
By Tom Duplissey

Alright all you pickers....the Texas Flatpicking & Banjo Championships are coming up!  By now you’ve already 
got your contest tunes picked out, you have practiced until your fingers are falling off,  and you are ready to wow 
the audience and judges with your prowess.  

Yes, here it comes again.  The “Fire on the Strings” Bluegrass Festival put on by the wonderful folks at Bay 
Area Bluegrass Association (http://www.bayareabluegrass.org).  This year the successful formula kicks off with 
a Thursday night show that has The Grascals! Having just won the SPBGMA Bluegrass Band of the Year award 
in 2010,  The Grascals 
consist of Terry 
Eldredge, Jamie 
Johnson, and Terry 
Smith who  are tighter 
than ever, cutting 
loose on driving solo 
vocals with equal 
fire and passion. 
The Grascals also 
have mandolin ace 
Danny Roberts, along 
with fiddler Jeremy 
Abshire, and new 
banjo player Kristin 
Scott Benson.

The Blue River Band 
has some great vocals 
in the traditional 
bluegrass style and 
will surely impress.  

It’s good to see 
Buddy & Tina Wright 
getting back up on the 
stage.  They always 
have an excellent 
grouping of traditional 
tunes you rarely hear.

How do you like your 
bluegrass?  The Hays   
County Burn Band 
will knock your socks 
off!!!  You will always 
enjoy the music and 
antics of the Lonestar 
Bluegrass Band, 
the beautiful gospel 
of White Dove, the 
talented Greer Family, 
and others.  The workshops are held indoors in the excellent facility at the KOA Campgrounds, so you can get 
up close and personal with these really talented musicians and learn all their “secrets”.  The KOA grounds are 
clean, with lots of RV hookups, cabins, a covered pool, tent sites, wireless internet, cable TV, and lots of places 
to jam.  See you there, friends!  
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Most of you have heard by now that 
Keith Davis had his last show as 
a DJ on KOOP Radio. Keith and 
Rod Moag are two of the originators 
of “Strictly Blue-
grass” on KOOP. 
Everyone within ear-
shot or internet ac-
cess to Strictly Blue-
grass may not have 
known the face behind the name 
but Keith will be missed.  Good luck 
buddy. 

The 6th annual Hill Country Acous-
tic Music Camp (HCAMP) is gear-
ing up for another great June camp. 
Music virtuosos like world famous 
Alan Munde on Banjo, award win-

ning Fiddle play-
er Chris Dar-
ing, as well as 
Mountain Dulci-
mer great Sue 
Carpenter are 
only a few of the 
HCAMP faculty. 
Get ready for five 
days of intensive 
instrument and 

jam classes with classes suitable for 
novices to advanced skill levels in 
a variety of instruments. Songwrit-
ing and Voice classes are also of-
fered this year. HCAMP will be held 
at Schreiner University in Kerrville, 
June 2nd to 6th, 2010. Lodging is 
available on campus, RV parks, or 
local motels and B&B’s. Camp de-
tails, faculty and registration infor-
mation are available at www.hcamp.
org or call Bob Miller at 830-459-
2120.   Sign up today to reserve a 
seat at HCAMP. 

The Ghost Ranch 
in Santa Fe, NM is 
having their First 
Annual Ghost Ranch Bluegrass 
Camp, May 19-23. They have Sally 
Van Meter and Matt Flinner on the 
faculty along with several others.  
Can’t find a better setting. 

The City of Farmers Branch along 
with our friends at the Bluegrass 
Heritage Foundation have put to-
gether a first rate FREE blue-
grass event called the Bloomin’ 
Bluegrass Festival. The lineup 
includes some really great acts.  
Headlining is Rhonda Vincent & 

the Rage, J.D. Crowe & The 
New South, The Travelin’ Mc-
Coury’s with Dan 
Tyminski, the Sel-
dom Scene, Claire 
Lynch Band, Jim 
Hurst, Jeff and 
Vida, and High-
lands Crossing.  The event is 
scheduled for October 15-16, 
2010.  

