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Central Texas Bluegrass Association Presents

A Bluegrass Music Concert Event
Tribute to Earl Scruggs and Doc Watson
Sunday, December 9  3:00-5:30 p.m.
Scholz Garten – Austin, Texas
1607 San Jacinto  Free Admission  All Ages

Featuring an “All-Star” Scruggs Tribute Band
Alan Munde

Billy Bright

Jeff Robertson

Ben Sanders

Steven Crow

Plus Special Guest Performances by Some of Central Texas’ Finest Music Artists:
Rolf SiekerDoc Hamil tonBen HodgesJenn MioriEddie Collins
Silas Lo we Elliott & Jan ice Rogers T ony Kamel
Opening Acts: J.P. Shaf er Band & Bo tto m Do llar Str ing Band

***Anyone who becomes a member, renews or extends their membership during
CTBA's current membership drive will be eligible to win musical instruments and
other prizes at the December 9th Annual Membership Meeting and Concert***
Central Texas Bluegrass Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of Bluegrass Music
in the Central Texas area. For more information: www.centraltexasbluegrass.org
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CTBA SAYS THANKS WITH A BLOWOUT PARTY!
Sunday, December 9th, 2:00 PM
Scholz Garten, Austin, TX
CTBA is throwing a party and we would like all of you to join us. Meet your fellow
members, pickers and fans alike. For the first time ever, the annual CTBA general membership meeting will be combined with an awesome concert that will include some of
the finest bluegrass talent Central Texas hasto offer.
Both the meeting and concert will be held On December 9th at the home of CTBA’s
weekly Sunday jam, Scholz’s Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, Austin. The brief annual
meeting will begin at 2:00 PM and inform our members of the status of the organization and give everyone a chance to meet the incoming Board of Directors for 2013 and
give a personal thanks to those who have served this past year. (Reminder: Mail in your
ballot or bring it with you to the meeting)
PRIZES! CTBA began a Fall Membership Drive in late September, which will continue
through December 9th. Anyone becoming a member, or renewing or extending their
membership during this time will be included in a drawing for prizes throughout the
afternoon. Prizes will be music related, such as tuners, strings and CTBA merchandise,
with the Grand Prize being a nearly-new Seagull guitar and hard shell case. You need
not be present to win, but why miss the great concert, which will begin no later than
3:00. See the enclosed flyer for the names of the great bands and all the special guests.
One uniting theme of all the music is that it will honor the memories of Doc Watson
and Earl Scruggs, both of whom passed away earlier this year. If you would like to help
organize this party and/or have questions about it, contact Eddie Collins, tuneman@
austin.rr.com. See you there! - Eddie Collins
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CONCERTS, JAMMING & CAMPING

March 29 & 30, 2013
IN FISCHER, TEXAS

TICKETS GO ON SALE DEC. 1, 2012!

www.cabin10.com

Photo by John Grubbs

MUSICIANS
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Deadly Gentlemen • Freight Hoppers • Nora Jane Struthers
Rita Hoskings & Cousin Jack • Evie Ladin w/Keith Terry
Billy Bright / Geoff Union Trio • Hank & Shaidri Allrich
Austin Steamers • Air Cargo • Fischer Folk
Brought to you by your friends at Cabin 10, Inc., hosts of The Rice Festival
(A not for profit event supporting higher education in the arts.)

