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The Parkbench
Growing up just north of the Red River in southern Oklahoma (some would call it yankee land) in the ‘50s
and ‘60s meant you had to be fairly creative in coming up with entertainment options. My hometown of
about 20-some thousand folks had a Kiddie Land park with two small carnival-style rides and a miniature
train. Those rides were, as you can imagine, pure excitement, until about the time you turned 13.
Any parent will tell you that this is the gateway age into, what can be, a troubling
time often referred to as being “a teenager”. Believe me, I know all about it from
both sides of the fence. No need to go into a lot of specifics. We’ve all been there
to some degree. Some of us, however, are a bit more degreed in that area than
others.
The recent loss of our bluegrass friend Lyndal Cannon got me to thinking about
who my mentors were through the years: those (mostly) men who steered me
down the right path, encouraged me to make right decisions, and instilled a
sense of discipline in me, and I realized they all had one thing in common: music.
My band instructor in Junior High and High School was a gruff, demanding,
unsmiling dictator. I couldn’t have asked for a better role model. While I generally disliked the man during those years, I eventually came to realize that a lot of
how I conduct myself now, a lot of what I demand from myself and others, is a
direct result of the values he drilled into me while I wasn’t paying attention. He
was good man because he knew I needed an adult leader not an adult friend.
My first guitar teacher lived across the alley from our house. I used to grab my
electric guitar and cord and walk over to his house once a week for a 30-minute Photo by & © Diana Ost
introduction to making music with strings, albeit electric ones. He was an oldtime jazz guitarist who loved to tell stories about his adventures in the jazz scene over the years. I was never
sure how he wound up in our little town, about the farthest thing from jazz appreciation as you could get,
but I decided it was best not to ask.
I wasn’t that impressed with most of his stories because I wanted to learn
to play guitar, not hear his jazz history. But, he told those stories all the
while not letting me get by with sloppy habits or sloppy practice methods.
Little did I know that all those stories eventually came together to give me
a better understanding of music theory, the influence of jazz even on the
music that I liked at the time, and the skill of reading music that would last
a lifetime. He was a good man because he knew I needed a foundation not
a free ride.
Over the years, there were more good men who were significant contributors to who I would become, some of them intentional influencers and
some accidental. We would go to festivals, oprys, numerous dinners on
Photo by & © Ann deGraffenried
the grounds and in nearly every activity, there was someone who took the
time to talk, to play, to show, to teach. In the amateur radio world they have a name for people who specifically do that kind of thing, that teaching the youngsters or newbies who are new to the hobby. They’re
called Elmers. Nobody really knows why that name stuck but it’s come to identify someone with experience
who’s willing to teach someone who wants to learn. They are good men and women.
To borrow a phrase, the country could use a few good men and women to help the next generation learn
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Friday & Saturday October 18-19, 2013
Farmers Branch Texas Historical Park

Suzy Bogguss  Travelin’ McCourys  Sierra Hull
The Boxcars  Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out
Rambling Rooks  The Spinney Brothers
Gold Heart  The Herrins
Free Admission, no ticket required
Two days of great music, chili, and
beautiful ﬂowers under the Texas sky!
Bring your blankets and lawn chairs!

Festival hours
Friday 4:30p - 10p
Saturday 10:30a - 10p.
Farmers Branch Historical Park
2540 Farmers Branch Ln
Farmers Branch, Texas 75234

Only 15 minutes from D/FW Airport!
Discounted Festival Room Rates!
RV parking available.
Check our website at:
BluegrassHeritage.org for more details
about special deals on hotel rooms.
Artists and schedule subject to change
without notice.

BloominBluegrass.com
info@BloominBluegrass.com
This event is
brought to you
by the City of
Farmers Branch,
Texas and the
Bluegrass Heritage
Foundation.
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the ropes, develop a skill, nurture a talent, and carry what they learn forward to those who will follow
them.
I am what I am today in part because of a few good men who took the time to talk with me, who showed
at least a passing interest in helping me improve, who encouraged me to keep on keeping on, to not give
up. I like to think that those of us in the bluegrass community are genuinely concerned about and supportive of each other because we are all we’ve got and we are all they’ve got. Who knows? Maybe some day
someone will mention your name and somebody will say, “Yeah, I knew him. He was a good man.” Let me
know what you think. In the meantime, do your best to stay cool in what’s left of the summer and keep on
pickin’. - Bob Vestal, Editor

