendly fun is what you can 
expect at Acoustic Music Camp 2014 Come join 

us this August in Dallas/Fort 
Worth area and learn to 

make better music in 
a friendly, supportive 

environment.  Only 15 minutes away from DFW 
Airport and conveniently near major malls, Six 
Flags Over Texas, and water parks. We chose our 
talented lineup of instructors because they are 
great pickers, great teachers and great people.

Space is Limited So Register Today

Bluegrass Banjo 
 Alison Brown 
 Bill Evans 
 Gerald Jones 
 Alan Tompkins

Flatpick Guitar 
 Brad Davis 
 Dix Bruce 
 Clay Powers

Mandolin 
 Dix Bruce 
 Nate Lee 
 Gerald Jones 

Fiddle 
 Texas Shorty 
 Dale Morris Jr 
 Dale Morris Sr 
 Nate Lee

Fingerstyle Guitar 
 David Hamburger 
 Sam Swank

Bass 
 Irl Hees

Clawhammer Banjo 
 D. Lee Thomas

Vocals/Harmony 
 Dave Walser

A u g u s t  7 - 9 ,  2 0 1 4  •  A r l i n g t o n  Te x a s

AcousticMusicCamp.com  
call or email Gerald Jones:  

214-236-0783
info@AcousticMusicCamp.com
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Band 3.Photo by Bob Vestal

Band 4.Photo by Bob Vestal

Band 5.Photo by Bob Vestal
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Band 6.Photo by Bob Vestal

A surprise performance by a combination of Jeff Robertson’s Prime Time Ramblers 
along with members of the Bottom Dollar String Band. Photo by Bob Vestal

Eddie Collins (banjo), joins Out of the Blue band members Rob Lifford (mando) and Jamie Stubblefield (guitar) during the 
Bluegrass Brunch at Threadgill’s just prior to the start of the 18th Annual CTBA Band Scramble & Garage Sale. 
Photo by Bob Vestal
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Rhonda Vincent & The Rage u Seldom Scene  
 Gibson Brothers u Joe Mullins & Radio Ramblers 

Kenny & Amanda Smith Band u Balsam Range 
Rambling Rooks u Flatt Lonesome 

Two days of great music, chili, and 
beautiful flowers under the Texas sky! 
Bring your blankets and lawn chairs!
Festival hours  
Friday 4:30p - 10p  
Saturday 10:30a - 10p.

Farmers Branch Historical Park 
2540 Farmers Branch Ln  
Farmers Branch, Texas 75234

Only 15 minutes from D/FW Airport! 
Discounted Festival Room Rates! 
RV parking available.

Check our website at: 
BluegrassHeritage.org for more details 
about special deals on hotel rooms.
Artists and schedule subject to change 
without notice.

BloominBluegrass.com
info@BloominBluegrass.com This event is 

brought to you 
by the City of 
Farmers Branch, 
Texas and the 
Bluegrass Heritage 
Foundation.

FREE 

Free Admission, no ticket required

Join us for the Friday night festival after-party 
 with Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen  

10:30pm at the Night Hotel  
(Free for Night Hotel Guests) 

Friday & Saturday October 17-18, 2014 
Farmers Branch Texas Historical Park

BluegrassHeritage.org
Bluegrass Heritage Foundation
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Proud to Support CTBA!

Megan Pumphrey
P. O. Box 319
Leander, TX 78646

Setting Up an Acoustic Fretted Instrument – Part ?
by Dave Trexler

Normally, this is where Dave would expound on the myriad variables and considerations necessary 
for getting the best sound possible out of your acoustic fretted instruments (sorry, you fiddle and 
double-bass folks have a whole ‘nother set-up process ‘cause you ain’t got no frets! Why, that’s just 
crazy talk!).
Anyway, Dave was a bit distracted and wasn’t able to get an article together for this month’s issue. 
Seems his baby girl, Abigail Marie, was born three weeks early on July 4th, and they’ve had their 
hands full for a while. Abigail Marie Trexler was born July 4th in Austin weighing in at 7# 7oz, 21 1/2” 
long. Mom and baby are both home, happy, and healthy. I think we can all relate to the “hands-full” 
scenario where young children are concerned. Our hearty congratulations to Dave and Stephanie, 
and we’ll all look forward to getting back on the luthier track next month. We’ll leave the diaper 
changing to them!