Full Light Records will release 
a special two-disc set of Darrell 
Scott entitled “A Crooked Road,” 
on May 25th. 

The Bluegrass 
Blog is a good web 
location to find out 
what is happening 
in the bluegrass 
community.  Jim 
Lawless, who also 

runs Accutab, has the web site 
chocked full of stories and links to 
a vast number of events around 
the country.  Check it out.

If you are looking for new blue-
grass CDs and you aren’t sure 
where to turn, take a look at the 

web site Music Shed.  For new 
releases look under “New Addi-
tions”.  At last look there were 
new CD’s from Audie Blalock & 
Redline, Josh Williams, Chris 
Jones, my personal favorite 
songwriter: Mark (Brink) Brink-
man.  Sawmill Road, with Texan 
Steve Spurgin 
has two CD’s 
listed that are 
quite good. 
These are just 
a few of the ti-
tles under New 
Additions.  

You need to 
sign up soon if 
you plan to go 

Picks, Happenings, 
and Releases

to Steve Kaufman’s Acoustic 
Kamp.  The camp is a full week of 
instruction and you definitely get 
your money’s worth.  Of course 
if you can’t go all the way to TN, 
check out the flyer in this issue 
of Gerald Jones Acoustic Music 
Camp up in the Dallas area.

And speaking of the Acoustic 
Music Camp, I heard through the 
grapevine that Gerald Jones may 
bring his great three-day Camp 
to Austin in December.  Nothing 
is firmed up yet, it’s only rumor, 
but it’s a good one.

Salmon Lake, The Texas Pickin’ 
Park, Lone Grove 
(near Llano), and 
Artz Rib House all 
have big jams the 
second weekend of 
May.  Designed for 
Beginners and In-
termediate players the Artz jam is 
run by Steve Mangold (& Jacque) 
and The Texas Pickin’ Park jam 
is led by Fred & Sue Knorre.  

The Central Texas Bluegrass 
Band Scramble and Garage 
Sale dates are set for Saturday, 
July 3rd, 2:00-6:30pm at Artz Rib 
House. CTBA is seeking dona-
tions to be sold at the Garage 
Sale. If you have CDs, DVDs, In-
structional material, new sets of 
strings, that dusty pre-war Mar-
tin that you never play, or other 
musical items that would be of 
value to others, please consider 
donating them.  All donations are 
tax deductible.  Contact Eddie 
Collins (512) 873-7803 or Jami 
Hampton (512) 658-3451 to ar-
range to have your items picked 
up.
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June 11–12, 
2010 
 

Friday, 1–10:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 12:30–11:30 
p.m. 
 

Overton, Texas, City Park 
 

Friday, $15 
Saturday, $20 
Both days, $25 
Students half price, 
children under 16 free  
with an adult 
 
Fun for the whole family, 
including a pancake 
breakfast, arts & crafts, a 
golf course, great food 
vendors, a swimming pool 
and children’s activities 
 

Keep your receipts from 
any Overton business for 
door prize drawings! 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
 

Music workshops Saturday 
Music rain or shine! 
 

Bring your lawn chairs 

Alecia 
Nugent 

Friday 

The Darrell 
Webb Band 

Saturday 

Gold 
Heart 

Friday & Saturday 

Volume 
Five 

Friday & Saturday 

Marty Raybon 
and Full Circle 

Saturday 

Hickory Hill 
Friday & Saturday 

Bowles Creek 
Friday & Saturday 

www.overtonbluegrass.com 
 

Ticket info: 903.895.4336     RV reservations: 903.834.7226     E-mail: overtonbgf@embarqmail.com 