Meet an Artist - Devin Jake
As is o en the case, every now and then you stumble upon an
ar st you haven’t heard before and find out you’ve been missing something really good. Devin Jake, a local Aus n ar st, is
a case in point. Here is some of an e-mail conversa on we had
recently.
Tell us a li le bit about you, where were you born and reared,
family, etc.
I was born and raised in Nebraska. In my early childhood my
me was split between my mom’s in North Pla e and my
dad’s in Stamford. In fi h grade I moved in with my dad and
step-mom permanently, so I like to say “I grew up three miles
south of a town of 188 people.”
My mom had seven children of her own. Five boys and two
girls. In order we are: Debbi, Dean, Dawna, Dus n, Devin,
Photo © Birdsong Imaging
Jeremy, Jessup. As long as I can remember, I had both of my
step-parents. My Step-mom had two daughters and my step-dad had two daughters and a son.
Because of this I have always thought of myself as having six sisters and five brothers which makes
12 total -- just like Dolly Parton. ;)
How/when did you get to Aus n?
I moved to Aus n four and a half years ago because of the music scene. I had been previously living
in Chicago playing with my band Devin & The Straights. I moved to Aus n because I wanted to live
somewhere country music was prevalent and Nashville seemed too in mida ng. I am very thankful I made the decision to come here because I have truly met and played with some of the most
talented musicians. The people here are invi ng and willing to help newcomers find their way. I
am especially thankful for Jim Stringer’s Country Jam. That is where I met Jenn Miori of the Carper
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Family. She opened the doors and introduced me to a lot of the great musicians I now call friends.
Also, early on I met Stephen Doster, Bill Carter, and Will Sexton. They were playing together at
Z Tejas on Wednesdays and a friend of mine convinced them to let me sing a few tunes with them.
When I found out Stephen had a recording studio, I told him I’d always wanted to record a gospel
record. I wasn’t sure it would really happen, but a few years down the road and a few more original
gospel tunes under my belt, I contacted him to see if he was s ll interested in recording that gospel
record. I met with him a few mes, set up the studio me, gathered up my favorite musicians in
Aus n, and we recorded my new album Jesus & Mama.
How did you get started as a performing ar st?
I really only play rhythm guitar. I got my start as a performing ar st first as
a modern dancer. I went to college for dance at the University of Nebraska,
then moved on to Columbia College in Chicago. I started dance school shortly
a er I had my mom teach me how to play guitar. I learned how to play guitar to carry on my mom’s family tradi on of being a musician. None of her
seven children had learned to play an instrument and I felt at least one of
us should. She and all her siblings and my grandpa and his family all played
music. I believe my grandpa played banjo and fiddle.
My mom and her brothers played guitars and sang old country and bluegrass. Uncle Larry picked the mandolin. We grew up listening to them pick
and sing together. My mom sang to us as children all the me.
I instantly loved playing guitar and singing but had always dreamed of being
a dancer. However, the first me I played music live on a stage, I was hooked.
I stumbled across (literally) an open mic night in the bar next to where I was
Photo © Birdsong Imaging
working. I told the hosts that I knew how to play and sing, so they handed me
a guitar and ten songs later I knew that what I really wanted to do was be a country singer. I booked
some gigs at that same bar and the rest is history. I’ve been singing ever since.
How is bluegrass music a part of what you play?
Growing up the only bluegrass music I remember hearing, other than what my mom would play,
was Alison Krauss. Dolly Parton’s album The Grass is Blue is the reason I fell in love with bluegrass.
I started singing the songs from that record, like Sleep With One Eye Open, Few Old Memories, and
I Wonder Where You are Tonight. Though I must admit, I had been singing those songs for a while
before I realized that Dolly had not actually wri en them…oops. Never had read the liner notes, I
guess. I do what I know and what I love and that’s all you get.
Do you have any favorite bluegrass songs/ar sts?
Dolly Parton is for sure my favorite ar st, especially when she sings bluegrass music. Her song
“The Grass is Blue” is probably my favorite song of hers, so I guess that’s also my favorite bluegrass
song? Honestly, some of my favorite ar sts are The Carper Family and Brennen Leigh. I feel very
fortunate to know and get to play music with them. I also really like the Louvin Brothers.
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You recently played a House Concert at the home of Daren Appelt, which is a pre y in mate se ng.
What was that like?
The house concert was great! I couldn’t have asked for a be er crowd or amazing host. The ladies
and I really enjoyed ourselves. Playing Darren’s house was a great experience though very nervewracking at first. I really enjoyed how the audience is gathered around you. It felt like what it must
feel like to play a small concert hall. I was able to engage and interact with the audience as though
they were just a group of friends hanging out listening to me and the ladies tell our stories. I was
very pleased with the turnout and the fact that there were so many new faces in the crowd.
Do you play/perform with any other ar sts?
Since living in Aus n I have had the pleasure of singing and performing with
many great musicians. I have played many shows with Beth Chrisman of The
Carper Family. I have sat in with the whole band.
I’ve sung with Brennen Leigh. I did a weekly residence with Weldon Henson
at the Stephen F Aus n for a li le over a year. I’ve performed with most of
the Moonpies as my backing band for several gigs. Joe Jerkins, Ben Massey,
Ben Hodges, Silas Lowe, Sean Tracey are a few more. I’ve sung with T Jarrod
Bonta and his band at The Broken Spoke. Joe Sundell of the Aus n Steamers once said that I have the best musicians in town in town on the ps
of my fingers. I also had the great pleasure to perform at this year’s “Hey
Lore a!”I even baked a pie and everything.
Tell us about your songwri ng process.
My songwri ng process is pre y simple. I get an idea for a song and I
Photo © Birdsong Imaging
either finish one or I don’t. I have wri en songs that the melody came
first and songs that the words came first. I have never been able to sit down and write a song just
to write a song. I have to be inspired in some way. I wrote my first gospel tune in a laundromat in
Chicago a er I heard the news that my step-mom was indeed going to lose her ba le with cancer.
I had a pink highlighter and a blue piece of paper. I sat there crying wri ng down the lyrics to “Take
Me Home.” I later went home and put it to music. I wrote the song “Jesus Tell My Mama” a er
having a phone conversa on shortly a er I moved to Aus n. That one I wrote the melody and the
lyrics simultaneously.
Tell us about your “Jesus & Mama” CD. How did that come about?
Jesus & Mama came about a er I had wri en several songs about Jesus and/or my Mama. I had
always wanted to record a gospel record. I wanted the album to be a blend of songs I wrote and
songs that meant something to me and my mom. I wanted J&M to be a sort of tribute and thank
you to my mom for teaching me to play the guitar and sing and for giving me a love of music.
Who plays on the CD with you? Where was it recorded?
“J&M” was produced by Stephen Doster and recorded at EAR Studios by James Stevens. The backProud to Support CTBA!

