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The Parkbench
by Bob Vestal

Bluegrass will survive and thrive only if talented young musicians carry it forward into the future. The Central
Texas Bluegrass Association established the Willa Beach-Porter CTBA Scholarship Fund, with income
used to pay for scholarship awards to students who have demonstrated a serious interest and performance
talent in bluegrass music, and who show a need for financial assistance to support their musical studies.
This scholarship is named after Willa Beach-Porter, a long-time supporter of bluegrass music and of the Central Texas Bluegrass Association. Willa was a wonderful fiddler and a great person. She will be missed by all who
were lucky enough to know her.
CTBA gratefully acknowledges very generous contributions from Renfroe Ross Beach, Willa’s Dad, and from
other members of Willa’s family in support of this scholarship. Your donations help us continue this great
program.
The amount of the scholarship is set by the directors of the Central Texas Bluegrass Association and is to assist the recipient in covering the tuition and room and board at any bluegrass camp that he or she may want
to attend.
The time to award this year’s scholarship is fast approaching. So, if you or someone you know wants to apply
for the annual scholarship, download an application for the scholarship, complete the information on the form,
and either scan it and e-mail it to us at ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snailmail it to PO Box 9816, Austin,
TX 78766. Please note that you must be a Texas resident in order to qualify and we must receive your application by May 15. Good luck!
And, speaking of donations, CTBA has recently registered to participate in the AmazonSmile Foundation
program. AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection
of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when you
shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charitable organization you select, e.g., CTBA.
This program is similar to the Randall’s Good Neighbor Program in that, once you select a charity, Amazon
donates 0.5% of what you purchase to that charity.
It’s easy to get started.
Just go to smile.amazon.com (instead of amazon.com). The system asks you to select a charity. In the Or pick
your own charitable organization textbox, type central texas bluegrass and click on Search.
The system then displays the Central Texas Bluegrass Association name. Just click on Select.
Amazon then displays a confirmation message to let you know that your charity selection was successful. So,
from now on, you simply go to smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com for all your online shopping and
know that part of your purchases price will help support CTBA programs, like our scholarship.
Finally, it’s slowly getting warmer and that means more and more opportunities for you to hear some outstanding bluegrass music around Central Texas and in other places around the country. Enjoy your summer vacation, soak up as much good music as you can, and let us know what a good time you had. Until next month,
happy listening and keep on pickin’! - Bob Vestal, Editor
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Meet the Artists - Better Late Than Never
Not everyone playing in a bluegrass band around Central Texas is what we would refer to as a
professional; that is, making their primary living income from music. Some, like these folks play for the
same reasons you do: love of music, fellowship, performing, and just plain for the fun of it. Such is the
case for this month’s profile artists, Better Late Than Never. Let’s start off by meeting the band
members.
Duane Calvin – guitar, banjo, lead vocals
Alice Moore – mandolin, vocals
Jon Schubkegel – vocals, keyboard bass
Donna Schubkegel – vocals and maybe autoharp
Mike Hurlbut – guitar, lead vocals
Nan Hurlbut – fiddle
Where are you from originally and how long have you been in Austin (or wherever you live)?
Duane: I was born and partly brung up in Cincinnati, OH. I’ve been in Austin since 1989 – moved
with IBM.
Alice: Born in Temple but home was Austin. I’ve lived here 68 years
Jon: I’m originally from Austin: born and
never left.
Donna: Originally from northwest Iowa
(Sheldon). I moved to Austin in 1980 then
Round Rock in 1985.
Mike: I grew up in southeast Texas in the
rural community of Tarkington Prairie. I
graduated from high school there in ‘76 and
moved to Austin in 1982. I’ve been here
around Austin for 31 years. Like most folks,
I’ve seen lots of changes in Austin.
Nan: I am originally from South Dakota
(the WARM Dakota), where anything can
happen but never does. I moved to the
Dallas area in the mid-80s and then moved Better Late Than Never - Lenny Nichols, Nan & Mike Hurlbut, Alice Moore, Donna & Jon
to the Austin area seven years ago.
Schubkegel, and Duane Calvin.
How long have you been playing?
Duane: I’ve played guitar (classical to rock) for 50 years, and banjo for about 10 years. Started bluegrass banjo in the 70s while in the USAF in Japan. Gave it up when I got home in NY state where,
at that time, there was no bluegrass going on.
Alice: I’ve played a variety of instruments since elementary school....piano, violin, guitar, and finally
picked up mandolin in 2005.
Jon: Forever, since I was six years old!
Donna:Vocals only and yet they let me be a part of the band.
Mike: I didn’t start playing until I was 40. I had an old hand-me-down guitar that someone had given
to me. They showed me how to make a G, C, and D chord and told me “now you know how to
play 100 songs”. I strummed along with the radio for a few years but didn’t make too much progress until I started playing with other people. What a difference that made.
Nan: Eight years.
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Has it always been bluegrass for you?
Duane: I had an early love for bluegrass, listening as a kid to the radio stations in Cincinnati – lots
of old-timey and bluegrass back in the 50s. That resurfaced during the folk scare of the 60s, especially after hearing Flatt & Scruggs on the TV show, Beverly Hillbillies. LOVED that banjo pickin’!
Then lost interest for a number of years, and now I’m back.
Alice: Piano & violin were very classical, but mando has been strictly bluegrass.
Jon: NO.
Donna: I’ve sung in church choirs too but bluegrass is the only band I’ve been a part of.
Mike: My musical background was mainly country music. Bluegrass wasn’t too well known where I
grew up. Other than Flatt & Scruggs on the Beverly Hillbillies, the folks on Hee Haw, or the Dillards on the Andy Griffith Show, I didn’t know much about, or hear very much bluegrass music.
Also, the first group of folks that I started playing with were mostly country music fans and musicians. So, I’d have to say my roots are planted in country dirt. That original group I played with
eventually drifted apart for various reasons and I wanted to continue playing, so I looked around
and stumbled upon the Saturday Beginner/Intermediate Bluegrass Jam at the old Artz Rib House
in south Austin. In many ways, my life changed from that day forward.
Nan: I started playing fiddle after wandering in to a friend’s antique store in northeast Texas eight
years ago. There was a fiddle on the counter, and I asked if I could drag the bow across it. He
grinned and handed the bow to me. Funny thing is, I didn’t even pick it up! I just dragged the bow
across the strings while it sat on that glass counter top, but the sound lit my imagination. I had to
have it. I started by learning fiddle tunes, eventually taking lessons for a year from Roberta Rast in
Dallas. When I got the urge to play with other people I went to HCamp with the hope of learning
what to do in a jam session so that I wouldn’t embarrass myself any more than absolutely necessary. That was where I met Jacque Austin who invited me to the bluegrass slow jam. And that
bluegrass jam is where I met the kind gent who would be my husband a few years down the road.
And that’s how I got into bluegrass.
What is your personal practice regiment like? What do you do to stay in shape musically/artistically?