Robert E. Lee Texas Swing Fiddlers 
Saturday 

Pick’N Grass 
Saturday 

Appointed 
Friday & Saturday 
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Marty Raybon 
to play at 
Overton
Marty Rayborn is the founder and 
former lead singer of the Gram-

my award-win-
ning hit group 
S h e n a n d o a h . 
Marty Raybon 
offers a full 
spectrum of vo-
cal entertain-
ment. His talents 
are unsurpass-

able, whether he’s singing coun-
try, gospel or his personal favorite, 
bluegrass. He led Shenandoah 
to 22 singles on the Billboard Hot 
Country Songs charts, including 
thirteen number one singles.  At 
Overton Bluegrass Festival he will 
be joined by the band Full Circle.  
Marty’s latest CD, “At His Best” 
offers listeners an opportunity to 
hear why his voice has garnered 
him so many awards.  The third 
track, “Daddy’s Phone”, is well 
likely to win another award.

Darin & Brooke 
Aldridge
Traditional bluegrass fans will 
enjoy this delightful CD from 

these young newlyweds singing 
and playing a rich combination 
of bluegrass, bluegrass gospel, 
and country duets. Their rich har-
monies, supported by a first rate 
band, showcase two fine individ-
ual voices which blend to form a 
superb combination. Presenting 
songs of faith in God and love of 
each other, their communication 
with their audiences and each oth-
er is extraordinary.

The Listening Post is a forum established to monitor bluegrass musical recordings, 
live performances, or events in Texas.  Our mailbox sometimes contains CDs for us 
to review.  Here is where you will find reviews of the CD’s Central Texas Bluegrass 

Association receives as well as reviews of live performances or workshops.

Two High String - Hot Texas Bluegrass  Burrito

The Listening Post

Photo by - Pete & the Wonder Egg

Ricky Skaggs at Gruene Hall (4/1/2010) 
Bluegrass From The Edge

By George Wilson

Tracy (Sloan) showed up at the 
Tuesday jam and told us that Ricky 
Skaggs was playing Gruene Hall 
Thursday. That’s April 1st, is she 
kidding? Wow, top acts don’t play 
these parts that often and when 
they do it’s usually in Austin. My 
mandolin playing buddy, Brian 
Walker, and I check for tickets 
on-line and grab a couple, noting 
the warning that all seating is 

obstructed view – if you want to 
see the band you have to stand.

So Thursday after work we 
tool up to Gruene. Gruene Hall 
is the centerpiece of this tourist 
destination by day and music 
mecca at night. Most any time 
you’re in Gruene during the day 
you can duck into Gruene Hall and 
get a beer and take a break. You’ll 
find it’s a traditional Texas dance 
hall with a prominent stage, open 
windows and wooden dance floor. 
Tonight we clear our tickets and 
check the scene out. Most of the 

picnic tables are already full. There 

“This was...
more insightful 
into how that 
music stirred 

the people who 
lived quiet lives 
and worked the 
fields and the 

mines” 

(continued on next page)

Central Texas audiences know 
Two High String Band (THSB) 
as the premier Austin bluegrass 
band.  Anyone that attended 
the recent RiceGrass festival in 
Fischer, TX will tell you that the 
intensity and craftsmanship of 
this band will have you going 
back to see them time and time 
again.  At the core of this band 
are Billy Bright, Geoff Union, and 
Brian Smith. These three great 
musicians remain committed to 
the traditional bluegrass sound of 

their roots. 