Recently, I was invited by Randy Nettles (center, gui-
tar), Praise Worship Leader at the Covenant Methodist 
Church in Austin, to come sit in with them on a blue-
grass jam. This jam followed the church’s Wednesday 
night dinner and everyone seemed to enjoy the music. 
Randy says he’d like to make it a regular event in the 
near future. Shown here are Jim Gilespie (bass), Shawn 
Spiars (banjo), Randy, Keith Bible (mando), and Amy 
Wendland (singer).

The Stone Soup Sessions, a collaboration between the Austin Friends of Traditional 
Music and the Texas Music Museum, will commence on Sunday, August 17, 2-5 pm, 
and each third Sunday thereafter. The event is designed to offer an opportunity for 
Central Texas area traditional musicians of all genres to come together and share their 
songs and tunes. The event will take place at the Texas Music Museum, 1109 E 11th 
St, Austin, and is free of charge and open to the public. All traditional musicians are 
invited to participate and interested listeners are invited to enjoy the session. For more 
information, contact David Polacheck, polacheckdavid@gmail.com, or 512 750 8142.

mailto:polacheckdavid%40gmail.com?subject=
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It’s time for the annual 2014 Bay Area Bluegrass Association Fire on the Strings Bluegrass Music festival on 
August 15th and 16th at the South Shore Harbor Resort and Convention Center in League City, TX. A great 
line-up is in store featuring The Crowe Brothers (www.crowebrothers.com), Hard Road Trio (www.hardroad-
trio.com), and Robertson County Line. Lot’s of great local talent will be on stage as well including The Lon-
estar Bluegrass Band, The Billy Bright & Alan Munde Quartet, The Bluegrass Solution, and many others. 
There will be wall-to-wall jamming all over the hotel. Saturday morning featureS the Texas State Flatpicking 
Guitar and Banjo contests. Lot’s of music you won’t want to miss. Go to the web site (www.fireonthestrings.
com) to get all the details. Info: BABA President Rick Kirkland, crk5820@msn.com, or 281-488-2244.

http://www.bayareabluegrass.org
http://www.crowebrothers.com
http://www.hardroadtrio.com
http://www.hardroadtrio.com
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Multi-Educational
Cross Cultural 

Arts Association

 
Teaching the Children of the World to Dance, 

Sing and Play Musical Instruments 

 
Phone: 254-526-9464 
e-mail: dfkott@aol.com 
YouTube channel:  mecatx 

MECCA is a 501c(3) nonprofit educational organization that teaches music & 
dance to adults and children.  We provide ethnic/cultural/patriotic music and 

dance groups for civic, schools, churches, and club programs events.  

Fresh off their performance as part of the Bluegrass In The Park in 
Burnett last month, the Pausitive Band is heading into August with 
a full slate of performances that are sure to delight those fortunate 
enough to catch them.
The band consists of mom, Wendy Pausewang (guitar) and family 
members Derek (lead guitar, bass, mando), Mikaela (bass guitar, gui-
tar, piano), and Logan (fiddle).
To find out more about this fine group of performers, check out their 
upcoming scheulde, bios, and other good info on their website at 
www.pausitiveband.com.

If you’re familiar with the West Texas Bluegrass/Traditional Music Association then you prob-
ably already know about their new name: the Hillcrest Blugerass Club. They meet monthly 
on the last Friday night of of the month at Hillcerst Country Club in Lubbock at 7:00 pm. They 
were organized in Jan. 2007 by Tommy & Myra Reece and currently have over 700 members. 
Their program usually involves a concert featuring a regional band and always includes a jam. 
For more info, contact Tommy Reece at hillcrestbluegrass@gmail.com.

The Grape Creek Jamfest is Saturday, October 11th, 6:00-9:00 pm, at the Grape 
Creek Baptist Church, 9781 Grape Creek Road, about 10 miles north of San An-
gelo. Featured groups are Dueling Hearts from Waco, Acoustic Sound Hounds from 
Scurry, and Concho Grass from San Angelo. Free admission and a meal is served at 
4:30!Info: Linda Rogers, 325-650-8933.

On July 28th, a new Kickstarter crowdsource funding campaign launched to 
fund the production of a half-hour television special celebrating the 40th an-
niversary of The Carter Family Fold located in Hiltons, VA – a rural non-profit 
music venue created to honor the musical heritage of the Carter Family – wide-
ly recognized as the First Family of Country Music. The campaign ends August 
26th.
Janette Carter, granddaugher to A.P. Carter, along with her siblings Joe and 

Gladys, built the Carter Family Fold which has hosted locals and travelers from around the 
world every Saturday night for the past 40 years dancing to the music of popular old time and 
bluegrass bands. For more information about the project, visit www.kickstarter.com/profile/
carterfold40th.