Duane: I need to get better at personal practice. The band practices weekly for a little over an
hour.
Alice: Wish I could say I practice each and every day, scales, technique, songs, etc. But, that’s not the
case, and I often feel guilty that I’m not more disciplined. Most often I am working on songs in the
set list the band will be playing. If I fall in love with a song and want to learn it, I will play it over
and over.....which drives my husband crazy.
Jon: Rehearse weekly with the band.
Donna: Weekly rehearsal, singing and voice therapy, play piano.
Nan: My playing seems to improve whenever I learn a new tune. I get obsessed with new tunes
and play them over and over. I usually learn by listening, but if it’s too complex I try to write my
own tab. By the time I have the tab figured out I throw it away because I don’t need it anymore.
Dots (standard notation) are helpful but it’s harder for me to memorize that way so I try to learn
by listening or writing my own tab first.Vision issues make following sheet music quite difficult – I
get lost on the page, but perhaps that little problem is actually an asset in the long run.
What do you like most about playing with other folks and with the band?
Duane: I enjoy the interplay, the mixture of voices, sounds, opinions, directions – it’s a lot of fun.
Alice: The fun, fellowship, and laughter. The band is like family. We not only practice and perform
together, but we take a few minutes after practice each week to share what’s going on in our lives
and pray for each other.
Jon: I treasure the friendship we share, the fun.
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Donna: Fun, fellowship.
Nan: Playing with others has taught me not to take my playing mistakes so seriously because we
all make them. Sometimes they even make for a good laugh in the middle of practice.
Another thing I appreciate is that because we are a Bluegrass Gospel band we share a common
faith. We are all so different from each other, but the Lord has brought us together in this little
band and there’s just something really special about that.
How and when did the group get started?
Duane: Ron Moulton, the music pastor at Grace Covenant Church wanted to put together a bluegrass gospel group. They had no guitar player, so they asked me to join. I did, reluctantly. I’d played
bluegrass guitar in the USAF, but not for 30 years or so. Trying to help Ron improve his banjo
playing led me to buy a banjo and try it again myself. That led me to Eddie Collins to take lessons.
Due to changes in church music, we only performed once at Grace and then went out on our
own to keep the band going since we were all having a lot of fun with the music. We have only had
a few personnel changes, and 4 ½ of the originals are still with the band! (Lenny Nichols, our bass
player still plays with us now and again.)
Alice: The very beginning was probably in 2005 at Grace Covenant Church. The choir director at
the time played banjo and wanted to put a little group together. A couple of years after that there
were some changes and we became Better Late Than Never and really got into the world of bluegrass in and around Austin.
Mike: I was asked to play guitar and sing with the band back in 2010 after a few of the original
members left the group. I knew Duane and Alice from the Saturday jam and we had played together a lot at a music camp in Kerrville back in 2009. I have really enjoyed the opportunity to get
to play with the band and it has helped me to pick up my playing a few notches just from practicing more and from playing around musicians who are better players than I am. I think a player can
learn a lot just by playing with others and paying close attention to some of the things that they
do. I would tell anyone who has just begun to play an instrument that it is extremely important
to find a group of people to jam with occasionally. Lessons are important but playing with other
people, and regular practice, will improve your playing skills immensely.
When did you get involved with CTBA and why?
Duane: I became a member early on after starting our band because I like to support hobbies or
activities that I’m involved with. I joined but didn’t take an active role (other than attending jams,
festivals, celebrations, etc.) until I was asked to join the board of directors for the 2012 year. I’ve
been a lot more involved since then as the treasurer for the association.
Alice: People kept encouraging me to go to the CTBA Saturday jam. I finally got up the courage to
give it a try, met lots of really nice bluegrassers, and loved the pickin’ and grinnin’. After that, it was
easy to get more involved in other CTBA events like the band scramble and garage sale.
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How important do you think it is to attend one or more of the jams around Central Texas?
Duane: It’s a great way to support bluegrass music and help your fellow aspiring musicians to
improve their playing. Not to mention hours of backup practice! Believe it or not, many folks learn
to play lead on an instrument but rarely learn how to play backup, which will, most likely, be 75%
or so of their play time in a band!
Alice: I think the most important benefit of going to jams is the encouragement you receive from
all of the other musicians. Everyone there has been a beginner at one time, so there is a lot of
support for every musician regardless of skill level. It is also a great way to learn many of the more
traditional bluegrass songs while improving your playing skills. And, you will have a whole room full
of new friends.
Mike: It is very important to play with other musicians and the jams are some of the best places.
There is a huge difference between playing your instrument at home alone in the closet and stepping out and playing with others. For a beginner, it is intimidating at first trying to keep up, but it’s
the only way to move forward. Some of my best friends are musicians that I met at jams. I met my
very best friend, my wife Nanette, at a bluegrass jam.
What advice would you give to anyone wanting to start learning how to play an instrument?
Duane: If you can afford it, RUN,
don’t walk, to one of our outstanding teachers here in Central
Texas. I taught myself for years and
then suffered the consequences
when I would get stuck because
I was doing things that were detracting from the ability to do
better. Wish I had taken lessons
sooner. Also, join with others to
play – jams, start a band, etc. This
is the crucible where you will find Most of Better Late Than Never with Eddie Collins at the New World Deli open mic in April
the greatest improvement in your photo by bob vestal
playing.
Alice: Go for it!! Find a good instructor and take lessons!! Get advice on purchasing an instrument.You don’t need the most expensive instrument out there but the cheapest one is probably
not a good pick, either. If it is difficult to play on and sounds lousy, you may get discouraged. And most importantly - establish a good practice routine early on and stick with it.
What advice would you give to anyone wanting to start a bluegrass band or perform in public?
Duane: Start small. We started by playing for free for nursing homes and retirement centers. Most
of them have low to zero budgets for entertainment, so they welcome folks coming in to play.
The residents always enjoy our playing and singing, especially if we do some of the old hymns that
make up so much of bluegrass gospel. But, it also lets you work out the anxiety of playing in front
of others. This stretched us and helped a lot.
Mike: If you feel the urge to form a band and play for others, then go for it.You will be nervous at
first but it gets easier. Just the fact that you will be performing in front of other people will cause
you to practice harder and there is a lot of satisfaction when your band does a good job and you
see all the people smiling.
Alice: Don’t expect to get rich.......To quote Eddie Collins, “You can expect to make tens of dollars.”
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Llano Blue Bell Festival & Classic Car Show
by Susan Cox