Megan Pumphrey
P. O. Box 319
Leander, TX 78646
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Flat Pick Guitar Workshops
with Three-Time National Champion

In the Art Room of the Mueller Airport Complex
3801 Berkman Drive, Austin, TX 78723
Each workshop costs $50 and is limited to 20 participants. We anticipate
these will sell out, so please prepay at the Central Texas Bluegrass
Association website www.centraltexasbluegrass.org.
Friday, December 6, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
Beginner/Intermediate Flatpicking Guitar Workshop.
Saturday, December 7, 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Bluegrass and Swing Rhythm Workshop.
Saturday, December 7, 1:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Intermediate/Advanced Flatpicking Guitar Workshop.
Sign up for one or all three. Full details for each workshop are given at the
CTBA website as well.
Questions? Contact Eddie Collins by e-mail at tuneman@austin.rr.com or
512-873-7803. Prefer to mail a check? Contact Eddie.
Also: Saturday, December 7, 8:30 PM, Steve Kaufman in concert at the
legendary Cactus Café on the University of Texas campus, Austin.
Eddie Collins & The “A“ List Players open. $15 at the door. Ticket
information: https://cactuscafe.thundertix.com/events/47113.
E-mail Eddie for a CTBA special concert discount code.
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ing band on the record is Jenn Miori, Melissa Carper, and Beth Chrisman of The Carper Family,
Brennen Leigh, Silas Lowe, Sean Tracey, and Rebecca Patek. Stephen Doster plays guitar on it as
well. One of my favorite parts of the record is Brennen and I singing “Knoxville Girl” together. I
couldn’t have asked for be er musicians to play on my first solo record. They truly are all amazing
and I am so proud of “Jesus & Mama.”
Do you play anywhere locally on a regular basis?
Since moving to Aus n, I have dubbed the music I sing ‘Ol’ Lady Country.” I sing lots of Dolly, Loretta, some Wanda and Ki y -- even throw some Hazel Dickens in there too. Besides “Hey, Lore a!” I
ended up singing at a Dolly tribute night at The Ra le Inn. It was hosted by Brigi e London. I like to
joke that I’m one event away from being an oﬃcial honorary “Texas Woman in Country Music.”
What’s the future look like for Devin Jake? What are your plans for the near future?
I have most of the songs, original and covers, picked out for another record. As of now it will be
called This Honky Tonk Angel. I want to get J&M into more people’s ears before I record it though.
I’m thinking next spring/early summer.
The ladies and I play quite o en at The White Horse, The Ra le Inn, The Driskill Hotel, and when
we’ve been available, we play first Fridays at Honky Tonk Hot Dogs. Joe Jerkins and I have been
playing First Saturdays for quite a while now at Patsy’s.
Devin Jake - catch him around town or grab a CD from his website at www.devinjake.com. He’s a
great guy with a super sound and I think you’ll be pleased. I know I was.

The 2013 Bay Area Bluegrass Associa on mandolin contest was held on July 20th in League City Texas. First place
winner received a prepaid entry to the Na onal Compe on in Winfield, KS, a $300 grand prize, plus an Eastman
mandolin. This year’s first place winner was Josh Bailey. He
won this same contest a few years ago, back when it was
at the KOA campground in Montgomery.