www.cabin10.com | 830.739.6986
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Letter from the Editor: Farewell
It is with great deference and gratitude to the bluegrass community and its supporters that I announce
the passing of the torch of your “Central Texas Bluegrass Association Newsletter Editor”. I have a greater
respect now for all those editors that kept the “Bluegrass Bulletin” one of the longest running bluegrass
newsletters in the country.
I tried to make your newsletter not only the longest running but one that people around the world would
take interest in reading. We’ve done that. I had a lot of help from Ken Brown, Jami Hampton, Eddie
Collins, Chuck Middleton, George Wilson, and many others that provided content like Rixi, Tracie
Upham, Steve Mangold, Mike Hurlbut, and many others.
For almost three years I’ve had the honor to be welcomed everywhere. I was fortunate enough to interview some of Texas finest musicians and influential folks in our area. Check out the list of Artists Profiles
later in this newsletter. I hope I can continue to add interviews to the newsletter in the future. There are
still a lot of very talented people to talk to and REVISIT!!!!
I’m leaving the newsletter in very good hands as you will soon see. Bob Vestal will take the reins next
month. You can read about Bob on the next page and see what I mean. By the way, I made Bob answer
the “Meet a Member” questions. I’m STILL the Editor you know, at least for this one last month.....
Please continue to support Central Texas Bluegrass Association. You don’t have to become a member.
You can just donate. Thanks for your continued support of Bluegrass Music in Texas.
- Tom Duplissey, editor April 2010-December 2012
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Meet CTBA Member and YOUR NEW EDITOR!!!
Bob Vestal
Introduce yourself. Tell us your name, a little bit about
yourself, what city you live in, and why you joined CTBA.
Howdy, I’m Bob Vestal, soon to be the newsletter editor of the Central Texas Bluegrass Association. Whodathunkit? I moved to Austin a little over three years
ago. The wife and I decided that, after over 25 years in
Dallas, we needed to branch out a bit so, as they say,
we loaded up the truck and moved to Austin. We have
two kids though they are both off the payroll now,
married, and doing whatever it is young-marrieds do
these days. One is in Wylie, TX, and the other one is in
Florida.
Most of my career I’ve been a technical writer/business analyst for software development projects. The
best way to describe what I’ve done for a living is
to point out that little menu item up in the top-left
corner of most software you use, the one that reads
“Help”. That’s what I do, among other things.
Every now and then I ride my ’97 Harley-Davidson
FXDWG motorcycle. It is the Hill Country, after all.
I grew up in southern Oklahoma but I married a native Texas girl so that’s got to count for something. There was always music in the house all through
my life, mostly bluegrass or country. And, despite that brief rock distraction we call the 60s, I’ve
pretty much stuck with that. It’s just always been too real, too representative of life and history and
my people to stray from. Like so many others, I learned to play guitar when I was a kid, put it aside
while raising my own rug rats, then picked it back up about a year ago. So, with the help of a couple
of really good teachers, I’m back on the bluegrass train. Learning, playing and, hopefully, improving
every day. I have found that I don’t pick things up as quickly as I used to but, well, you know how
that goes.
From day one I knew that I had to connect with the bluegrass community in central Texas. I went
to as many jams as I could find only to discover just how much I did not know and how much I had
to learn. But, some kind soul took pity on me and pointed me toward the CTBA. I just figured if anybody knew what was going on with the bluegrass scene, it had to be the CTBA. I also knew I had to
prove myself both musically and with a level of commitment so I made it known that I was willing to
volunteer however I could to help, and here I am. Be careful what you say with your outside voice. ;)
Do you play an instrument? Which one?
As a guitar player (Martin HD-35), I tend to marvel at flatpickers, finger pickers, and lead players
who make it seem so effortless.
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What bluegrass artists do you like to listen to most?
Where do you start to list your favorite or most influential bluegrass artists? Doc, Tony, Norman,
Maybelle, Clarence. Even John Denver, but that’s a story only the daughter would understand. Oh,
and Russell Moore just because I like to hear him sing.
I do love good harmonies so I listen to a lot of IIIrd Tyme Out, Doyle Lawson, Allison, Lester & Earl
and, lately, the Steep Canyon Rangers. And, there’s nothing wrong with a good dose of gospel bluegrass, too. But, as some point, you just have to stop listing people because there are too many who
have blazed that trail for you. Plus, you’re bound to miss a name and tick somebody off. So, suffice it
to say, if you’re playing, I like you.
What’s your all time favorite bluegrass song?
All-time favorite? Oh, geeze, is there a more loaded question on the planet? Honestly, it changes
as time and moods pass but, you know what song I tend to go back to a lot lately? Norman Blake’s
“Maple on the Hill”. There’s just something about that recording, that voice, and his picking that gets
to me. Maybe I’m just getting more melancholy in my old age. I might lose my bluegrass card on
this one, but sometimes I even like a good bluegrass waltz. Pick up your stones and form a line to
the right. I’ll stand over here.
I can’t tell you what all is going through my head as I start the process of transitioning into the
newsletter editor position. Tom and all the contributors over the years have done such a fantastic job it’s going to be a hard act to follow. It’s frightening and it’s exhilarating. It’ll be challenging
and it’ll be fun and I need your help to make sure it stays being fun and informative. We all love
bluegrass; that’s a given. We have varying levels
of skill, talent, time, and devotion. Hey, some of
us even have jobs and family and stuff to distract
us, so we’re going to have to do this together. So,
thank you to Tom, Sam, Eddie, the board, and all
the CTBA members and supporters for this opportunity. I promise I’ll give you my best and I
hope you’ll promise to let me know as soon as it
stops being worth your reading.

Visit Llano

Allen Hurt

www.promotellano.org

The Mountain Showmen

Ann Matlack
P.O. Box 711
Llano, TX 78643

&

Mountain Valley Records Inc.
P.O. Box 3074
Sherman, TX 75091
(512) 635-0498
(469) 236-4190
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Bluegrass Heritage Festival
Friday & Saturday March 1-2, 2013
South Oaks Baptist Church in Arlington Texas
5925 US Highway 287, Arlington, TX 76017

Balsam Range | Joe Mullins & The Radio Ramblers
Chris Jones & The Night Drivers | New Town

East Mountain | The Herrins | Copper Canyon | Grass Notes

Balsam Range

Joe Mullins & The Radio Ramblers

Enjoy two days of bluegrass
fun with great music,
workshops, and jamming
under the old oak trees!

BluegrassHeritage.org
New Town

info@BluegrassHeritage.org

Chris Jones & The Night Drivers

214-918-0010

Advance-purchase reserved-seat two-day passes are $45 and on sale
now. Seating is limited. Get your tickets today for this incredible
two-day bluegrass music event! South Oaks offer great sound,
comfortable indoor seating and plenty of great places to jam.
Bluegrass Heritage
Festival Sponsors

J&S Paint
& Body Shop

Brian “Doc “ Hull

One Day Mini-Camp
Instrument & Jam Camp

Gerald Jones
Jim “ Texas Shorty” Chancellor
and more...

Saturday March 2, 2013
AcousticMusicCamp.com
214-236-0783
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Joy in Hellman's Hollow
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Joy in Hellman's Hollow - Key of C
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I have been fortunate to attend the Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival in San Francisco’s beautiful Golden
Gate Park the last three years. My cousin, Melissa had been going for years and finally convinced me
to come out. It’s a free festival and everyone you’ve ever heard of in Bluegrass and Acoustic music has
played there over the last 12 years. In 2010, I saw Hazel Dickens, Earl Scruggs, Ralph Stanley and Doc
Watson all in one day at the large Banjo Stage !
The founder and funder of the festival, Warren Hellman was a billionaire banjo picker who loved to
spread his wealth around for others to enjoy. Just before he passed after the 2011 Festival, they re-named
the meadow around the Banjo stage as Hellman’s Hollow. I was inspired enough to write this tune in his
honor after attending my second festival. It’s in the key of C with three parts. Hopefully, the chords are
close to being correct. Enjoy ! - Chuck Middleton
Page 2 / 2
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Picks, Happenings, and Releases
The 9th Annual 2013 Austin Songwriter Symposium will be held January 24-27, 2013 at the OMNI Hotel, 4140 Governors Row, Austin, Texas. The
Symposium, produced by the Austin Songwriters Group (ASG), is the event
in town that focuses on songwriters and publishers. There will be workshops
in songwriting and co-writing, insights into the publishing business, discussions about studio production, live performance, touring and more. Please go
to www.austinsongwritersgroup.com for more information and to register.