The Pausitive Band. Photo by Michael 
Pausewang.
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Instruction for Banjo,
Guitar, and Mandolin

Private Lessons in North and South Austin

Eddie Collins
www.eddiecollins.biz

512-873-7803

   Brenton Lewis
   City Manager

Office: 325-247-4158, x206
    Fax:  325-247-4150
blewis@cityofllano.com

Meet A Member - Bob Cartwright
by Bob Vestal

Nearly all the guys I grew up with in junior high and high school are involved in music one way or another. 
Once it gets into your blood there’s no getting rid of it or that bond that you have with each other. That holds 
true with this month’s profile of Bob Cartwright and his bandmates, The Stray Bullets.
Let’s get to know you, Bob. Where were you born and reared?

I was BOI - born on the island in Galveston, Texas, in the early 50s. From an 
early age, I was always into singing and the first song that I remember singing 
over and over again was Big John by Jimmy Dean. Subsequently, I sang in the 
St. Patrick’s Boys Choir for five years. We moved to Austin in 7th Grade and 
continued to sing but not formally until my freshman year in college.

How/when did you get to Austin?
We moved to Austin in 1966. My oldest brother was ill and needed special 
care so we moved. My mother was originally from Austin where her family 
resided. I have been here ever since.

Tell us about your early musical training/teachers/mentors. Whose/what music influenced you?
Church music influenced me the most. Our choir director - Father Antle - was an unbelievable teacher. 
He taught us all the harmonies and how to pick them out. In addition, we sang a lot of musicals and we 
travelled around the state giving performances. We were also on television in Houston and sang in the high 
school play performances each year. We did the King and I one year and the production was so good, we 
were invited to do the play at the Alley Theatre in Houston. However, a scheduling conflict came up and the 
trip to Houston was cancelled.

What instruments do you play?
I play guitar, some mandolin and wash board. I also do a lot of the singing. It is my band mates who are the 
really good musicians.

Do/did you have a career outside of music?
Yes. I started a compensation and human resources consulting firm in 1996 after spending 15 years at 
Tracor, Inc. in Austin, working in human resources. I left there as head of Global Compensation. My boss 
retired and my job was being moved to the East Coast so I decided to start my own company. My mother 
was very ill at the time and my wife and five kids were happy living in Pflugerville so I walked off the curb 
and started Intelligent Compensation, LLC. My firm has grown steadily over the years and we now have 
clients all over the country.
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How did you get started as a performing artist?
Church choir. However, I got the urge again to sing and I wanted to learn how to play guitar so, during my 
junior year in high school, I started to learn guitar and sing with folks at parties. I had some friends in high 
school playing in bands including a second cousin who ended up playing with the band Spirit. I wanted to do 
what they were doing so, on a trip to Colorado my freshman year with four friends, one of my friends who 
was an excellent guitarist started playing one night and we hit it off. The next I knew, he and I were playing 
at sorority houses, Hut’s, open mikes, and at the Texas Tavern on UT campus. From there I ended up as the 
lead singer in a band called Texas Twilight which was comprised of folks that I went to high school with.  We 
played around Austin for a couple of years and then I got married to the woman I have been married to for 
37 years. After that, played a few weddings, at church and on camp outs with our five kids.

Has bluegrass always been your focus?
No. Started with rock, moved to folk and country and migrated 3 years ago to bluegrass. However, I was al-
ways a fan of Ricky Skaggs, Earl Scruggs, Peter, Paul and Mary, B.W. Stevenson, Shake Russell, Michael Martin 
Murphy, Townes Van Zandt, Willis Allen Ramsey, Steve Fromholz and others. We refer to our music as Blues-
grass. The Stray Bullets is not your traditional bluegrass or newgrass band but we do play old traditional 
Americana and bluegrass traditionalists seem to like our unique sound. We recently played the Bluebell 
Bluegrass Festival in Llano and had a blast. We were billed as the band with the unique bluegrass sound and 
would love to go back there and play next near. Great crowd.

How did The Stray Bullets get started?