Photo by & © Ken Brown

Second place went to Holton Douce e, from Waller, who
received a $150 prize. Third place winner was Sam Armstrong, from Millican, who took home $50 for his fine
eﬀort.
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Burnt Ends

Not the main meal but just some tasty bits

The 8th Annual HAAM Benefit Day is September 24, 2013, 6:00 am - 2:00
am. HAAM Benefit Day 2013, presented by Whole Foods Market, is a uniquely Aus n event where businesses donate 5% of the day’s proceeds to HAAM
to support musicians’ health. For more informa on about the event and how
you can get involved, see the HAAM website www.myhaam.org/events.

The Aus n Friends of Tradi onal Music (AFTM) String Band fes val is
coming up October 18-20 at Camp Ben McCullough (right by the Salt
Lick) in Dri wood, TX. There are concerts, jamming, camping along Onion
Creek, dancing, workshops, and good eats.
You can camp and dance star ng Friday night then a end one of the
hands-on workshops and jamming under the trees on Saturday. That night
you can enjoy nonstop music of the finest as more than two dozen bands
take the stage. Sunday wraps it up with a gospel jam.
Tickets and volunteer informa on should be available soon on their website at www.a m.us or send them snail mail at P.O. Box 49608, Aus n, TX
78765.
On Tuesday, October 8th, AFTM presents Stephen Wade who will explore, through live music-making, projected images, and his wonderful narra ve, the stories behind his book The Beau ful Music
All Around Us: Field Recordings and the American Experience (University of Illinois Press, 2012).
Wade’s landmark book explores thirteen iconic folksong performances captured on Library of Congress field recordings between 1934 and 1942. Doors open at 7:00 pm. Show starts at 8:00 pm at
Violins Etc, 6013 Burnet Road, Aus n. Cost is $20 at the door, $15 for AFTM members.
The Lone Star Bluegrass Band, from Houston, TX, will perform two full sets at Patsy’s Café (5001
E Ben White Blvd, Austin, TX 78741, 512-444-2020, www.patsyscowgirlcafe.com) on Saturday, September 28th, starting at 7:30 pm. The band features Texas State Champion guitarist, Chris Bagley,
and multi-time State Champion banjoist Chris Hirsch. No cover, but generous tipping is encouraged!
Long-time Willie Nelson guitar player, Jody Payne passed away August 10th at
age 77 from what doctors are calling cardiac problems. He began as a bluegrass
musician having played with Bill’s brother Charlie Monroe.
He also was a session player at King
Records in Cinciatti, which is where
the Statnleys, Osborne Brothers, and
others made their early records.
Retired in 2008, Payne had been living in Stapleton, AL, and is survived
by his wife, Vicki, sons Waylon and
Austin.
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by Bob Vestal