For those of you who haven’t had a chance yet to see MilkDrive please go
out and support these young performers. The band will be performing at
the Cactus Café on the University of Texas Campus at 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec
15th. The Cactus Cafe, is at 2247 Guadalupe St. Parking is a real pain but the
Cactus is a great listening room. Tickets are $15 for this show. Austin is really
very fortunate to have attracted these excellent young musicians. They are
going to be big one of these days. It’s just a matter of time. Catch them while
you can.
Old Settlers Music Festival has opened up Early Bird Ticket Sales. If you
are planning to go, get tickets now while the prices are still low. The Association continues to “dance with who brung them” by continuing the long tradition of bluegrass music. This year is no exception. Del McCoury y’all! Del
and his boys put on one heck of a good show. This year Jerry Douglas comes
back after a long absebce, so I expect to see lots of fat necks in the crowd.
I’m personally looking forward to seeing Peter Rowan, Russell More & IIIrd
Tyme Out and the Carolina Chocolate Drops. Some of the others coming in
are Fred Eaglesmith, The Gourds, Terry Hendrix, Son Volt, Green Mountain Grass, Justin Townes Earle, and Casey Driessen (who, by the way I just
found out will be one of the instructors at the Live Oak Fiddle Camp this
year).

Proud to Support CTBA!