Wave your flag this Memorial Day weekend at Llano’s Fourth Annual Blue Bell Bluegrass Festival and
Classic Car Show, May 23-25!
Three days of celebration kick off Friday, May 23rd at 5:30 p.m. with “A Taste of Llano”, where you can experience the fare from restaurants around town. At the same time, listen to Bluegrass musicians from the
central Texas area in an open jam session at the American Legion Hall.
Bluegrass musicians hit the stage Saturday morning for a full day of music from top-shelf pickers. Relax and
eat free Blue Bell Ice Cream in the shade of huge oak trees on the courthouse lawn as you listen to the music. The music lineup gets underway early Saturday:
If music’s not your thing, you can stroll around the square sampling food, checking out the many vendors, or
looking at the nostalgic classic cars lining the square. At 5:30 p.m., there will be a “Classic Car Cruise” beginning at the Courthouse and ending at the Badu House, 601 Bessemer, where the bluegrass music goes on
into the night!
On Sunday morning, golfers get a 9:00 am Shotgun Start with a four-man scramble flighted tournament at the
Llano River Golf Club. Space is limited, so call 325-247-5100 to register early. Registration begins at 9:00 am
for the Car Club Competition, with judging of cars at 11 am. First place will be awarded during the afternoon
as bluegrass music continues until 4 p.m. on the square! See www.llanomainstreet.com/events.html.
Sat., May 24
10:00 To Be Announced
11:15 The Showmen Bluegrass Band
12:30 Wires and Wood
1:45 The Sieker Band
3:15 The Bright Munde Quartet, featuring Alan Munde
4:45 The Bottom Dollar String Band
Sun., May 25
9:00 Blue Creek Bluegrass Band
10:00 The Piney Grove Ramblers
11:15 The Showmen Bluegrass Band
12:30 George Ensle
1:45 Danny Santos y Los Bluegrass Vatos
3:00 The Stray Bullets
If music’s not your thing, you can stroll around the square sampling food, checking out the many vendors, or
looking at the nostalgic classic cars lining the square. At 5:30 p.m. there will be a “Classic Car Cruise” beginning at the Courthouse and ending at the Badu House, 601 Bessemer, where the bluegrass music goes on
into the night!

Proud to Support CTBA!

Megan Pumphrey
P. O. Box 319
Leander, TX 78646
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In Memorium
It’s been a sad month for those associated with music here in Central Texas. We lost a good man who had
a powerful influence on the music we love.
Ray Cargo, was born June 10, 1953, in Augusta, Georgia. He passed away
April 8, 2014, in Austin. Ray moved to Austin in 1985 from Amarillo. All of
his working career, Ray worked as a CADD Engineer in Product Design,
Manufacturing, Sales and Marketing. Ray enjoyed his working career but
without a doubt his first love was always his love of music and performing.
More than anything he loved his friends who he jammed with at festivals
and Hill’s Cafe.
Ray led Air Cargo Music playing his electric stand-up bass along with bandmates Randy Collier and Kevin Willette to produce a program, as stated
on their website, of “both originals and covers, with unparalleled soul and
distinction”.
Ray married Carla Shaw on December 31, 2001, in Las Vegas, Nevada and
they lived in Cedar Park. Ray has three children and two grand-children.
Daughter Anna Gail Robinson and husband Eric and grand-son Mason live in Amarillo. Son Arron Cargo
and wife Janelle and grand-daughter Bella live in Austin. Son Adam Cargo lives in Ruiodosa.
Ray also has a younger sister, Sheree Johnson and her husband Carl Johnson, who live in Austin.
Ray had many friends, admirers, and fans from all over. Here are some comments we received upon learning of Ray’s passing:
Ray was one of the nicest guys I knew - always brought a smile to my face when I saw him. He came to our house for
one of our picking parties. I didn’t know him too well, but he stayed all night and we had a great time out on the back
patio late night telling jokes and playing music. He was a singing bass player and he sang good songs, different songs
than everyone else. Only thing I didn’t like about him was when his band was ranked higher than mine on Reverb Nation! - Geoff Union
Ray always brought a bright, cheery disposition to every jam and gig. He’ll always be remembered for bringing in those
interesting “outside” tunes that everyone liked and learned after they heard Ray do them. - Eddie Collins
When you’re learning to play bluegrass, there’ll be jams where you have a lot of fun but you don’t actually learn all that
much and there’ll be jams that are kind of a painful experience but you wind up learning a lot. It was always a safe bet,
though, that when you had a chance to jam with Ray Cargo, you’d have a really terrific time and you’d learn a whole lot
about being a better singer and musician. He was one of a kind.We love you, Ray! - Rob Lifford
I met Ray at one of the early open mic’s at the New World Deli. Unlike many folks one meets, Ray seemed interested
in me and my playing, and we chatted a bit. Every time after this that I bumped into him at one place or another, he
called me by name and, if he had time, stopped to check up on what was going on with me. Ray was one of those rare
guys who just makes you happy you know him. I will miss him. - Duane Calvin
Several years ago, after Eddie Collins had started the 2nd Thursday open mike night at New World Deli, Ray was one
of Eddie’s first “guest pickers”. On a Saturday, in Fayetteville, following Ray’s guest appearance with Eddie at the New
World Deli,Tom Duplissey was having an open house at his home in Fayetteville.When Ray arrived at Tom’s house, he
was just like a little kid, bounding up on the back porch and exclaiming “You’re not going to believe this but I played a
gig with Eddie on Thursday and I made $79.” He acted like he had just made a million bucks! - Jerry Rabun
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Saturday July 5
Music:
Chili Cook-off:
Arts and Crafts:
Car Show:
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danny PaiSley & the Southern GraSS
SGt PePPerS lonely BlueGraSS Band | PurPle hullS
nickelville road | Phil FerGuSon & texaS true