“Hot Texas Bluegrass Burrito” 
features the great mando work 
of Billy Bright as well as the awe-
some guitar work of Geoff and 
Brian.  Additionally, for the CD 

THSB brought in banjo legend 
Alan Munde along with Mark Ru-
bin and fiddler savant Erik Hok-
kanen.  Listeners at RiceGrass 
were able to see THSB with Tom 
Ellis on bass and the excellent 
fiddle of Mike Montgomery per-
forming several songs including 
several from the “Hot Texas Blue-
grass Burrito” CD.  
The crafty instrumental “Jerusa-
lem’s Cafe” gives a tip of the hat 
to Monroe’s classic Jerusalem’s 
Ridge but takes off on a musical 
journey that showcases the fan-
tastic virtuosity of this band.  Also 
heard at RiceGrass and on this 
CD were Billy’s “East.Compton 
Blues” and Alan’s “Lazy Bird”.  
Geoff Union provides several 
originals on this CD that are all ex-
cellent!  After growing up in North 
Carolina and getting his degree in 
Music from Wesleyan University, 
Geoff hightailed it to Austin and 
continues to impress audiences 
world-wide with his guitar playing 
and songwriting.
Pick it up at their web site, Ama-
zon or iTunes.
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Old Settlers Music 
Festival (4/15-18/10)

For the second year in a row crowds would 
not be deterred by the rains at Camp Ben and 
the 23rd Old Settlers Music Festival.  Bluegrass 
music was on every stage with Doyle Lawson 
& Quicksilver, the fabulous and extremely 
talented Infamous Stringdusters, Peter 
Rowan with Jody Stecher, Blue Highway, 
The Travelin’ McCourys, Alison Brown, 
Bearfoot, Special Consensus and many 
more.  This year was rich with traditional and 
comtemporary bluegrass acts.  Central Texas 
Bluegrass Association was proud to co-sponsor 
this years festival.  Let’s hope they bring back 
another impressive bluegrass event next year.  
Thanks Old Settlers and OSMF volunteers!!!

Texas Pickin’ Park 
Opening Weekend  
(4/10/10)

The Texas Pickin’ Park kicked off its “Second 
Weekend of the Month” jam by having a potluck 
dinner and a great stage show.  The show was 
well attended by both musicians and listeners.  
The directed jam started around 1:00pm led by 
Fred & Sue Knorre.  There were several really 
good local bands playing.   The Central Texas 
Bluegrass Association band Bryan Byrne 
and Borrowed Time kicked things off.  New 
Fayetteville resident Jeff Graham and his band 
showed why Jeff is sought after for his fiddling.  
Central Texas Sunshine was just what the 
name implies.  They kept the weather absolutely 
beautiful.  Chinquapin Flats, Sidemen for 
Hire, and the Wabash Ramblers rounded out 
the lineup.  

There was some mighty fine jams going on 
around the square.  It got a little nippy Saturday 
night but the jammers kept going inside the old 
firehouse and around on the backside.  Texas 
Pickin’ Park plans to have more bands perform 

during the June weekend.  Contact Dorothy 
if your band is interested in playing at info@
texaspickinpark.com.

(cont from previous page) are 
about twenty people sitting 
on the floor. 

Twenty past eight, the 
opening act 
is on the 
stage and 
the standing 
crowd is 
starting to 
gather. We 
take our 
place about 
eight rows 
deep. Ricky 
is coming on 
at nine thirty 
so we take 
on a beer 
to ease through the time. I 
check out the seated crowd 
and I sense their irritation. 
They got there early to get a 
good seat and everybody is 
just standing in front of them. 
In some ways there’s an 
expectation that a Bluegrass 
concert means sitting in lawn 
chairs and just listening – not 
tonight though.

As time draws near I 
contemplate the setting. 
Ricky Skaggs went back in 
time, back to Bluegrass from 
country stardom. So maybe 

tonight we’re going back in 
time too. Back to when people 
crammed into high school 
auditoriums and grange halls 

to hear the latest hot pickers. 
Up close, very personal, see 
the sweat on the players and 
feel the sweat on yourself. 
Ricky Skaggs and Kentucky 
Thunder take the stage with 
a few moments of “Hello” and 
“Glad to be here” and then off 
into “How Mountain Girls Can 
Love.”

For an hour and a half 
they just burned through the 
music. The crowd was clearly 
with them, hanging on every 
break and singing on most 
of the choruses. We’ve seen 

bands ‘phone it in’ but, unless 
they’re also award caliber 
actors, the RS&KT were 
clearly into the session too. 