Instruction for Banjo,
Guitar and Mandolin
Online and Private Lessons

Eddie Collins
Megan Pumphrey,
PO Box 319
Leander, TX 78646

www.eddiecollins.biz
512-873-7803
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Artist Profile: L. Wayne Ross
Doc Ross is one fine banjo player. He is also one heck of a nice guy. It was a real pleasure to sit down
with him. Many of you may recall the Bastrop fire that
destroyed so many acres and so many homes last year.
Doc’s home was a complete loss but they have been
able to rebuild their lives and start over. We start the interview talking about the early days of CTBA and Doc’s
role in getting the organization started. My questions
are in italics. I hope you enjoy it. - Tom Duplissey
You were a steady fixture in the jams. When Ken Brown
wrote an early history of Central Texas Bluegrass Association he mentioned that you and Tom Pittman were
there along with Ted Miller. Did you take an active role
in helping CTBA get started?
I think I was the Vice President the first time. Ted,
of course, was President since he started the whole
thing. I think he was President for two years and I
was President for one year and then that was it but
I went to a lot of meetings over at a lot of people’s
houses trying to get things going. It’s been thirty
something years ago so I don’t remember much.
Tom Pittman, Ken Brown, and Tom Ellis were probably the first people I met when I first got to Austin
and Tom Ellis. It was around ’78 when it got started. I don’t remember how many members there
were. It wasn’t that many. We started out putting on concerts here and there. We put a show on at
the Paramount Theater one time. We put shows on in the Opera House here in Bastrop a bunch of
times. We tried to get stuff started. We had shows that people showed up for and ones they didn’t
show up for. Texas is kind of hard to get things going. East Texas seems to be a lot better. There are
a lot more bluegrass bands in East Texas and around Houston. There are more in far East Texas than
around here. We hosted Bill Monroe. When he did the Austin City Limits taping we took them out
to dinner. That was a real treat. I got to talk to him and Kenny Baker. I think (Butch) Robins was playing banjo and I don’t remember who was playing bass. He actually drank a glass of wine. He was a
teetotaler you know. He talked about the good old days. It was fun, really, really fun.
Do you remember much else about the conversations?
He talked about Bill Mack’s radio show up in Dallas. Bill Mack had the truck driver thing on that big
AM radio station up in Dallas. I can’t remember much else.
When did you start playing banjo?
I was probably 16 or 17. I’m 62 now so that’s quite a few years back. I don’t play anything else.
You said earlier that you came to Austin. Where were you from?
I was born in Austin but I grew up in Kerrville. I went to High School in Kerrville, then went to
Schreiner College, and went to Dental School in San Antone. We came to Austin in ’75 and came to
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Bastrop in ‘77.
Did you start your practice in Bastrop in ’77?
Yes. I saw all those bluegrass festivals that Rod Kennedy had (see the October 2012 issue for an
interview with Rod Kennedy). I was in a couple of them. I was in a little band called Backwood’s
Volunteers.
Who else was in that band.
Aw man… Frank Box, Jodi Brinegar,
John Brinegar, Suzette Brinegar.
Suzette was the daughter, right?
Yes. Suzette played bass. She played
a real good bass. The fiddle player was
Mike Spraggins. They were all from
San Antonio. We got to back up Mac
Wiseman and Chubby Wise at the festival. Rod Kennedy was nice enough
to let me get up there and play my old
loud obnoxious style of banjo playing
that I like to do.
Did you have the banjo that you own
now back then?
No.
What were you playing back then?
I was playing a RB-250. The bowtie. I got it for my High School graduation.
Who were some of your teachers?
Mainly I learned from Earl Scruggs book and tablature, listening to records…slowing them down
to 16. There was a math teacher there in the High School who played banjo. He got me started and
got me interested in it. I spent a lot of time with him. He showed me some chords.
What was his name?
Gene Ball. Yes, he’s the guy that got me started. We always have to have a mentor of some kind.
He wasn’t advanced but boy he sounded awfully good to me back then.
Scruggs style?
He picked a lead with his index finger a lot, more than his thumb, so it really wasn’t Scruggs style.
He got me started, but I grew up around music. There was always somebody over at our house. My
Dad would have people over, the Poverty Playboys is who they were. They would come over and
jam. I didn’t like it all that much back then. I thought it was hokey. Too much “Hee-haw” stuff you
know? Straw hats and overalls…I didn’t care for that stuff. But then I got to listening to people who
could really play like Earl and Alan Munde. Alan was one of my early influences. I got to see him up
in Kilgore one time. I still think he’s the greatest banjo player that’s ever lived. He can do it all.
Alan’s so talented. He’s an incredible jazz guitarist too.
I know he is…and no capo (laughing). Have you ever seen anyone play in Bb on a banjo without a
capo? I saw him do it. We were at a jam session one time and he did it. Amazing musician.
He came out to the Fayetteville jam earlier this year and he started playing a waltz in Eb. Somebody
tried to play along with him without a capo and that guy just said forget it. So it was just Alan playing
and we were all just sitting there intently listening to this absolutely beautiful tone, perfect chord substitutions, and rhythm that just draws you in.
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He’s a great guy too. He’s really down to earth with a dry sense of humor but boy he is a great musician.
Did you ever get a chance to study with him at that point?
No. I don’t think he was even teaching then. He was with Jimmy Martin when I saw him. It was
about a year before Jimmy ran him off. It was in Kilgore, TX. Jimmy Martin was there, Ralph Stanley
and the Clinch Mountain Boys with Keith Whitley and a young Ricky Skaggs. They were just a couple
of pimple-faced kids back then. There were all kinds of people there. Doc Hamilton was there. Doc
is another guy that I’ve known for a long time. Dennis (McDaniel - interviewed June 2011) I think
was there. Stone Mountain Boys with old Ed Shelton. Dave Ferguson was playing fiddle. Mitchel
Land was playing mandolin and the Lewis Family was there…Little Roy.
He’s still playing. He was out at Glen Rose not too long ago. You mentioned Ed Shelton but weren’t you
also in the Leon Valley Boys? Tell me something about that.
Yes. After I came to Bastrop, I couldn’t go back to San Antone with the Backwood Volunteers so I
got invited to play with Leon Valley Bluegrass. That was Ernest King and Tom Ludwig and a bunch of
other people. They lived up around Belton and I started playing with them. That’s where I got a lot
of playing in. I played a lot with those guys. I had to do a lot of traveling but I just loved it so much
that I’d just go up there and play any day. We played a festival up in Oklahoma and we played here,
there, and yonder. I played with them I guess from about ’78 until ’84 or ’85. That’s when I hooked
up with the Grazmatics. But I played with them for about four or five years and I enjoyed it. They
were a good bunch of guys.
Did the Grazmatics consist of you, Mike (Landscoot), Paul (Sweeney), and Tom (Ellis). Wasn’t
there another person?
They won the bluegrass band contest at
Kerrville so they had to come back the next
year. The banjo player wasn’t very dependable so they asked me to play. That was ’84
or ’85. I played with them over 20 years. We
don’t get together and play much anymore.
That was a great little band. I really enjoyed
that. And yes there was a fiddle player, Morris Crowder but he passed away about two
years into the deal so we were a quartet after
that.
I haven’t heard that name in a long time.
Old Morris, yes. He was a decent fiddle
player. Yep….
The Grazmatics played at the festival in Nacogdoches.
Yes we entered the band contest up there. I think we came in third or something like that.
They had flatpicking as part of the contest too and Michael won that didn’t he?
First or second, I don’t remember. Yep.
Did you ever enter into a banjo contest?
I entered a contest in Kilgore one time and came in second or third. I entered the contest up in
Kerrville one time and…well…see I think Ron Block was there and Mark Maniscalco…so I didn’t do
too good there (laughing). That’s about the only two that I can remember.
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Tell me about your banjo. You have a really unique banjo. What’s the story behind it.
It’s a 1927 Gibson Florentine. It’s an archtop. It’s an original. Tom Ellis made the neck for it.
Wasn’t the Florentine a tenor banjo?
Yes. I had the neck but it burned up in the house fire. How I got it…I was sitting in the office one
day and this guy comes in and says. “I heard you play the banjo” and I said yes, I make some noise on
one. He says, “I got this old banjo that I want to show you”. I was thinking…yea right…so I said, “let’s
see it”. About an hour later he comes dragging this old case in there and there was this gold plated
Gibson banjo. Man I was drooling like a cow thinking about sugar cubes so I said, “you wouldn’t
want to sell it would you?” He said, “No I wouldn’t”. And I said, “oh please!!! (then almost screaming)