Join us on Saturday, July 5 for the Wylie
Jubilee featuring live bluegrass music on
Ballard Avenue in the center of historic
downtown Wylie! This Independence Day
celebration will feature live bluegrass music

from 3:00pm until 10:00pm as well as a car
show, chili cook-off, arts and crafts fair!
And it’s all FREE with no ticket required!

Visit DiscoverWylie.com
This great event is presented by the Wylie Downtown
Merchants Association, the City of Wylie, and the
Bluegrass Heritage Foundation.
Downtown Wylie has great places to jam, so come
join us and pick all afternoon and evening!
The Wylie Best Western Plus is the host hotel for this
event. Call 972-429-1771 discounted room rates.

Ballard Avenue just North of Highway 78
in Downtown Wylie, Texas 75098

Wylie Texas is located just a few minutes north of Firewheel Mall
on Highway 78 northeast of Garland and south of Lake Lavon.

Proudly Presented by:

Bluegrass Heritage Foundation

BluegrassHeritage.org
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Farmgrass Fest '14 - Followup
Billed as “A beautiful day of bluegrass, food, and fun on a real working farm!”, Farmgrass Fest ’14 did eventually take
place on Sunday, April 6th at Simmons Family Farms, a gorgeous real working farm in Niederwald, TX.
The all star bluegrass line-up was headlined by MilkDrive (milkdrive.com) and included
• The Lost Pines (www.lostpinesband.com)
• Bottom Dollar String Band (bottomdollarstringband.com)
• Fog & Bone (www.facebook.com/fogandbone)
• Silky Brisket Brothers (guitarandyman.weebly.com/my-music.html)
If you remember that Sunday, it started off early in the morning with heavy rain and a cold
north wind. Not the best conditions for an outdoor music festival.You can imagine how those conditions affect your
ability to play an instrument, much less sit still and listen to someone else.
But, after a reasonably short delay, the sprinkles stopped, the wind died down a little, and the music began.
Talia Bryce, of The Lost Pines, first proposed the idea of Farmgrass Fest ‘14 to farm owner Harry Simmons, who thought of the Growers Alliance of Central Texas (GroACT) and mentioned
that they were interested in starting a Farmers Emergency Medical Fund.
The Growers Alliance of Central Texas is a grassroots farmer organization founded in 2010 by
organic and sustainable farmers in order to provide a more unified and powerful voice in guiding issues that impact growers in Central Texas.
By late afternoon the sun tried to peek through the
clouds every now and then but never really made it out.
And, for the most part, no one seemed to mind. There
Sue Beckwith & Harry Simmons
was plenty of food from the vendors, the kids got a kick
photo by bob vestal
out of watching the chickens and playing on the huge hay
bales, and the bluegrass kept on coming from the stage.
Talia & the Bottom Dollar String Band
Talia says, “We raised $5385 for the photo by bob vestal
Farmers Emergency Medical Fund and
we had about 300 folks come out!”
You can still find complete information about GroACT on the Farmgrass
Fest ‘14 website at www.farmgrassfest.com.
By the time The Lost Pines and then Milk Drive completed their sets, it was
all-around agreement: Farmgrass Fest ‘14 was a huge success, it raised significant seed money for the medical fund and, most importantly, everyone had a
fantastic time.

Eddie Collins has released his first iBook, Blazing Backup for Bluegrass
Banjo, designed specifically for use on iPads or Macs. Interactive media, such as
video clips, sound bites, pop-up photos for left-hand fingerings, etc., have been
interspersed throughout the work that exemplifies the back-up styles of Earl
Scruggs, Don Reno, and J.D. Crowe.
There is a complete chapter on back-up techniques such as blues backup, upthe-neck backup, backup in ¾ time, etc. The end result is 12 great bluegrass
songs utilizing backup parts all over the neck in numerous keys. You can view a
YouTube movie trailer demonstrating the book’s numerous interactive features
on Eddie’s website: www.eddiecollins.biz.
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Practicing the Correct Way - The Practice Session
by David Jakubiak

Last month we featured an article by David Jakubiak, founder of www.fretmentor.com, based in Jupiter, FL,
where he offers a unique instructional program for the guitar, mandolin, and banjo. Many thanks to David for
allowing us to re-publish his original blog post in two installments.
As David said last month, “To be successful at playing music, one must have patience and be dedicated to
practicing each and every day. A student should practice an hour a day to develop finger strength and follow
their instructor’s advice regarding the instructional materials.”
Now that you have made a resolution to spend your practice time wisely, it’s time to develop good practicing
habits. First, set up a comfortable place to play your instrument. Make a small investment in a decent chair
and a music stand to hold your instrument. It has been my experience that a person who keeps his instrument in a case tucked away in a closet is less likely to practice on a regular basis than the person who has
arranged an environment where the instrument is visible an accessible. Let me emphasize that while your
instrument should be located in a convenient place, ensure that it is also safely stored in a corner safely away
from children and pets.
Now, sit down for a 20- to 30-minute session and concentrate on practicing
warm up exercises, while working both the right and left hand. Play some
scales and work your chord progression. Most importantly, develop and
strengthen your hand that is used to chord the instrument. There are various warm up techniques that I recommend (some of which you will find on
this website or in my instructional CDs).
Next, take a short break and when you return play a second and maybe a
third session throughout the day and night. This time, focus on playing a new
song, working one measure at a time. Make sure that you start with rhythm
and back-up and then proceed with the lead melody line.
Finally, make a small purchase and buy a small metronome. A metronome is
an invaluable device that will assist a student in learning to play an appropriate rhythm and improve one’s timing. It produces a designated sound and a
blinking light to establish a steady tempo, measured in beats per minute (bpm)
for playing songs and practicing proper rhythm technique such as rolls or
strums.
In my lesson plans, you will find various tips
on how to practice the correct way. In addition, I advise that you use a practice schedule to record and monitor your
time. At the end of the week, you will be able to review how you spent your
time throughout each day. I cannot over emphasize the importance of practicing each and every day, even if its only for 15 minutes. Consistent practice will
yield reward down the road that you will never regret.