The Aus n Music Founda on (AMF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza on, helps local ar sts grow in the music
industry with everything from ar s c growth to understanding the business behind the music. Recently, I met
Alex Vallejo, the Director of Crea ve Media at one of the AMF-sponsored mixers. He agreed to introduce us to
AMF and tell us what it’s all about.
Recently, I met Alex Vallejo, the Director of Crea ve Media at one of the AMF-sponsored mixers. He agreed to
introduce us to AMF and tell us what it’s all about.
What is the purpose of the Aus n Music Founda on? How long has it been around?
AMF has been around for 10 years and connects the local music community with innova ve programs that
empower musicians and fuel Aus n’s crea ve economy. AMF provides programs to help local ar sts navigate opportuni es in the music industry and services to unite the local music community.
AMF is a 501(c)(3) founda on. How is it funded?
The AMF is par ally funded by the City Of Aus n, sponsors, fundraisers, and dona ons.
What is your func on there? Is there other staﬀ?
I am the Director of the Crea ve Media Center and aside from consul ng with musicians, I also help produce panels, mixers, and events with our Program Commi ee. Kellie Goldstein is our Execu ve Director and
also handles our MIC and LIAM programs and Jennifer Dugas is our Program Manager. All three of us actually wear a lot of hats but we have a great team of mega talented interns and volunteers who help us as well.
Who is your target audience and what services do you oﬀer them and at what cost?
Our target audience is basically whoever needs help brainstorming and dialing in their music as a business. At the end of the day, we want as many ar sts as possible who are willing to put in the hard work to
learn how to make money playing music. When the musicians make money, the clubs make money, the city
makes money, and Aus n as a community benefits.
What is the Crea ve Media Center?
The Crea ve Media Center is located in the Soundcheck Aus n Studios oﬀ of 51st Street. This room allows us
to do one-on-one consulta ons with ar sts, where as before AMF could only do panels at venues.
At what skill level should an ar st consider contac ng you? Is it just for professionals?
We take all levels of ar sts from beginners to established touring acts. There are always holes to fill no matter what level you’re at.
Tell us about the Texas Music Database.
The database is managed by the Texas Music Oﬃce and has all kinds of statewide informa on and contacts
for ar sts ranging from venues, recording studios, publishing companies, you name it. It’s a great resource
and we actually send a lot of ar sts there.
How are volunteers part of your organiza on?
Volunteers are a big part of what we do at AMF and they help us a lot with our music panels,mixers and
fundraisers.
Tell us about your monthly special events.
AMF produces music panels once a month and we do our best to focus on the topics that musician’s request the most. Our next panel “AMF Booking & Touring Outside of Aus n” will be held at the One-2-One
Bar, September 18, at 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm. It will be a music panel discussion on Booking & Touring Outside
of Aus n.
How does an ar st contact the AMF or get started with the program?
They can contact us through our website www.aus nmusicfounda on.org or call us at 512-542-0077 to
schedule an appointment.
The Aus n Music Founda on could be just the help you need to jumpstart your or your band’s music career.
Check them out at their website or make plans to a end one of their upcoming events around Aus n.
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CTBA Bluegrass Bands
The 145s
David Diers
512-814-5145
www.the145smusic.com
Air Cargo
Ray Cargo
raybo@raylcargo.com
Alan Munde Gaze e
Bill Honker
214-693-1620
bhonker@gmail.com
Allen Hurt & The Mountain
Showmen
Allen Hurt (Sherman, TX)
www.allenhurt.com
Aus n Steamers
Joe Sundell
501-416-4640
www.theaus nsteamers.com
Bee Creek Boys
Jim Umbarger
512-922-5786
info@beecreekboys.com
Be er Late Than Never
Duane Calvin
512-835-0342
Blacktop Bend
George Rios
512-619-8536
blacktopbend@yahoo.com
Bluebonnet Pickers
Brooks Blake
830-798-1087
Blue Creek String Band
Thomas Chapmond
512-791-3411
tchapmond@gmail.com
Blue Skyz Band
Mike Lester
210-913-9597
www.blueskyzband.com
Buﬀalo Grass
Don Inbody
512-295-6977
don@inbody.net
Carper Family Band
Jenn Miori
carperfamilyband@gmail.com
Chasing Blue
512-963-7515
suzoleson@aol.com
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Christy & the Plowboys
Christy Foster 512-452-6071
christyfoster@earthlink.net
David & Barbara Brown
361-985-9902 (Corpus Chris )
ddbrown@grandecom.net
Dave Seeman
512-557-2939
davidseeman7@gmail.com

Piney Grove Ramblers
Wayne Brooks
512-699-8282
www.pgramblers.com
Ragged Union
Geoﬀ Union
512-563-9821
gunion@aus n.rr.com
Randy’s Rangers
Sigi Field 512-869-8076
www.jrfnet.net/rr
sigi@sigi.us

Dueling Hearts
Wil Wilson
duelinghearts@a .net

Robertson County Line
Jeﬀ Robertson
512-629-5742
jaydubya7@yahoo.com

Eddie Collins
512-873-7803
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@aus n.rr.com

Rod Moag and Texas Grass
Rod Moag
512-467-6825
rodmoag@texas.net

Grazma cs
Wayne Ross
512-330-2188
lwayneross@gmail.com

The Sieker Band
Rolf & Beate Sieker
512-733-2857
www.siekerband.com

Hem &Haw
Ben Hodges & Jenn Miori
hemandhawmusic@gmail.com

Shawn Spiars
512-627-3921
www.banjohangout.org/my/sspiars
sspiars@gmail.com

James Reams & The Barnstormers
718-374-1086
james@jamesreams.com
www.jamesreams.com
Karen Abrahams
Babyhead Promo ons
512-659-5256
www.karenabrahams.com

The Stray Bullets
Bob Cartwright
bob.cartwright@sbcglobal.net
512-415-8080
String Beans
Mike Montgomery
mikemon@astro.as.utexas.edu

The Ledbe ers
Spencer Drake 830-660-2533
kthdrake@wildblue.net

Joe Sundell & the Show & Tellers
Rebecca Patek
262-617-4152
www.joesundell.com

The Lost Pines
Talia Bryce 512-814-5134
thelostpines@gmail.com
www.lostpinesband.com

Third Rail
Susannah Armstrong
936-870-7819
thirdrailbluegrass@gmail.com

Manchaca All-Stars
Ben Buchanan
512-282-2756
manchacaallstars@ email.com

Upham Family Band
Tracie Upham
uphambluegrass@gmail.com

Missing Tradi on
Diana & Dan Ost
512-850-4362
missingtradi on@gmail.com
Out of the Blue
Jamie Stubblefield
512-923-4288
jamie5011@aol.com