Please let me buy it!!!” (laughing). I couldn’t stand it anymore. So what I wound up doing is trading
him out a whole bunch of dental work. And he needed a bunch of dental work and I needed that
banjo. So that’s how we did it. Then I got Tom Ellis to add the neck to it.
What was the current neck modeled after?
The Florentine. Florentine had their own style of neck. It had the checkerboard binding and on
the fingerboard…
I mean, did Tom use the tenor neck as a model?
OK, I see. No. He matched the paint on the resonator. But the
peghead and the fingerboard is totally different. All the Florentines had an ice cream cone out of rhinestones put on it. I didn’t
want that. You know Loyd (Loar) well, the Florentines had either
the ice cream cone or a lyre. This one had the ice cream cone. I
had that neck but I lost it in the fire and I didn’t get it out. It’s kind
of sad.
You were able to save your dad’s guitar too.
Yes and all my other banjos. I’ve got three others besides that
one. They were the first things to come out of the house.
How do you like your new house?
I love it. I’m crazy about it. I can’t wait to get there when I come
home from work. It’s quiet. We’re out by ourselves, out in the
country on 98 acres.
Wow. That’s plenty.
I love it.
When you were first learning the banjo how often did you practice?
I was a student, going to college, and I would play in these little
bands like the Backwood’s Volunteers and I also had a job at a Shakey’s Pizza Palor (laughing) where
every Friday night I’d get twenty bucks. I’d play with this guy that played piano. I got to play every
week and I got to play three or four hours. What helped me most was playing with other people.
Just sitting there trying to play something, by yourself, is almost impossible. You have to hear it.
You have to see other people do it. You have to hear the rhythm, or I do. Playing with other people
is what brought me along.
So you’ve played now for thirty or forty years, do you still practice?
No. No, I really don’t. I don’t practice near enough and I can tell. Now that I don’t play with the
Grazmatics I can tell that I’m slipping a little bit.
What goes first? Timing?
It’s just not as clean. The speed is still there but speed’s not everything. It’s hitting clear notes with
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good timing. Timing is just about everything, especially if you are playing the banjo.
You mentioned Alan but who are some of your other influences?
Earlier J.D. Crowe when I was listening to Jimmy Martin. I heard that song “Guitar Pickin’ President”
back in the 60’s on the radio and I’m pretty sure that was J.D. Crowe, I’m not positive. That always
struck a chord up here. I saw Flatt and Scruggs on TV one time and that’s what really floored me.
Earl.
I had a friend showed me a poster where Flatt & Scruggs were the headliners and they were playing over
at A&M and about four names down below them was Elvis Pressley. Of course that was in the mid-50’s.
So, your playing style today…do you still hear traces of J.D.’s style in your playing?
Well, I like J.D.’s playing. I like Kenny Ingram’s playing. They play with a lot of drive and with a lot of
volume. I like that guy that plays with the Radio Ramblers, that Joe Mullins. I love his banjo playing
and I love his backup work. He’s a great banjo player. I still love Alan Munde.
What about chromatic style players?
I don’t do chromatic stuff because I just never learned it. I just never wanted to pick it up. I like
Scruggs style. I like Ralph Stanley. I talked about that Kilgore festival a minute ago. I saw Alan with
Jimmy Martin and I think Buck White and the Down Home Folks were there too. Buck would get
up there and give this right-wing speech, kind of like Ricky Skaggs does with the Christian stuff on
stage and a bunch of people would leave and then they would start playing and everybody would
come on back. It was interesting that that was the first festival I ever went to. I think that’s where
Skaggs first met Sharon White, Buck’s daughter. It was ’69 I think.
Was there a pretty good size crowd?
No. No, the guy lost his butt on it. Roy Lee Centers was there too. He was a great lead singer that
sounded a lot like Carter Stanley.
I did an interview with Rolf Sieker in July 2011. During the interview he said that you and he had put
together some recordings about four or five months ago. I asked him about it and he said that he was
still trying to find the right mandolin player. Is there any update on that?
You know as much as I do about it. That was the last thing he told me too. I don’t know if he gave
up on it or what (laughing). I hadn’t seen him in a while. He’s such a great player.
Did you say that you played music with your Dad?
Oh yea, around the house mostly. He was a fiddle player and a guitar player. My grandfather was
a banjo player but I never did know him. He died back in 1939. I never got to know him but I know
that he played banjo and fiddle. My Dad would get these people over and they’d sit around and
jam. Of course I would leave because I couldn’t stand the sound of it.
What was your grandfather’s name?
Same as mine, Luther Ross, Luther Wayne Ross. He was the first, my Dad was second and I’m the
third.
You say he played banjo, was it a tenor?
I think he played clawhammer. I don’t know if it was a five-string or what. I think my Dad said that
he played the clawhammer style but he was a fiddler also.
After the fire you mentioned to me that you had lost a spur that belonged to one of your grandparents;
was that his spur?
No, well, yes, it was one of his relatives that had the spur and they were on the Chisholm Trail. Yep,
lost that too. Went back and looked for it. Never did find it.
Y’all lost a bunch of old photos and keepsakes too.
Oh yea. Lost a bunch of antique furniture too. That’s the way it goes.
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Well it gives you an opportunity to start over with all new stuff now. I guess you feel like you’re a Phoenix. Are you doing any other playing with other bands?
I played with Jeff Robertson for a little while. We did that gig down in Goliad with you. I don’t get
to play on a regular basis but I play a little bit at church. I’m glad to get to play with anybody now. I
love the thing over at Fayetteville. Good jams. I haven’t been up in Austin to jam in a while. I went
to Artz a lot for the picks but I haven’t been to Scholz’s yet.
I feel real fortunate with the level of musicians that come out to Fayetteville. I’ve had more than one
person tell me that the level of musicianship has gone up in the past couple of years. It seems like every
weekend more great musicians are showing up.
Your slow jams are important. That’s how you keep the music going. We all started somewhere. I
was really rank when I got started. It took me a year to learn how to play Cripple Creek. But I didn’t
play anything before I played the banjo so that’s all I know. Man it was tough, it was a struggle for
about a year. When I first learned that song I played it over…and over…and over…and over and my
two sisters and my parents would say, “God, get out of here! Go somewhere else! Or else learn how
to play something else, PLEASE!”
There were early jams out at St. Michaels.
Oh yea. I went to a lot of those. Peter Rowan showed up there one time.
That’s cool. I sure wish he would still get out every now and then. So, are you going to continue your
dental business?
Oh yea. I got a ways to go yet. I’m 62. I’d like to work until I’m 66 and then I’ll be eligible for Medicare and can start taking Social Security, if it’s still there (laughing).
And you’ll always have a banjo.
Yes, I’ll always play. I love it. It keeps me sane.
You were on some of the albums with Leon Valley, I don’t remember ever seeing a Grazmatics CD, did
y’all put something out?
No, well, we had gone down to a studio and laid down some rhythm tracks, we were going to come
back in and do the lead, and we were looking for a fiddle player and never could get one…so it just
kind of died. I taped something we did at KUT. They used to have that live set at KUT where you
could go down and play for about an hour. We did a couple of those but we never did any recordings.
Is there a L. Wayne Ross the fourth?
No. There’s a Ray Ross who is now 22. He lives in San Antone.
Does he play music?
He doesn’t play any instruments. He’s a truck driver. He likes to race trucks. Quarter mile. He’s
working for a diesel truck business that does all that after market stuff. They do all the fancy headache racks and souped up the engines. That’s what he’s into. He’s got a truck that he races. They’ve
got their little circuit. It’s not as big as NASCAR or Indy but they have their own little circuit. If you
win so and so you get sponsors and get to go up to the Nationals and he’s been on TV with it. He
doesn’t play any music. He plays golf and races trucks. That’s what he likes to do.
Doc, I appreciate you doing this interview. I know there are a lot of people that have seen you at jams
or playing with the Grazmatics so I know they’ll be interested in reading about you. It’s nice to be able to
sit down with the folks that started the Central Texas Bluegrass Association and help keep it going today.
You’re one of those guys.
Well it was mainly Ted Miller that got it going but I appreciate that. I’m just honored that you asked.
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CTBA’s Financials for 2012
CTBA Account Balances - As of 11/23/2012
As of 11/23/2012