			Brenton Lewis

			City Manager

Instruction for Banjo,
Guitar, and Mandolin
Private Lessons in North and South Austin

Office: 325-247-4158, x206
Fax: 325-247-4150
blewis@cityofllano.com

Eddie Collins
www.eddiecollins.biz
512-873-7803
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CTBA Bluegrass Bands
The 145s
David Diers 512-814-5145
www.the145smusic.com
Air Cargo
info@aircargomusic.com
Alan Munde Gazette
Bill Honker 214-693-1620
bhonker@gmail.com
Allen Hurt & The Mountain
Showmen
Allen Hurt (Sherman, TX)
www.allenhurt.com

Chasing Blue
512-963-7515
suzoleson@aol.com
chasingblueband.com
Christy & the Plowboys
Dan Foster 512-452-6071
dan@fostersplace.com
David & Barbara Brown
361-985-9902 (Corpus Christi)
ddbrown@grandecom.net
David Diers Band
david.diers@gmail.com

Bee Creek Boys
Jim Umbarger
512-922-5786
info@beecreekboys.com

Dueling Hearts
Wil Wilson 254-214-5473
duelinghearts@att.net
www.dueling-hearts.com

Better Late Than Never
Duane Calvin
512-835-0342
BLTNbluegrass@gmail.com

Eddie Collins
512-873-7803
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@austin.rr.com

Blacktop Bend
George Rios 512-619-8536
blacktopbend@yahoo.com

Four Fights Per Pint
Jay Littleton 512-848-1634
bluegrassman@usa.com

Blazing Bows
Cara Cooke 512-280-9104
caracooke@gmail.com

Grazmatics
Wayne Ross 512-330-2188
lwayneross@gmail.com

Bluebonnet Pickers
Brooks Blake 830-798-1087
ranchdoc@zeecon.com

Hard To Make A Living
john.hood.tx@sbcglobal.net

Blue Creek Bluegrass Gospel
Bing Rice 830-253-7708
bluecreekbg.com
bluecreekbing@cs.com
Blue Creek String Band
Thomas Chapmond 512-791-3411
tchapmond@gmail.com
Blue Skyz Band
Mike Lester 210-913-9597
www.blueskyzband.com
Bottom Dollar String Band
John Ohlinger 512-431-5150
bottomdollarstringband@gmail.
com
Buffalo Grass
Don Inbody 512-923-0704
don@inbody.net
buffalograssmusic.com

James Reams & The Barnstormers
718-374-1086
james@jamesreams.com
www.jamesreams.com
Joe Sundell & the Show & Tellers
Rebecca Patek 262-617-4152
rebeccapatek@gmail.com
www.joesundell.com
Karen Abrahams Band
512-484-0751
karen@karenabrahams.com
www.karenabrahams.com

Manchaca All-Stars
Buck Buchanan 512-282-2756
manchacaallstars@ email.com
Missing Tradition
Diana & Dan Ost
512-850-4362
missingtradition@gmail.com
Out of the Blue
Jamie Stubblefield
512-923-4288
jamie5011@aol.com
Piney Grove Ramblers
Wayne Brooks
512-699-8282
www.pgramblers.com
Ragged Union
Geoff Union 512-563-9821
geoffu@geoffunion.com
Randy’s Rangers
Sigi Field 512-869-8076
www.jrfnet.net/rr
sigi@sigi.us
Robertson County Line
Jeff Robertson 512-629-5742
jaydubya7@yahoo.com
Rod Moag Band & Texas Grass
Rod Moag 512-467-6825
rodmoag@texas.net
Sabine Bluegrass
Gerald Block
editor@sabinebluegrass.com

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Bluegrass
Band, Dave Walser, davewalser.
com, dave@davewalser.com
String Beans
Mike Montgomery
mikemon@astro.as.utexas.edu
The Austin Steamers
Joe Sundell 501-416-4640
www.theaustinsteamers.com

Los Bluegrass Vatos
Danny Santos
danny_santos@hotmail.com

The Ledbetters
Spencer Drake 830-660-2533
kthdrake@wildblue.net
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The Pickin’ Ranch Ramblers
Ritchie Mintz
ritchie@ritchiemintz.com
The Prime Time Ramblers
Jacob Roberts jrobertsrr@gmail.
com
The Showmen Bluegrass Band
Ben Buchanan
bbuchanan6@austin.rr.com
The Sieker Band
Rolf & Beate Sieker 512-733-2857
www.siekerband.com
thesiekers@aol.com
The Stray Bullets
Bob Cartwright 512-415-8080
bob.cartwright@sbcglobal.net
www.facebook.com/thestraybullets
www.reverbnation.com/thestraybullets
The Wimberley Bunch
Marilyn Lumia 512-557-2112
Third Rail
Susannah Armstrong
936-870-7819
thirdrailbluegrass@gmail.com
Upham Family Band
Tracie Upham
uphambluegrass@gmail.com

Shawn Spiars
512-627-3921 sspiars@gmail.com
White Dove
www.banjohangout.org/my/
Angie Beaubouef
sspiars
glen_angieb@yahoo.com

Lone Star Swing
Gary Hartman 979-378-2753
gh08@txstate.edu

Carper Family Band
Jenn Miori
carperfamilyband@gmail.com

The Lost Pines
Talia Bryce 512-814-5134
thelostpines@gmail.com
www.lostpinesband.com