My best friend since junior high (Tom Caven) is the 
lead guitarist, dobro, and singer in the band. Tom is 
a medical doctor and he works in management for 
Seton at Breckenridge Hospital. My son’s girlfriend 
at the time was wanting to go to medical school 
and hoping to land an internship. So, I introduced 
them over lunch and at the end, had mentioned to 
Tom that my youngest daughter was tuning 16 and 
she and I were going to do an open mic. Tom had 
been playing in a blues band at the time and was 
wondering if we could get together to play some acoustical music. A couple of weeks later, we met and had 
a blast. He had a friend who played banjo (Tate Erlinger) and asked if the three us could play sometime. The 
first night we got together, we collaborated on some riffs that Tom and Tate had put together and I threw 
some words at it. It ended up the first song we wrote together - Falling Down Through the Devil’s Door. We 
kept going from that day forward and ended up calling ourselves The Stray Bullets and writing a lot of music. 
I call it the right brain – left brain get the heck out of dodge to relax.

Introduce us to each band member.
Tom Caven - Lead guitar, dobro, and vocals. Tom is originally from Austin and he and I went to O. Henry 
Middle School and Austin High School together. Tate Erlinger plays banjo, banjorita, guitar, mandolin, and 
some vocals. Tate and Tom are great at developing music riffs together and as a result, some of the songs on 
our first album are from this process. Tom is also an excellent lyricist. Teddy Phillipus is our bass player 
and back up vocals. The bass he plays is a bass ukulele that, when plugged in, sounds like a stand-up bass. 
Teddy travelled the world playing trumpet in the Army band. Teddy’s son writes music for Brad Paisley. He is 
also a musician and performs around the country. Kevin Cartwright is my youngest son who plays cajone 
and percussion for us. Kevin has played drums throughout junior high and high school and he is currently 
going to college at Texas State where he is studying communication. When Kevin cannot play with us, my 
youngest daughter Camille sits in. She is also a musician and song writer and she and Kevin are playing 
together as a duo throughout Austin. Camille will be a freshman at Texas State in the fall and wants to be a 
nurse. Steve Jonas is a recent addition to the band and plays harmonica. Steve has played in blues bands in 
Boston and in Phoenix and he sings backup harmonies as well.
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CTBA Bluegrass Bands
Alan Munde Gazette 
Bill Honker 
bhonker@gmail.com

Allen Hurt & The Moun-
tain Showmen 
Allen Hurt (Sherman, TX) 
www.allenhurt.com

Bee Creek Boys 
Jim Umbarger 
512-922-5786 
info@beecreekboys.com

Better Late Than Never 
Duane Calvin 
512-835-0342 
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.
com

Blacktop Bend 
George Rios 
512-619-8536 
blacktopbend@yahoo.
com

Blazing Bows 
Cara Cooke 512-280-9104 
caracooke@gmail.com

Bluebonnet Pickers 
Brooks Blake 
830-798-1087 
ranchdoc@zeecon.com

Blue Creek Bluegrass 
Gospel Band 
Bing Rice 830-253-7708 
bluecreekbg.com 
bluecreekbing@cs.com

Blue Creek String Band 
Thomas Chapmond 
512-791-3411 
tchapmond@gmail.com

Blue Skyz Band 
Mike Lester 
210-913-9597 
www.blueskyzband.com

Bottom Dollar String 
Band John Ohlinger 
512-431-5150 
bottomdollarstring-
band@gmail.com

Buffalo Grass 
Don Inbody 
512-923-0704 
don@inbody.net 
buffalograssmusic.com

Carper Family Band 
Jenn Miori 
carperfamilyband@
gmail.com

Chasing Blue 
512-963-7515 
suzoleson@aol.com 
chasingblueband.com

Christy & the Plowboys 
Dan Foster 512-452-6071 
dan@fostersplace.com

David & Barbara Brown 
361-985-9902 
(Corpus Christi) 
ddbrown@grandecom.net

David Diers & the #910 Train 
daviddiers.com 
512-814-5145 
daviddiersbooking@gmail.
com

Eddie Collins 
512-873-7803 
www.eddiecollins.biz 
tuneman@austin.rr.com

Four Fights Per Pint 
Jay Littleton 512-848-1634 
bluegrassman@usa.com

Grazmatics 
Wayne Ross 512-330-2188 
lwayneross@gmail.com

Hard To Make A Living 
john.hood.tx@sbcglobal.net

James Reams & The Barn-
stormers, 718-374-1086 
james@jamesreams.com 
www.jamesreams.com

Joe Sundell & the Show & 
Tellers, Rebecca Patek 
262-617-4152 
rebeccapatek@gmail.com 
www.joesundell.com

Karen Abrahams Band 
512-484-0751 
karen@karenabrahams.com 
www.karenabrahams.com