An hour 
and a half 
w i t h o u t 
a rest 
until short 
b rea ther 
b e f o r e 
t h e i r 
e n c o r e 
and then 
t h e y 
played two 
songs and 
said they 
would be 

back again. 
For Gruene Hall, the crowd 

was pretty tame but for 
Bluegrass it was something 
I’d never experienced. Often 
a Bluegrass show is an 
exhibition observed from a 
comfortable lawn chair. This 
was much more visceral, 
more organic and more 
insightful into how that music 
stirred the people who lived 
quiet lives and worked the 
fields and the mines. 

Eddie Collins w/the A-list Players (4/2/2010)
Story continued by George 
Wilson.

Less than twenty four hours 
later and we were back at 
it again, though in a truly 
genteel setting. This time 
we went to the previously 
planned house concert at 
Tracy and Michele’s. Tracy 
is the new San Antonio rep 
on the CTBA board and de-
termined to make Bluegrass 
an important part of the San 
Antonio music scene. As 
much as I liked the Gruene 
Hall experience, my old 
bones could not take too 
much of that. It’s nice to sit 
in comfortable chairs and 
listen with a quiet, attentive 
crowd.
The venue was their house 
in the historic Monticello 
Park district of San Antonio. 
They went for the gusto and 
had a pre-concert open jam 

for the assembling crowd. 
Eddie Collins kindly directed 
the jam and we had a pleas-
ant time. 
At 8:00pm the concert 
started. It was Eddie’s A-
List Players band. Besides 
Eddie, the band was Tom 
Ellis on bass and Mike 
Montgomery on fiddle plus 
Paul Glasse sitting in for 
Billy Bright on mandolin. 
No fancy lighting and no 
sound system, just some of 
the best area players laying 
it down in the living room. 
They played an ‘edge of 
Bluegrass’ program adding 
in Texas Swing and Coun-
try. Everybody had a chance 
to shine and they did. With 
one long set, followed by in-
termission for mingling and 
snacking and a final short 
set it was a pretty full eve-
ning. Not as gut checking as 
the night before but in many 

ways more accessible and 
enjoyable.
Besides Eddie’s interaction 
with the jam, the intermission 
and post concert cool down 
found us chatting with the 
band. They were extremely 
encouraging about our ef-
forts to revive San Antonio 
as a Bluegrass area. They 
were also very encouraging 
about our musical efforts, 
which seems to be common 
trait among the best players 
in the genre. Perhaps it’s the 
deeper meaning of this form 
of folk music itself and the 
need for a shared experi-
ence.
If Bluegrass is going to get 
a spot on in the San Antonio 
music scene we’re going to 
need an expanded fan base. 
This was an excellent first 
step so I hope this is not the 
last concert at their house. 
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Introduce yourself.  Tell us your 
name, a little bit about yourself, 
what city you live in, and why you 
joined CTBA.
 
Thomas Chapmond, I was raised 
in west Texas and now live in Aus-
tin, I retired from the position of 
Commissioner of the Texas De-
partment of Family and Protec-
tive Services in 2004, at which 
time I began describing myself 
as a “recovering bureaucrat and 
aspiring mandolinist”.  Since that 
time I have devoted as much time 
as possible to music: playing; lis-
tening; serving on the Kerrville 
Folk Festival board, and promot-
ing concerts at my wife’s and my 
property near Dripping Springs 
– Sycamore Creek Concerts.  I 
joined CTBA to connect with other 
musicians and increase my ability 
to jam, etc.
 
Do you play an instrument?  Which 
one?  
 
I am addicted to mandolin.  If I am 
not playing mandolin, I am think-

ing about playing mandolin.  I also 
play a little guitar.
 
What bluegrass artists do you like 
to listen to most?
 