Wires and Wood
David Dyer
210-680-1889
The Wimberley Bunch
Marilyn Lumia
512-557-2112
Woodstreet Bloodhounds
Robert Becker (Oak Park, IL)
708-714-7206
robertbecker1755@sbcglobal.net

West Texas Bluegrass/Traditional Music Association
The West Texas Bluegrass/Traditional Music Association hosts a monthly concert and jam at the Hillcrest Country Club in Lubbock.
The Hillcrest Country Club is located at 4011 N. Boston, Lubbock. Come out North University Avenue past
the Lubbock State School (State Supported Living Center). At about 1.3 miles north of Loop 289, turn west
on Newcomb Street for about three blocks. Newcomb ends at the Clubhouse entrance.
As a non-profit, WTB/TMA does not have the budget nor staff to contact individuals by regular mail or
phone, so they are updating their contact list, even though Facebook and their website have all the basic
information about the organization. Feel free to “like” them on Facebook at West Texas Bluegrass/Traditional Music Association.
Their website address is WestTexasBluegrassTraditionalMusicAssociation.com. Their e-mail address is music_jam_wtbtma@yahoo.com.
To help them improve the efficiency of their monthly e-mail notices, send them an e-mail to confirm your
e-mail address and the fact that you want to continue receiving notifications. Be sure to check your spam
folder and add their e-mail address to your address book/accepted senders list. Of course, you can always
give them your e-mail information at the registration/greeter table when you attend one of their events.
Also, please notify them if you want your e-mail address removed from their list.

August Board Meeting - Great Minds At Work
In case you ever wondered what a CTBA Board Meeting
looked like (and why on earth would you?), here is the
central brain trust at work during the August meeting at
Scholz Garten.
Pictured from left to right are Coleman Stephens, Eddie
Collins, Stacy Holt, Duane Calvin, Jacob Roberts, Chuck
Middleton, and Adam Roberts.
While this was a typical board meeting there were two
special topics that came up for discussion and planning
that you should be aware of.
The first major topic is the upcoming elections for new
and used retreaded repeating board members. A com- Photo by & © Bob Vestal
mittee has been formed to finalize this activity and you
will soon get information about who will be on the ballot, how to vote, and what the voting deadline is.
The other big topic of discussion was the annual membership meeting and hullabaloo. This year, the meeting will take place Sunday, Nov. 3rd, at Waterloo Ice House, 38th & Medical, in Austin, starting at 2:30 pm.
with music to follow. What will make this year’s membership meeting stand out from all the past and future
meetings is what is planned for the musical portion of the gathering. Like any good bluegrass song, it involves lots of pickers, lots of players, lots of singers, a lengthy melody, a train, lovers, and, more than likely,
Mama.
As is always the case, stay tuned. More details will be coming your way. Oh, and so you’ll know, there will be
plenty of parking at Waterloo. They’ve gotten permission from the surrounding businesses to use whatever
space is available in the big lot. So, put it on your calendar, pack up Granny, and plan to have fun!
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The Texas State Flatpick Championships
were conducted during the course of the
Bay Area Bluegrass Association’s Fire On
The Strings Bluegrass Festival on August 17th in League City, TX.
Fifteen contestants entered with the level
of competition closing in on the famous
Winfield National contest.
The fifteen were pared down to five after
the first round with each contestant playing two more songs.
Daniel Wheeler, who is stationed in the
service in San Antonio, took the Grand
Prize and is pictured with guitar builder
and CTBA member, Jeff Robertson, who
is presenting him the guitar that Jeff built
as the first place prize.
Also of note is that CTBA board member,
Jacob Roberts, took home second place.
Josh Bailey, who won the State Mandolin contest in July, is from Victoria and
took third prize.
You can always find more information
about the Bay Areas Bluegrass Association on their website at www.bayareabluegrass.org.

Daniel Wheeler, 2013 Flatpicker Grand Prinze winner alongside
Jeff Robertson. Photo by & © Eddie Collins.