11/23/2012

12/31/2011
Balance

Account

11/23/2012
Balance

Page 1

Banking Summary - YTD

11/23/2012

Bank Accounts
1/1/2012 through 11/23/2012 1,960.80
Checking
PayPal
2,396.12
TOTAL Bank Accounts
4,356.92
Asset Accounts
Money Market Account
TOTAL Asset Accounts
OVERALL TOTAL

10,332.54
10,332.54

Category

INCOME
Band Membership
Business Membership
Digital Distribution
Donations Received
Internet Merchandise Sold
Lifetime Membership
Membership
Merchandise Sales
Newsletter Advertising Sales
Other Inc
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
Advertising
Annual Post Office Box
Ballot Expenses
Bank Charges
Cost of Goods
Other
TOTAL Cost of Goods
Donations Given
Newsletter Expense
Paypal Fee
Petty Cash
Professional Ass'n Membership
Sales Tax Liability
Scholarships Awarded
TOTAL EXPENSES
OVERALL TOTAL

3,266.22
1,616.86
4,883.08

10,433.97
10,433.97

1/1/2012-

11/23/2012 15,317.05
14,689.46

805.00
350.00
30.87
1,127.49
12.89
600.00
2,117.00
1,513.00
250.00
1,115.39
7,921.64

1,352.00
136.00
106.23
14.50
518.20
518.20
1,500.00
2,098.40
98.02
0.00
535.00
94.63
942.50
7,395.48
526.16

Page 1
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Listing of Newsletter “Artist Profiles”, “Meet A
Member”, & “Scholarship Recipients”
2010			
Meet a Member				
March								
April									
May			
Thomas Chapmond				
June 		
Stacy Holt					
July 			
Barbara & David Brown			
August		
Eddie & Pat Zihlman			
September		
Ray Cargo					
October		
Al James					
November		
Tracy Sloan					
December		
Rixi Rosenberg				
2011
January		
Keith Davis					
February		
Gloria Brashaw				
March		
Jeff White					
April			
Bruce Mansbridge & Elaine Kant		
May			
Jerry & Carol Rabun				
June			
Doug & Sheryl Sultenfuss 			
July			
Bryce Koslan					
August		
Chuck Middleton				
September		
Alan Corlew					
October		
Tom Duplissey				
November		
Jay Blincoe					
December		
The Schuttger Family			
2012
January		
Mike Moore					
February		
Duane Calvin				
March		
Bob Bourgeois				
April			
Mike Stroup					
May			
Coleman Stephens				
June			
George Rios					
July			
Mary Conn					
August		
Jim Shaffer					
September		
Stephen Mangold				
October		
Jacob Roberts				
November		
Lyndal Cannon				
December		
Bob Vestal					

Artist Profile
Danny Barnes
Dan Huckabee
The Carper Family
The Lost Pines
Jeff Robertson
Gerald Jones
Chasing Blue
Jim Hurst
The Upham Family
Chris Hirsch
David Hamburger
Billy Bright
MilkDrive
Sierra Hull
Tom Ellis
Dennis McDaniel
Rolf & Beate Sieker
Doc Hamilton
Steve Smith
Phil Elliott
James Shelton
Eddie Collins
The Lost Pines
Piney Grove Ramblers
Karen Abrahams
Christy & The Plowboys
Earl Scruggs Memorial
In Memory of Doug Dillard
Elliott & Janice Rogers
Austin Steamers
Geoff Union
Air Cargo
Rod Kennedy
L. Wayne Ross

Scholarship Recipients 2004 - Finn Lynch, 2005 - Christopher Quinters, 2006 - Amy Bell, 2007 Riley Mathews, Jill Corley, Tyler Colley and Erika Richardson, 2009 - Bethany Rankin and Brett Hawthorne , 2010 - Adam Greer, John Peyton “JP” Shafer, and Devin Paynkewicz, 2011 - Josh, Aaron and
Micah Upham & Susannah Armstrong , 2012 - Mandy Greer, Sam Armstrong
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BLUEGRASS JAMS!!!