Wires and Wood
David Dyer 210-680-1889
wiresandwood.net
daviddyer@satx.rr.com
Woodstreet Bloodhounds
Robert Becker (Oak Park, IL)
708-714-7206
robertbecker1755@sbcglobal.net
Yellowgrass
Brett Morgan 512-745-0671
morganpiper@yahoo.com

Tuning and Intonation - Part 2
by Dave Trexler

Last time we began a discussion of tuning and intonation and defined equal temperament. To review:
A well-intonated instrument plays “in tune with itself.” Equal temperament is usually the underlying
system that “in tune with itself” is based on. This allows any song to sound pleasing in any key. Understanding this underlying system, and its limitations, helps us to accurately evaluate your instrument
and set it up to play and sound its best. Now, we’ll look at some other considerations that affect intonation. Bear with me, because there’s good news at the end…
Intonation involves the vibrating length of an open string as it relates to fretted vibrating lengths.
Anything that affects these vibrating lengths affects intonation. Structural and age-related issues, like a
loose bridge or neck joint, must be addressed first. And, even the finest instruments can have imperfections that affect intonation. Issues with saddle placement are fairly common. One highly-respected
guitar builder installed its bridges in slightly the wrong location for about ten years. These instruments
can’t play in tune with themselves without some corrective surgery.
While most modern instruments have accurately placed frets, some hand-crafted ones do have issues
with fret spacing that affect intonation. Worn frets can cause intonation problems, too, because the
extra effort required for clean contact between string and fret often stretches the string. Also, the
string no longer crowns at the middle of the fret, changing the vibrating length, and hence intonation
(this can also cause annoying buzzes).
String tension, neck stability, and gravity also affect intonation.Your instrument
can only be accurately evaluated when tuned to pitch in the playing position.
Try tuning your instrument lying flat and then check it upright. What happens
when you flex the neck with your fretting hand? String gauge, composition,
condition, and occasional manufacturing defects also come into play, as does
the use of altered tunings. Changes in humidity cause wood to expand or contract, affecting intonation.
Playing technique can greatly affect intonation, positively or negatively. If you depress the string just
enough for clean contact with the fret, your note will be more accurate than if you depress the string
harder, mashing it into the wood of the fingerboard and stretching it. An aggressively attacked note
begins sharp, decaying flat. And, bending a string, intentionally or unintentionally, affects intonation.
Players with good ears and good technique can correct intonation as they play by skillfully varying
finger pressure on the string, subtle bending, and vibrato.
Having considered all of this, a setup will dial in the variables of neck relief, nut action, and action up
the neck to complete the process. (We’ll discuss these later.)
Now, here’s the good news I promised. Most instruments need only occasional, minor setup work for
optimal performance. They are designed and built with all these variables in mind and are “compensated” to correct for them. We’ll look at “compensation” in detail next time and how it contributes
to your favorite, properly set up, playable, sweet sounding instrument.
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BLUEGRASS JAMS!!!
NOTICE: Be sure to contact the venue and/or host to ensure the jam/
show is still active. The only info we have about each of these is what
was sent to us. If you find a problem with any venue or need to change
your information, drop us a line at ctba@centralbluegrass.org.

Austin
2nd & 4th Saturday, CTBA Sponsored beginner-intermediate
jam, 3801 Berkman Drive, 78723, 3:00 - 5:00 pm. Steve Mangold, 512-345-6155
3rd Saturday, AFTM Contradance, 7:30 - 11 PM, Info: 3501
Red River, $7, 512-453-8936
1st & 3rd Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, 512345-6155
Every Sunday, Hill’s Cafe, 4700 S. Congress Ave, 2:00 pm
Every Tuesday, Texas Old Time Fiddlers Jam, 8:00-10:00 pm,
Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, 78701. Info: Tom Lindsey,
lindseytg@aol.com or 512-301-3856
2nd & 4th Monday, Waterloo Ice House, 8600 Burnet Road,
7:00-9:30 pm. Jerry 512-834-1070
Bandera
4th Friday, 6:30 pm, Silver Sage Corral, east of Bandera. Info:
830-796-4969 (No jam on Good Friday)
Bellville
4th Saturday, Jam & Show (Spring Creek Club Sponsored),
Jan-Sep, Jam @ 4:00 pm, Show @ 6:30, Coushatte RV Ranch,
979-865-5250, bluegrass221@peoplepc.com,
www.springcreekbluegrass.com
Carrollton
Jam info at: www.meetup.com/bluegrass-142
Clear Lake - First Tuesday, 7-9 at Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA
Pkwy, Houston, 77058, Info: http://www.bayareabluegrass.
org/Jam_Stacks.html
Corpus Christi
2nd Sunday, 2:00 pm, Heritage Park, Corpus Christi, South
Texas Bluegrass Association, Info: Bill Davis 361-387-4552
Dallas
1st Tue., Bluegrass Heritage Foundation jam, 7:00 pm, Charley’s Guitar Shop, 2720 Royal Lane, www.charleysguitar.com,
972-243-4187
Dickinson - Every Friday, 7-9 pm, Dickinson BBQ and Steakhouse, 2111 FM 517 East, 77539, Info: http://www.bayareabluegrass.org/Jam_Stacks.html
Fayetteville
2nd weekend, April - November, starts at 6:00 pm, Courthouse Square, info: www.texaspickinpark.com,
Tom Duplissey at 512-415-3177
Field Creek
1st Sat, Field Creek Music, 6:00 pm, Field Creek is between
Llano and Brady on Hwy 71. Info: Bill Tuckness 325-247-3223
Garland
Bluegrass on the Square between Main & State Streets at 6th
from 7:30 - 1:00 AM. Contact: Jim Miller 972-276-3197
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Georgetown
Every Thursday at Dickey’s BBQ Pit, 723 W. University Ave,
78626, 5:30 to 7:30 pm, 512-869-8076 or sigi@sigi.us.
Glen Rose
3rd Sat., Oakdale Park, Paluxy River Bluegrass Assn. Jam @
2:00 pm, free stage show @ 6:00 pm, Friday niight camping
encouraged, John Scott 817-525-0558
Harwood
3rd Sat., 2-9 pm, Jam & Stage Show, 9 mi. E. of Luling, Hwy
90, Info: Tony Conyers 512-601-1510 or 512-940-3731
Hondo
1st Friday, Hondo Hootenanny, starts at 11 am, Hondo Community Center, 1014 18th st, Hondo, TX Info 830-426-2831
League City
3rd Sat., (Jan-Nov) Jam 4:30pm (BABA Sponsored) Show at
7:00 pm, Info: Rick Kirkland 281-488-2244,
www.bayareabluegrass.org
Liberty Hill
4th Sat., Jam, 1-6 pm, Hwy 29 West, Info: Paula at
512-778-5410
Llano
4th Sat. (Jan. - Oct.), Bluegrass in the Hill Country Jam, 5:3010:30 pm, at The Badu House, Info: info@BluegrassInTheHillCountry.org
2nd & 4th Thursday, beginner/intermediate, 7:00 pm, First
Presbyterian Church, Info: Jeff White 325-248-4114
1st Sat., Field Creek Fiddle Jam, 6-9 pm, Field Creek is between Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness
325-247-3223
3rd Sat., Pontotoc Fiddle Jam, 6-9 PM, Pontotoc is between
Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness
325-247-3223
Medina
2nd Tue., All Gospel Jam 6: pm, First Baptist Church, Info:
Linda Barton 830-589-2486
Montgomery
1st Sat., Jam, 10 am-2 pm, downtown historical District,
Discount coupons at local KOA, Info: Mike Davis
mld@consolidated.net
Pearl
1st Sat, Pearl Bluegrass Jam & Show, 10 am, Pearl Community Center, FM 183 (not US 183) 7 mi South of Purmela, RV
hookups available, Info: Ronald Medart 254-865-6013,
www.pearlbluegrass.com
Round rock
3rd Sat., 2-5 pm, Danny Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail,
www.dannyraysmusic.com, 512-671-8663
San Antonio - Mondays, The Barbecue Station, 1610 N.E.
Loop 410, Harry Wurzbach exit, 6:30pm, 210-824-9191
Shulenburg
1st & 3rd Tue., RV Park Clubhouse, 6:30-9:00 pm, Contact:
Loretta Baumgarten 979-743-4388 or
Camp@SchulenburgRVPark.com
Utopia
3rd Friday, Jam, 7:00 pm, Senior Citizens Center, Info: Skip
Doerr 830-966-6362