Lone Star Swing
Gary Hartman 979-378-2753
gh08@txstate.edu

Los Bluegrass Vatos
Danny Santos 
danny_santos@hotmail.com

Manchaca All-Stars 
Buck Buchanan 
512-282-2756 
manchacaallstars@email.
com

Missing Tradition 
Diana & Dan Ost 
512-850-4362 
missingtradition@gmail.
com

Out of the Blue 
Jamie Stubblefield, 
512-923-4288 
jamie5011@aol.com 
www.outoftheblue.ws

Piney Grove Ramblers 
Wayne Brooks 
512-699-8282 
www.pgramblers.com

Ragged Union 
Geoff Union 
512-563-9821 
geoffu@geoffunion.com

Randy’s Rangers 
Sigi Field 512-869-8076 
www.jrfnet.net/rr 
sigi@sigi.us

Robertson County Line 
Jeff Robertson 
512-629-5742 
jaydubya7@yahoo.com

Rod Moag Band 
Rod Moag 512-467-6825 
rodmoag@texas.net

Sabine Bluegrass
Gerald Block 
editor@sabinebluegrass.
com

Shawn Spiars & Friends 
512-627-3921 
sspiars@gmail.com 
www.banjohangout.org/
my/sspiars

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Bluegrass Band, Dave 
Walser, davewalser.com, 
dave@davewalser.com

String Beans 
Mike Montgomery 
mikemon@astro.
as.utexas.edu

The Austin Steamers 
Ben Hodges 
979-865-5250 
www.theaustinsteamers.
com

The Ledbetters 
Spencer Drake 
830-660-2533 
kthdrake@wildblue.net

The Lost Pines 
Talia Bryce 512-814-5134 
thelostpines@gmail.com  
www.lostpinesband.com

The Pickin’ Ranch Ram-
blers Ritchie Mintz 
ritchie@ritchiemintz.com

The Prime Time Ram-
blers Jacob Roberts 
jrobertsrr@gmail.com

The Showmen Bluegrass 
Band Ben Buchanan 
bbuchanan6@austin.
rr.com

The Sieker Band 
Rolf & Beate Sieker 
512-733-2857 
www.siekerband.com 
thesiekers@aol.com

The Stray Bullets
Bob Cartwright 
512-415-8080 
bob.cartwright@sbc-
global.net 
www.facebook.com/thes-
traybullets 
www.reverbnation.com/
thestraybullets

Upham Family Band 
Tracie Upham 
uphambluegrass@gmail.
com

White Dove
Angie Beaubouef 
glen_angieb@yahoo.com

The Wimberley Bunch
Charlie Lewis 
bassplay@gvtc.com
512-635-6784

Wires and Wood 
David Dyer 210-680-1889 
wiresandwood.net 
daviddyer@satx.rr.com

Woodstreet Blood-
hounds Robert Becker 
(Oak Park, IL) 
708-714-7206 
robertbecker1755@sbc-
global.net

Yellowgrass
Brett Morgan 
512-745-0671
morganpiper@yahoo.
com
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How are the gigs at the Javelina Bar and Grill in Austin on Sundays going?
Rene de la Mora who books for Javelina called me one day about seven months ago and said that he had 
heard our music on ReverbNation and wanted to try us out to come and play on a Sunday afternoon. 
Javelina is located on Rainey Street near downtown Austin which is a very popular street to be on right 
now with all the restaurants and bars. Basically, we hit a home run getting this booking. The first time we 
played there we had a good crowd. The last time we played there we had a packed house – standing room 
only and we had a blast. It is one of our favorite places to play and we thank Rene for taking a chance on 
us. Rene has also booked us at a venue in South Austin on West Stassney Lane called Sweetwater. We have 
played there a few times to good crowds and it is a fun place to play. Also, the food there is great.

You played recently on Father’s Day at The Green Mesquite BBQ Restaurant. What was that like?
It was exciting to play there. We had been trying to get a gig at the Green Mesquite for two years and we 
were very excited to get a call from Craig Calvert who books for Green Mesquite. Playing on Fathers Day 
was an added treat. We loved playing there and we had a good crowd. Craig has since booked us for two 
more gigs and we are looking forward to going back. When you walk into the Green Mesquite, there is a 
sign above the door that says that they have been horrifying vegetarians since 1988. I am almost finished 
writing a new song titled “Horrifying Vegetarians since 1988” and hope to be playing it sometime this Fall.