LEAGUE CITY
Jam & Show
3rd Sat: Jam 5 PM (BABA Sponsored) Show 6:30 PM Jan- Nov.
Contact: Rick Kirkland (President) (281) 488-2244

AUSTIN
Bluegrass Beginner/Intermediate JAM (CTBA Sponsored)
3418 North Lamar; 2nd & 4th Saturdays; slow jam, 2pm to 4pm; intermediate jam 4pm to 6 pm.
Also 1st & 3rd Thursdays 7pm at Bruce Mansbridge
Call Steve Mangold (512) 345-6155 for info on all Austin jams
Scholtz’s Garden every Sunday afternoon until ?

LLANO
Bluegrass All Levels JAM 4th Sat (except Nov. & Dec.):
5:30 PM The Badu House
Bluegrass Beginner/Intermediate 1st & 3rd Tue.
7:00 PM First Presbyterian Church
Contact: Jeff White (325) 248-4114

BELLVILLE
Jam & Show (Spring Creek Club Sponsored)
Jan. thru Sept 4th Sat; 4pm JAM, 6:30 pm SHOW, Coushatte RV
Ranch
(979) 865-5250 bluegrass221@peoplepc.com www.springcreekbluegrass.com
BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION
Monday’s 6-9PM, JJ. Cody’s, 3610 S. College
www.brazoscountrygrass.com
FAYETTEVILLE
2nd Sat, April—November, starts at 6 PM, on the Courthouse Square
info@texaspickinpark.com www.texaspickinpark.com
FIELD CREEK
1st Sat each mo, Field Creek Music - 6: PM Field Creek is between Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info call Bill Tuckness 325 247 3223
GEORGETOWN
every Thursday at Duke’s BBQ, 5:30 to 7:30pm,
512-869-8076 or sigi@sigi.us (www.jrfnet.net/rr)
GARLAND
Saturday, March- Nov, 7:30PM between Main & State St at 6th,
GLEN ROSE
every 3rd Sat. at Oakdale Park in Glen Rose

MANCHACA
Manchaca Railroad Bar-B-Q, FM 1626, Every Thursday 6:30-9:00PM
Contact: Dave (512) 680-4433
MEDINA
2nd Tuesday - Each Month, All Gospel Jam 6: PM,
first Baptist Church - Medina, Tx, Call Linda Barton for info, 830 589
2486
PEARL
JAM & SHOW,
1st Sat: Jam all day
Contact: Ronald Medart (254) 865-6013 www.pearlbluegrass.com
ROUND ROCK
Danny Ray’s Music, 12 Chisholm Trail, RR, Third Saturday 2:00 PM
SAN ANTONIO
1st, 3rd, usually 5th Tuesday. 6:30 - 8:30, Grady’s BBQ on Nakoma @
281. Contact: Sheryl - ssultenfuss(at)gmail.com
SHULENBURG
RV Park Clubhouse 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 6:30-9:00PM
Contact: Loretta Baumgarten (979) 743-4388 Camp@SchulenburgRVPark.com
WIMBERLEY
Fri 8-12 PM, Rolling House Clubhouse
Contact: Mike Bond

HARWOOD
JAM & Stage Show (Pot Luck too!)
3rd Sat, 2-9 PM, 9 mi. E. of Luling, Hwy 90
Contact: Tony Conyers (512) 601-1510 or (512) 940-3731
HONDO
1st Friday each mo., Hondo Hootenanny, starts at 11 AM- Hondo Community Center, 1014 18th st, Hondo, Tx Info 830 426 2831
JOHNSON CITY
At The Dome, 702 W. Main St., HWY 290 W.
Johnson City, TX
Contact: Charlene Crump
Cell: 512-632-5999

Multi-Educational
Cross Cultural
Arts Association
MECCA is a 501c(3) nonprofit educational organization that teaches music &
dance to adults and children. We provide ethnic/cultural/patriotic music and
dance groups for civic, schools, churches, and club programs events.
Phone: 254-526-9464
e-mail: dfkott@aol.com
YouTube channel: mecatx

Teaching the Children of the World to Dance,
Sing and Play Musical Instruments
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CTBA Bluegrass Bands
The 145s

David Diers
www.the145smusic.com
512-814-5145

Air Cargo

Ray Cargo
raybo@raylcargo.com

Alan Munde Gazette
Bill Honker
(214) 693-1620
bhonker@gmail.com

Bluebonnet Pickers
Brooks Blake
(830) 798-1087

BuffaloGrass

Don Inbody
(512) 295-6977
don@inbody.net

Carper Family Band

Jenn Miori
carperfamilyband@gmail.com

Chasing Blue

(512) 963-7515
suzoleson@aol.com

Allen Hurt & The Mountain Showmen

Christy & the Plowboys

Allen Hurt (Sherman, TX)
(469) 236-4190
www.allenhurt.com

Christy Foster
(512) 452-6071
christyfoster@earthlink.net

Austin Steamers

David & Barbara Brown

Joe Sundell
(501)416-4640
www.theaustinsteamers.com

361-985-9902 (Corpus Christi)
ddbrown@grandecom.net

Bee Creek Boys

Wil Wilson
duelinghearts@att.net

Jim Umbarger
(512) 922-5786
info@beecreekboys.com

Better Late Than Never
Duane Calvin
(512) 835-0342

Blacktop Bend

George Rios
(512) 619-8536
blacktopbend@yahoo.com

Blue Creek String Band
Thomas Chapmond
tchapmond@gmail.com
(512) 791-3411

Blue Skyz Band

Mike Lester
(210) 913-9597
www.blueskyzband.com

Dueling Hearts
Eddie Collins

(512) 873-7803
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@austin.rr.com