A u g u s t 7 - 9 , 2 0 1 4 • A r l i n g t o n Te x a s

A three day camp for Banjo, Mandolin, Guitar, Fiddle,
Songwriting/Vocal, Dobro, Bass, & Fingerstyle Guitar

Bluegrass Banjo
Alison Brown
Bill Evans
Gerald Jones
Alan Tompkins
Flatpick Guitar
Brad Davis
Dix Bruce
Clay Powers

Mandolin
Dix Bruce
Nate Lee
Gerald Jones
Fiddle
Texas Shorty
Dale Morris Jr
Dale Morris Sr
Nate Lee

Small class sizes with hands-on instruction and an
emphasis on family friendly fun is what you can
expect at Acoustic Music Camp 2014 Come join
us this August in Dallas/Fort
Worth area and learn to
make better music in
a friendly, supportive

Fingerstyle Guitar
David Hamburger
Sam Swank
Dobro
TBA
Clawhammer Banjo
D. Lee Thomas
Vocals/Harmony
Dave Walser

environment. Only 15 minutes away from DFW
Airport and conveniently near major malls, Six
Flags Over Texas, and water parks. We chose our
talented lineup of instructors because they are
great pickers, great teachers and great people.
Space is Limited So Register Today

AcousticMusicCamp.com
call or email Gerald Jones:

214-236-0783

info@AcousticMusicCamp.com
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Burnt Ends

Not the main meal but just some tasty bits
The official CTBA-sponsored, Sunday afternoon, all-comers bluegrass jam takes
place at Hill’s Cafe, 4700 S. Congress Ave, starting at 2:00 p.m. Hill’s is a great
place for a meal or snack for the entire family in an iconic Austin setting. It’s an “allcome” jam so, no matter what your skill level, you’re welcome to come play or just
hang out.
The bluegrass open mic at the New World Deli continues in May. The event has been held
on the second Thursday of each month for the past four and a half years so, put Thursday, May
8th, on your calendar. Come have a sandwich, pick a tune, or just enjoy the diversity of talent
that always shows up. We get started around 6:30 p.m.
The Railroad Bar-B-Que Family has decided to close its Manchaca and Kyle locations, effective Monday, April 21, 2014. Their last day open for business was Easter
Sunday. Dan says “[You] can still get our great BBQ at our Dripping Springs location and our catering operation is still alive and well and open for business. The last
bluegrass jam at the Railroad BBQ was held Thursday night, April 17th.
On Saturday May 17th, the Bay Area Bluegrass Association monthly show will be filled with hours of lively
music and great entertainment. First up on the stage will be the award winning Pine Island
Station, a Houston-area bluegrass band that delivers energetic, heartfelt music from a wide
variety of sources. Next up will be a regular to our stage, our friends the Sabine River Bend
Band. And finally, we’ll cap off the evening with the Sowell Family Pickers, who hope to bless
your heart and feed your soul. For you pickers out there bring your instruments and join the fun
in one of the many jams going on. Jam sessions start around 5:00 p.m. and the stage shows kick
off at 7:00 p.m. in the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center located on 300 W. Walker in League City, TX.
Ailing for a few years and under hospice care the last week, Rod Kennedy, founder of the
Kerrville Folk Festival, died peacefully in early April in Kerrville. He was 84. Rod is shown
here in 1996 at Quiet Valley Ranch, home of the annual Kerrville Folk Festival. The festival
began in 1972 and over the years brought in the famous and the unknown among singers and
songwriters. Always sitting near the stage listening was its flamboyant, encouraging musicloving founder. From the beginning, it attracted a diverse audience interested in songwriters
with gravitas, newcomers, or legends. Photo by John Davenport. Text by Hector Saldana.
© 2014 San Antonio Express-News, reprinted with permission. www.mysanantonio.com/default/article/Rod-Kennedy-founder-of-the-Kerrville-Folk-5400506.php
Here is DellaMae on their 2014 “Texas tour.” They played
in Conroe then at SxSW the next day, then in Rockport. If
you’ve never heard them, I can only say they are jaw-droppingly, staggeringly, dazzlingly good. The consensus after the
show was that they must be aliens. No humans could be
that good. I think it overwhelmingly qualifies as an “event.”
Don’t go to a Della Mae show.You’ll come home and burn
all your instruments. This Conroe show was at a restaurant-bar that someone had the improbably bad judgment
to name “Dosey-Doe.” The food was great. The music was
infinitely beyond great. Did I mention that Della Mae was
outstanding? - Ken Brown
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DellaMae in Conroe
photo by ken brown