Tell us about your CD. How did that come about?
After writing Falling Down Through the Devil’s Door the first time Tom, Tate, and I got together, we just kept 
writing. Before we knew it, we had twelve songs put together that we started playing live. The good news 
was our audience liked them so we decided to cut an album to share with friends and to have some on 
hand when we played gigs. We also needed content to book gigs – which at the beginning was very hard 
to do. Going to the studio for the first time to record was a very cool experience and nothing like we had 
envisioned. It took us about three hours just to get used to being in separate rooms. We are a band that 
feeds off of each other so being separated took some adjustment. However, we had a blast and achieved 
the end result. Our first CD, The Stray Bullets, can be found on iTunes.

What’s the future look like for you? What are your plans for the near future?
The future looks bright for us. We really enjoy playing together and we all get along well. We complement 
each other well between writing music and writing lyrics which keeps things fresh and interesting. We have 
been booking more bluegrass festivals lately which has been a lot of fun. We have also played at business 
conferences in Austin and in Fort Worth which has kept things interesting and we are getting a lot of invi-
tations now to play private events. We also received invites to play SXSW official and unofficial venues the 
last three years and we had a blast and great crowds when we played. In addition, we have played a benefit 
concert for Dell Children’s Hospital at an event held at Ballet Austin for the last three years and we hope 
to continue to do so again. This is for a great cause and one that touches us all.

Is there another CD in your future?
Maybe. We currently have about eight new tunes and others in various stages that we are working on. We 
have been playing a lot of gigs recently which has slowed us down a little in getting together to perfect 
some of our new tunes. We will probably start sending mp3s back and forth to each other again to move 
things along.

We feel very honored to be a part of CTBA and to be highlighted in this way. Basically, we have a lot of 
fun just playing and getting together and we want to especially thank our families and friends who have 
been very supportive of us over the last three years. Without that support, we would not be playing as 
The Stray Bullets. I also want to thank my band mates for the great friendships we have developed and for 
all the fun times we have had over the last three years. It has been great fun.

See what I mean? Once that collective synergy gets goin’ there’s just no stopping it. And, that’s a 
good thing. Thanks to Bob and the Stray Bullets for carrying the bluegrass torch and makin’ some 
mighty fine music along the way. Catch them when you can. You’ll be glad you did.
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Garland 
Bluegrass on the Square between Main & State Streets 
at 6th from 7:30 - 1:00 AM. Contact: Jim Miller 972-276-
3197.
Georgetown 
Every Thursday at Dickey’s BBQ Pit, 723 W. University 
Ave, 78626, 5:30 to 7:30 pm, 512-869-8076 or sigi@sigi.
us.
Glen Rose 
3rd Sat., Oakdale Park, Paluxy River Bluegrass Assn. Jam 
@ 2:00 pm, free stage show @ 6:00 pm, Friday night 
camping encouraged, John Scott 817-525-0558
Harwood 
3rd Sat., 2-9 pm, Jam & Stage Show, 9 mi. E. of Luling, 
Hwy 90, Info: Tony Conyers 512-601-1510 or 
512-940-3731
Hondo 
1st Friday, Hondo Hootenanny, starts at 11 am, Hondo 
Community Center, 1014 18th st, Hondo, TX Info: 
830-426-2831
League City 
3rd Sat., (Jan-Nov) Jam 4:30pm (BABA Sponsored) Show 
at 7:00 pm, Info: Rick Kirkland 281-488-2244, 
www.bayareabluegrass.org
Liberty Hill 
4th Sat., Jam, 4-9 pm, Hwy 29 West, Info: Teresa Garner 
512-963-4612
Llano 
4th Sat. (Jan. - Oct.), Bluegrass in the Hill Country Jam, 
5:30-10:30 pm, at The Badu House, Info: info@Bluegrass-
InTheHillCountry.org
2nd & 4th Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, 
First Presbyterian Church, Info: Jeff White 325-248-4114
1st Sat., Field Creek Fiddle Jam, 6-9 pm, Field Creek is 
between Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness 
325-247-3223
3rd Sat., Pontotoc Fiddle Jam, 6-9 PM, Pontotoc is be-
tween Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness, 
325-247-3223
Medina 
2nd Tue., All Gospel Jam 6: pm, First Baptist Church, Info: 
Linda Barton 830-589-2486
Montgomery 
1st Sat., Jam, 10 am-2 pm, downtown historical District, 
Discount coupons at local KOA, Info: Mike Davis 
mld@consolidated.net
Pearl 
1st Sat, Pearl Bluegrass Jam & Show, 10 am, Pearl Com-
munity Center, FM 183 (not US 183) 7 mi South of Purme-
la, Info: Ronald Medart 254-865-6013, www.pearlblue-
grass.com
Round rock 
3rd Sat., 2-5 pm, Danny Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail, 
www.dannyraysmusic.com, 512-671-8663
San Antonio - Mondays, The Barbecue Station, 1610 N.E. 
Loop 410, Harry Wurzbach exit, 6:30pm, 210-824-9191
Shulenburg 
1st & 3rd Tue., RV Park Clubhouse, 6:30-9:00 pm, Con-
tact: Loretta Baumgarten 979-743-4388 or 
Camp@SchulenburgRVPark.com
Utopia 
3rd Friday, Jam, 7:00 pm, Senior Citizens Center, Info: Skip 
Doerr 830-966-6362