Visit Llano

Instruction for Banjo,
Guitar, and Mandolin

www.promotellano.org

Private Lessons in North and South Austin

Ann Matlack
P. O. Box 711
Llano, TX 78643
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Eddie Collins
www.eddiecollins.biz
512-873-7803
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BLUEGRASS JAMS!!!
NOTICE: Be sure to contact the venue and/or host to ensure the jam/
show is s ll ac ve. The only info we have about each of these is what
was sent to us. If you find a problem with any venue or need to change
your informa on, drop us a line at ctba@centralbluegrass.org.
AUSTIN
2nd & 4th Saturday, CTBA Sponsored beginner-intermediat jam, 3801
Berkman Drive, 78723, 3:00 - 5:00 pm. Call Steve Mangold 512-3456155 for info on all Aus n jams.
1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:00 pm at Bruce Mansbridge’s home
Every Sunday, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, 78701, 2:00 pm
Every Tuesday, Texas Old Time Fiddlers Jam, 8:00-10:00 pm, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, 78701. Info: Tom Lindsey, lindseytg@aol.com
BANDERA
4th Friday, 6:30 pm, Silver Sage Corral, east of Bandera. Info: 830-7964969 (No jam on Good Friday)
BELLVILLE
4th Saturday, Jam & Show (Spring Creek Club Sponsored), Jan- Sep, Jam
@ 4:00 pm, Show @ 6:30, Cousha e RV Ranch, 979-865-5250,
bluegrass221@peoplepc.com, www.springcreekbluegrass.com
Carrollton
Saturdays (March - Nov), 7:30 pm-1:00 am, between Main and State
Streets at 6th, Info: Jim Miller 972-276-3197
www.meetup.com/bluegrass-142
Corpus Chris
2nd Sunday, 2:00 pm, Heritage Park, Corpus Chris , South Texas Bluegrass Associa on, Info: Bill Davis 361-387-4552
Dallas
1st Tue., Bluegrass Heritage Founda on jam, 7:00 pm, Charley’s Guitar
Shop, 2720 Royal Lane, www.charleysguitar.com,
972-243-4187
FAYETTEVILLE
2nd Sat, April - November, starts at 6:00 pm, Courthouse Square
info@texaspickinpark.com, www.texaspickinpark.com
FIELD CREEK
1st Sat, Field Creek Music, 6:00 pm, Field Creek is between Llano and
Brady on Hwy 71. Info: Bill Tuckness 325-247-3223
Garland
Saturdays, Mar-Nov, 7:30 pm, between Main and State streets at 6th,
Info: Jim Miller 972-276-3197
GEORGETOWN
Every Thursday at Duke’s BBQ, 5:30 to 7:30 pm, 512-869-8076 or sigi@
sigi.us, pages.suddenlink.net/jrf/rr/
GLEN ROSE
3rd Sat., Oakdale Park, Paluxy River Bluegrass Assn. Jam @ 2:00 pm,
free stage show @ 6:00 pm, Friday niight camping encouraged, John
Sco 817-525-0558
HARWOOD
3rd Sat., 2-9 pm, JAM & Stage Show, 9 mi. E. of Luling, Hwy 90, Info:
Tony Conyers 512-601-1510 or 512-940-3731
HONDO
1st Friday, Hondo Hootenanny, starts at 11 am, Hondo Community
Center, 1014 18th st, Hondo, TX Info 830 426 2831
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LEAGUE CITY
3rd Sat., (Jan-Nov) Jam 5 pm (BABA Sponsored) Show 6:30 pm, Info:
Rick Kirkland 281-488-2244, www.bayareabluegrass.org
LIBERTY HILL
4th Sat., Jam, 1-6 pm, Hwy 29 West, Info: Paula 512-778-5410
LLANO
4th Sat. (Jan. - Oct.), Bluegrass in the Hill Country Jam, 5:30-10:30 pm,
at The Badu House, Info: info@BluegrassInTheHillCountry.org
1st & 3rd Tue., Beginner/Intermediate, 7:00 pm, First Presbyterian
Church, Info: Jeﬀ White 325-248-4114
1st Sat., Field Creek Fiddle Jam, 6-9 pm, Field Creek is between Llano
and Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness 325-247-3223
3rd Sat., Pontotoc Fiddle Jam, 6-9 PM, Pontotoc is between Llano and
Brady on Hwy 71, Info: Bill Tuckness 325-247-3223
MANCHACA
Thur., 6:30-9:00 pm, Manchaca Railroad Bar-B-Q, FM 1626, Info: Dave
512-680-4433
MEDINA
2nd Tue., All Gospel Jam 6: pm, First Bap st Church, Info: Linda Barton
830-589-2486
MONTGOMERY
1st Sat., Jam, 10 am-2 pm, downtown historical District, Discount
coupons at local KOA, Info: Mike Davis
mld@consolidated.net
PEARL
1st Sat, Pearl Bluegrass Jam & Show, 1 pm, Old School House, FM
183 (not US 183) 7 mi South of Purmela, RV hookups available, Info:
Ronald Medart 254-865-6013,
www.pearlbluegrass.com
ROUND ROCK
3rd Sat., 2-5 pm, Danny Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail,
www.dannyraysmusic.com, 512-671-8663
SAN ANTONIO
Every Monday, “In-A-Jam” Bluegrass Jam Session, 7-9 pm, Grady’s BBQ
#7, 327 E. Nakoma (at Hwy 281). Info: Peyton Starr 210-870-4321 or
Sheryl Sultenfuss
SHULENBURG
1st & 3rd Tue., RV Park Clubhouse, 6:30-9:00 pm, Contact: Lore a
Baumgarten 979-743-4388 or
Camp@SchulenburgRVPark.com
UTOPIA
3rd Friday, Jam, 7:00 pm, Senior Ci zens Center,
Info: Skip Doerr 830-966-6362
Victoria
3rd Friday, 5:00-10:00 pm, American Legion Post #166, 1402 E. Santa
Rosa, Free Admission. Info: Stan Kendrick 935-4413, Gary Moses 5505466, or crossroadsbluegrass@yahoo.com

Membership and Advertising Rates
CTBA’s Volume
2, $10.00,
(includes shipping to anyanywhere in
the United
States).