Grazmatics

Wayne Ross
512-330-2188
lwayneross@gmail.com

Hem & Haw

Ben Hodges & Jenn Miori
hemandhawmusic@gmail.com

Karen Abrahams

Babyhead Promotions
(512) 659-5256
www.karenabrahams.com

The Ledbetters

Spencer Drake (830) 660-2533
kthdrake@wildblue.net
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The Lost Pines

Shawn Spiars

Manchaca All-Stars

String Beans

Talia Bryce (512) 814-5134
thelostpines@gmail.com
www.lostpinesband.com
Ben Buchanan
(512) 282-2756
manchacaallstars@ email.com

Missing Tradition

Diana & Dan Ost
512-848-1634
missingtradition@gmail.com

Out of the Blue
Jamie Stubblefield
(512) 923-4288
jamie5011@aol.com

Piney Grove Ramblers
Wayne Brooks
(512) 699-8282
www.pgramblers.com

Ragged Union

Geoff Union
(512) 563-9821
gunion@austin.rr.com

Randy’s Rangers

Sigi Field (512) 869-8076
www.jrfnet.net/rr
sigi@sigi.us

Robertson County Line
Jeff Robertson
(512) 629-5742
jaydubya7@yahoo.com

Rod Moag and Texas Grass
Rod Moag
(512) 467-6825
rodmoag@texas.net

The Sieker Band

Rolf & Beate Sieker
(512) 733-2857
www.siekerband.com

(512 627-3921
www.banjohangout.org/my/sspiars
sspiars@gmail.com
Mike Montgomery
mikemon@astro.as.utexas.edu

Joe Sundell & the Show & Tellers

Rebecca Patek
262-617-4152
ww.joesundellandtheshowandtellers.com/

Third Rail

Susannah Armstrong
936 870 7819
Thirdrailbluegrass@gmail.com

Steelhead String Band

Sharon Sandomirsky
ssandomirsky@austin.rr.com
(512) 619-8705

Upham Family Band

Tracie Upham
uphambluegrass@gmail.com

White Dove

Glen Beaubouef
(832) 289-7895
glen_angieb@yahoo.com

The Wimberley Bunch
Marilyn Lumia
(512) 557-2112
gus@ vownet.net

Wires and Wood

David Dyer
(210) 680-1889
daviddyer@sattx.rr.com

Woodstreet Bloodhounds

Robert Becker (Oak Park, IL)
708-714-7206
robertbecker1755@sbcglobal.net
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Membership and Advertising Rates
CTBA’s Volume 2
$10.00
(includes shipping costs to anywhere in the United States)
Contact: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org
Central Texas Bluegrass has T-shirts in a new color. They are
100% pre-shrunk cotton, high quality shirts with CTBA’s logo
on the front. Available in Black and White. Sizes are S, M, L, XL,
and XXL. Only $15.00
Take $5.00 off the advertising rates if you are already ad business member.  Copy deadline is the 15th of the month.  Publication
is on or about the 1st day of the each month.  Send electronic notices to: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org   Send payment to:
Central Texas Bluegrass Association
Attention: Editor
PO BOX 9816
Austin, TX 78766
Advertisers assume liability for all content of advertisements and from
any claims arising there from.  We reserve the right to reject advertising
for reasons of space availability or publication standards.
If you would like CTBA to review CD’s or would like us to include promo material for artists performing in Texas, please send to our email at
ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snail mail to the PO Box listed above.  

Ad Size			
FULL PAGE		
1/2 PAGE		
1/4 PAGE		
1/8 PAGE		

Price
$30.00
$15.00
$12.50
$10.00

Please Join CTBA: http://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html
Central Texas Bluegrass Association Bluegrass Newsletter
is published by the Central Texas Bluegrass Association,
a 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Texas Non-profit Corporation.
Contributions are deductible as charitable and educational donations. Work published in this Bulletin is used by
permission of the writers, artists, and photographers, who
retain all copyrights. Tom Duplissey, Editor

THE CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION IS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION WHOSE MISSION IS TO PROMOTE
BLUEGRASS MUSIC IN CENTRAL TEXAS.

Board Members:
Sam Dunn, President
Eddie Collins, Vice President
Gloria Brayshaw, Secretary
Duane Calvin, Treasurer
Rixi Rosenberg, Coleman Stephens,
Chuck Middleton , Tracie Upham, Joshua Upham
Past President - Jami Hampton

CTBA provides a link between clubs, restaurants, and other
venues and Central Texas Bluegrass musicians.

Our members range from listeners and lovers of bluegrass
music to world-class professional musicians who all have the
same desire: to promote the music.

CTBA sponsors jams, workshops, provides scholarships to
needy musicians, donates to other non-profit organizations,
supports radio stations that promote bluegrass music & musicians, and provide festival venues for our listeners and fans of
bluegrass music to enjoy. KEEP ON PICKIN’
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Support Texas music and get an “Enjoy Texas Music” license plate!
Funds received through your purchase of the “Enjoy Texas Music” license plate
will help make grants to benefit music-related educational and community programs sponsored by Texas non-profit organizations (like CTBA!!!).

Randall’s Good Neighbor Program
The process to get this started is a bit of a pain, but it makes donating to CTBA, your local schools, or
your favorite non-profit organizations very, very easy. Just go to the link below, print the form and fill it
out, enter CTBA’s code 9735, and take to your local Randall’s store:
http://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_austin.pdf

Central Texas Bluegrass Association
P.O. Box 9816
Austin, Texas 78766

ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org
Phone: (512) 415-3177