BLUEGRASS JAMS!!!
NOTICE: Be sure to contact the venue and/or host to ensure the jam/
show is still active. The only info we have about each of these is what 
was sent to us. If you find a problem with any venue or need to change 
your information, drop us a line at ctba@centralbluegrass.org.

Austin  
2nd & 4th Saturday, CTBA Sponsored beginner-interme-
diate jam, 3801 Berkman Drive, 78723, 3:00 - 5:00 pm. 
Steve Mangold, 512-345-6155.
3rd Saturday, AFTM Contradance, 7:30 - 11 PM, Info: 3501 
Red River, $7, 512-453-8936
1st & 3rd Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, 512-
345-6155.
Every Sunday, Hill’s Cafe, 4700 S. Congress Ave, Austin 
78745, 2:00 pm
Every Tuesday, Texas Old Time Fiddlers Jam, 8:00-10:00 
pm, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, 78701. Info: Tom 
Lindsey, lindseytg@aol.com or 512-301-3856.
2nd & 4th Monday, Waterloo Ice House, 8600 Burnet 
Road, 7:00-9:30 pm. Jerry 512-834-1070
Bandera 
4th Friday, 6:30 pm, Silver Sage Corral, east of Bandera. 
Info: 830-796-4969 (No jam on Good Friday)
Bellville 
4th Saturday, Jam & Show (Spring Creek Club Sponsored), 
Jan-Sep, Jam @ 4:00 pm, Show @ 6:30, Coushatte RV 
Ranch, 979-865-5250, bluegrass221@peoplepc.com, 
www.springcreekbluegrass.com
Carrollton 
Jam info at: www.meetup.com/bluegrass-142
Clear Lake -  First Tuesday, 7-9 at Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA 
Pkwy, Houston, 77058, Info: http://www.bayareablue-
grass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
Corpus Christi 
2nd Sunday, 2:00 pm, Heritage Park, Corpus Christi, South 
Texas Bluegrass Association, Info: Bill Davis 361-387-4552
Dallas 
1st Tue., Bluegrass Heritage Foundation jam, 7:00 pm, 
Charley’s Guitar Shop, 2720 Royal Lane, www.charleysgui-
tar.com, 
972-243-4187
Dickinson -  Every Friday, 7-9 pm, Dickinson BBQ and 
Steakhouse, 2111 FM 517 East, 77539, Info: http://www.
bayareabluegrass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
Fayetteville 
2nd weekend, April - November, starts at 6:00 pm, Court-
house Square, info: www.texaspickinpark.com, 
Tom Duplissey at 512-415-3177
Field Creek 
1st Sat, Field Creek Music, 6:00 pm, Field Creek is between 
Llano and Brady on Hwy 71. Info: Bill Tuckness 325-247-
3223
Florence 
Every Friday, Art’s Opry Bluegrass Jam & Show, 5:30 pm, 
Art’s Ribs & BBQ, 212 E. Main St., Beginner’s jam at 5 PM, 
sigi@sigi.us, 512-869-8076
Every Sunday, Bluegrass Jam, 1:30-4 pm, Art’s Ribs & BBQ, 
212 E. Main St., sigi@sigi.us, 512-869-8076