The printed newsletter costs CTBA about $26/year per mailed subscription. If you can, please select E-mail Newsletter.
Membership Rates:
Individual
Band
Student
Family
Business
Lifetime

with E-mail Newsletter
$25.00
$35.00
$15.00
$35.00
$50.00
$300.00

with Paper Newsletter
$30.00
$40.00
$20.00
$40.00
$55.00
$300.00

CTBA has 100% pre-shrunk cotton, high-quality t-shirts with CTBA’s logo on the front, available in Black
and White in S, M, L, XL, and XXL for only $15.00. The new Mona Lisa and Earl Scruggs t-shirts are $20.00.

Take $5.00 oﬀ the adver sing rates if you are already ad business member. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month. Publica on
is on or about the 1st day of the each month. Send electronic no ces to: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org. Send payment to:
Central Texas Bluegrass Associa on
A en on: Editor
PO BOX 9816
Aus n, TX 78766
Adver sers assume liability for all content of adver sements and from
any claims arising there from. We reserve the right to reject adver sing
for reasons of space availability or publica on standards.
If you would like CTBA to review CDs or would like us to include promo material for ar sts performing in Texas, please send to our e-mail at
ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snail mail to the PO Box listed above.

Ad Size
FULL PAGE
1/2 PAGE
1/4 PAGE
1/8 PAGE

Price
$30.00
$15.00
$12.50
$10.00

Please Join CTBA: h p://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html
Central Texas Bluegrass Association Bluegrass Newsletter is published by the Central Texas Bluegrass
Association, a 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Texas Non-profit
Corporation. Contributions are deductible as charitable and educational donations. Work published in
this newsletter is used by permission of the writers,
artists, and photographers who retain all copyrights.
Bob Vestal, Editor
Board Members:
Eddie Collins, President
Stacy Holt, Vice President
Coleman Stephens, Secretary
Duane Calvin, Treasurer
Chuck Middleton, Jenn Miori, Adam Roberts, Jacob
Roberts, Joshua Upham, Tracie Upham
Past President, Sam Dunn
Website, Jeff White

THE CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION IS A
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHOSE MISSION IS TO
PROMOTE BLUEGRASS MUSIC IN CENTRAL TEXAS.
Our members range from listeners and lovers of bluegrass music to world-class professional musicians who
all have the same desire: to promote the music.
CTBA provides a link between clubs, restaurants, and
other venues and Central Texas Bluegrass musicians.
CTBA sponsors jams, workshops, provides scholarships
to needy musicians, donates to other non-profit organizations, supports radio stations that promote bluegrass
music & musicians, and provides festival venues for our
readers and fans of bluegrass music to enjoy.
KEEP ON PICKIN’.
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Just a heads-up that the Spring Creek Bluegrass Club will hold it’s Bluegrass Music Weekend
October 24-26 at Coushatte Recreation Ranch, Bellville, TX. There will be lots of jamming,
shade trees and good campsites, door prizes, good food, arts & crafts, and lots of really good music. Music starts at 6:00 pm on Thursday, 1:00 pm on Friday, and 1:00 pm on Saturday. For information and tickets, contact Buddy or Carolyn Brockett, PO Box 1294, Bellville, TX 77418, or call them
at 979-865-5250 or 979-877-9526. We’ll have much more info in next month’s CTBA newsletter.

Special Consensus, a four-man acousc bluegrass band with a repertoire
that features tradi onal bluegrass
standards and original composi ons,
is playing Duncan’s Grove bluegrass
fes val just east of Duncan, OK, on
Friday and Saturday September 27 &
28.
They’ll then travel on to the Paluxy
River Fall bluegrass fes val in Glen
Rose on Friday and Saturday October
4 & 5, 2013.
You can see their full schedule online
at h p://specialc.com/schedule/.

Randall’s Good Neighbor Program
The process to get this started is a bit of a pain, but it makes dona ng to CTBA, your local schools,
or your favorite non-profit organiza ons very, very easy. Just go to the link below, print the form
and fill it out, enter CTBA’s code 9735, and take to your local Randall’s store:
h p://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_aus n.pdf.
You can also request the form from your local store.
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