The West Texas Bluegrass/Traditional Music Association in Lubbock
invites you to a music concert and jam the last Friday of every month at the
Hillcrest Country Club, 4011 N. Boston in Lubbock. It all gets going about
7:00 p.m. Admission is a requested donation of any amount at the door to
help cover expenses. WTB/TMA offers a family-oriented venue. Smoking in
designated areas only. For more information and directions, see their website
at www.westtexasbluegrasstraditionalmusicassociation.com/index.html.
Tom says, “I hope to see you all the second weekend of May when
everything is back to normal and we can pick and grin together at
the Texas Pickin’ Park jam in Fayetteville.

Blue Highway
photo by ken brown

This is a picture of Blue Highway playing at the Bluegrass Heritage Festival in Arlington, TX, on March 8. Alan Tompkins and crew
always put on a great show. In fact, they’re partnering with the Dallas Heritage Village (located at Dallas Old City Park) for their firstever bluegrass band contest and show! The contest will run from
4:00-6:30 p.m. Ten bands will have 15 minutes each to get on stage,
entertain the crowd, and get out of the way! The total prize purse is
$1,100 with $500 paid to first place! The audience will pick the winner by ballot. Sounds like fun! For more info see their website at
bluegrassheritage.org/Events.php#FPS and read about the Front
Porch Showdown!

The Bugle Boy is an intimate concert hall housed in a World War II army
barracks located in La Grange. Doors opened in January of 2005 and shortly
after it became one of the premier listening rooms in the country providing
a live music experience to remember. The Bugle Boy Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization, strives to sustain and elevate original live music
through the operation of the listening room and a variety of other exciting
projects in the community. The focus is on original, independent singer/songwriters, who perform folk, blues, rock, jazz, swing, and everything in between.
Next time you headin’ that direction or when you want to just make a day of
it in historic La Grange, look ‘em up. For more info, see their website at
www.thebugleboy.org.
We got late notice from the Spring Creek Bluegrass Club just before press time of the following
passings in the bluegrass family. Our sincere condolences to all:
Frank Witt, Jackson, TX
Marylin Johns, Manvel, TX
Don Eggers, Pasadena, TX

Randall’s Good Neighbor Program

The process to get this started is a bit of a pain, but it makes donating to CTBA, your local schools,
or your favorite non-profit organizations very, very easy. Just go to the link below, print the form
and fill it out, enter CTBA’s code 9735, and take to your local Randall’s store:
http://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_austin.pdf.
You can also request the form from your local store.
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Membership and Advertising Rates
The printed newsletter costs CTBA about $26/year per mailed subCTBA’s Volume 2, scription. If you can, please select E-mail Newsletter.

$10.00,
(includes shipping to anyanywhere in the
United States).

Membership Rates:
with E-mail Newsletter with Paper Newsletter
Individual		$25.00 			$30.00
Band			$35.00 			$40.00
Student			$15.00			$20.00
Family			$35.00			$40.00
Business			$50.00			$55.00
Lifetime			$300.00			$300.00

CTBA has 100% pre-shrunk cotton, high-quality t-shirts with CTBA’s logo on the front, available in Black
and White in S, M, L, XL, and XXL for only $15.00. The new Mona Lisa and Earl Scruggs t-shirts are $20.00.

Take $5.00 off the advertising rates if you are already a business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month. Publication
is on or about the 1st day of the each month. Send electronic notices to: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org. Send payment to:
Central Texas Bluegrass Association
Attention: Editor
P. O. BOX 9816
Austin, TX 78766
Advertisers assume liability for all content of advertisements and from
any claims arising there from. We reserve the right to reject advertising
for reasons of space availability or publication standards.

Ad Size			Price
FULL PAGE		
$30.00
1/2 PAGE		
$15.00
1/4 PAGE		
$12.50
1/8 PAGE		
$10.00

If you would like CTBA to review CDs or would like us to include promo material for artists performing in Texas, please send to our e-mail at
ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snail mail to the PO Box listed above.

Please Join CTBA: http://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html
Central Texas Bluegrass Association Bluegrass
Newsletter is published by the Central Texas
Bluegrass Association, a 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt
Texas Non-profit Corporation. Contributions are
deductible as charitable and educational donations. Work published in this newsletter is used
by permission of the writers, artists, and photographers who retain all copyrights. Bob Vestal,
Editor
Board Members:
Stacy Holt, President
Jamie Stubblefield, Vice President
Tracie Upham, Secretary
Duane Calvin, Treasurer
Rob Lifford, Chuck Middleton, Alice Moore,
Adam Roberts, Jacob Roberts, Bob Vestal
Website, Jeff White
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THE CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION IS
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHOSE MISSION
IS TO PROMOTE BLUEGRASS MUSIC IN CENTRAL
TEXAS.
Our members range from listeners and lovers of
bluegrass music to world-class professional musicians who all have the same desire: to promote the
music.
CTBA provides a link between clubs, restaurants,
and other venues and Central Texas Bluegrass musicians.
CTBA sponsors jams, workshops, provides scholarships to needy musicians, donates to other
non-profit organizations, supports radio stations
that promote bluegrass music & musicians, and
provides festival venues for our readers and fans of
bluegrass music to enjoy.
KEEP ON PICKIN’.