mailto:sigi%40sigi.us?subject=
mailto:sigi%40sigi.us?subject=
http://www.oakdalepark.com/
http://www.glenrosebluegrass.com/index.html
http://bayareabluegrass.org/
http://bluegrassinthehillcountry.org/
http://thebaduhouse.com/
mailto:info%40BluegrassInTheHillCountry.org?subject=
mailto:info%40BluegrassInTheHillCountry.org?subject=
mailto:mld%40consolidated.net?subject=
http://www.pearlbluegrass.smugmug.com/
http://www.pearlbluegrass.com
http://www.pearlbluegrass.com
http://www.dannyraysmusic.com
http://www.schulenburgrvpark.com
mailto:Camp%40SchulenburgRVPark.com?subject=
mailto:ctba%40centralbluegrass.org?subject=
mailto:lindseytg%40aol.com?subject=
www.springcreekbluegrass.com
http://www.meetup.com/bluegrass-142
http://www.bayareabluegrass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
http://www.bayareabluegrass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
http://www.bayareabluegrass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
http://www.bayareabluegrass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
http://www.texaspickinpark.com
mailto:sigi%40sigi.us?subject=
mailto:sigi%40sigi.us?subject=


Central Texas Bluegrass Association 15

Randall’s Good Neighbor Program
The process to get this started is a bit of a pain, but it makes donating to CTBA, your local schools, 
or your favorite non-profit organizations very, very easy. Just go to the link below, print the form 
and fill it out, enter CTBA’s code 9735, and take to your local Randall’s store:
http://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_austin.pdf.
You can also request the form from your local store.

Kids or Grandkids Home for the Summer?
Are they bored? Listless? Inactive? Whiney?

Cure their summertime blues with the all new
CTBA Color-Me Bluegrass.

Simply print this page, throw some crayons* at them, 
then enjoy hours of quiet, family-friendly entertainment.

*crayons not included

http://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_austin.pdf
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Central Texas Bluegrass Association Bluegrass 
Newsletter is published by the Central Texas 
Bluegrass Association, a 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt 
Texas Non-profit Corporation. Contributions are 
deductible as charitable and educational dona-
tions. Work published in this newsletter is used 
by permission of the writers, artists, and pho-
tographers who retain all copyrights. Bob Vestal, 
Editor

Board Members:
Stacy Holt, President
Jamie Stubblefield, Vice President
Tracie Upham, Secretary
Duane Calvin, Treasurer
Rob Lifford, Chuck Middleton, Alice Moore, 
Adam Roberts, Jacob Roberts, Bob Vestal
Jeff White (Website)

THE CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION IS 
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHOSE MISSION 
IS TO PROMOTE BLUEGRASS MUSIC IN CENTRAL 
TEXAS.
Our members range from listeners and lovers of 
bluegrass music to world-class professional musi-
cians who all have the same desire: to promote the 
music.
CTBA provides a link between clubs, restaurants, 
and other venues and Central Texas Bluegrass musi-
cians.
CTBA sponsors jams, workshops, provides schol-
arships to needy musicians, donates to other 
non-profit organizations, supports radio stations 
that promote bluegrass music & musicians, and 
provides festival venues for our readers and fans of 
bluegrass music to enjoy.  
KEEP ON PICKIN’.

Take $5.00 off the advertising rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month. Publication 
is on or about the 1st day of the each month. Send electronic notices to: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org. Send payment to: 
 

Central Texas Bluegrass Association 
Attention: Editor
P. O. BOX 9816 
Austin, TX 78766

Advertisers assume liability for all content of advertisements and from 
any claims arising there from. We reserve the right to reject advertising 
for reasons of space availability or publication standards.

If you would like CTBA to review CDs or would like us to include pro-
mo material for artists performing in Texas, please send to our e-mail at 
ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snail mail to the PO Box listed above.

Please Join CTBA:    http://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html

Ad Size   Price
FULL PAGE  $30.00
1/2 PAGE  $15.00
1/4 PAGE  $12.50
1/8 PAGE  $10.00

Membership and Advertising Rates
CTBA’s Volume 2, 
$10.00, 
(includes ship-
ping to any-
anywhere in the 
United States).

The printed newsletter costs CTBA about $26/year per mailed sub-
scription. If you can, please select E-mail Newsletter.

Membership Rates: with E-mail Newsletter with Paper Newsletter
 Individual  $25.00    $30.00 
 Band   $35.00    $40.00 
 Student   $15.00   $20.00 
 Family   $35.00   $40.00 
 Business   $50.00   $55.00 
 Lifetime   $300.00   $300.00

CTBA has 100% pre-shrunk cotton, high-quality t-shirts with CTBA’s logo on the front, available in Black, 
White, and Burnt Orange, S, M, L, XL, and XXL for only $15.00. The Mona Lisa and Earl Scruggs t-shirts are 
$20.00.
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