Sam Bush is the man.  I also en-
joy the Infamous Stringdusters, 
Bill Monroe, Doyle Lawson, Ricky 
Skaggs, Tony Rice, and Chris 
Thile.  My favorite band is prob-
ably New Grass Revival.
 
What’s your all time favorite blue-
grass song?
 
I love gospel, “Skaggs and Rice” 
is probably my favorite all time al-
bum, and their acapella version of 
“Talk About Suffering” is probably 
my favorite bluegrass song.  In-
strumental favorites include “Old 
Daingerfield” and  “Jerusalem 
Ridge”.

-photo by Scott VanOsdol

Meet a CTBA Member:
Thomas Chapmond

Every now and then folks 
will  ask  “why  should  I 

join Central Texas Bluegrass 
Association?”  A decade ago 
my  answer  was,  “because 
you get this real nifty news-
letter”.     Now my answer  is 
a    little  different.        Now  I 
will tell you about the schol-
arships  for  sending  young 
artists  to  bluegrass  music 
camps.  I’ll tell you about the 
jams,  about getting  to know 
all  the people  in  the organi-
zation, and getting discounts 
to shows.  
One day I was  talking with 
an  old  friend  and  long  time 
CTBA supporter, Tom Ellis.  
I asked Tom if there was any-
thing  I  could do  to  improve 
the organization  through  the 
newsletter.  His response was 
quick and to the point.  “Yes, 
I  think  you  need  to  have  a 
column that is called ‘meet a 
member’.   There  are  people 
in  CTBA  that  I  have  never 
heard  of  and  wouldn’t  be 
able to tell you the first thing 
about them.”  
That  conversation  stuck  in 
my  head  and  I  pulled  out 
the  CTBA  membership  file 
and  slowly  went  down  the 
list.    As  I  scanned  the  list, 
I  thought  about  each  per-
son.   Then I  lit on the name 
Thomas  Chapmond.    I  had 
been  introduced  to  Thomas 
by way of either Will Glover 
or  Prescott  Christian.    One 
thing I knew for certain was 
that I didn’t know a one sin-
gle  thing about Thomas, ex-
cept that he played the man-
dolin.  I thought about it for 
a  minute  and  decided  that 
it was  a  great  idea  to  select 

a mandolin  player  since  the 
idea for this column was gen-
erated  by  the maker  of    the 
finest  mandolins  available 
anywhere, and they are made 
right  here  in  Central  Texas.  
Yes,  I’m  talking  about  the 
extraordinary mandolins cre-
ated by Tom Ellis.   
We  are  very  fortunate  to 
have  instrument makers  like 
Tom Ellis and his team of ex-
cellent  luthiers  living  in  the 
Central Texas  area  and call-
ing Austin  their  home.    Just 
about  every  guitar  on  the 
market has Ellis parts.  Look 
at the headstock on a Gibson, 
Collins, Santa Cruz, or Tay-
lor  (to  name  a  few)  and  the 
nameplate  was  created  in  a 
small shop in Austin, TX by 
the Ellis team.  
Tom  isn’t  one  to  blast  his 
name  around  or  to  boast 
about  his  products  inces-
santly, he  just  simply has  to 

show you one of his fine in-
struments  and  it will  do  the 
talking all by itself.  
You  might  be  able  to  play 
one of  his mandolins  if  you 
head over to Fiddler’s Green. 
One of these days, I hope to 
own one too!

Fort Parker Flying Field is getting ready 
to take off with their first bluegrass music 

festival.  

Check out Cabin 10 for information on the 
Rice Festival coming up later this year.  The 

lineups are always awesome.
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ROMP
   

JUNE 23-26
  OWENSBORO 
    KENTUCKY

Come to ROMP to 
hear their stories 
and their music.  
Visit and jam with 
these historic artists 
who make Bluegrass 
amazing... all in one 
place at one time! 

Bluegrass Masters

Arts & Crafts

Workshops
Trade Show

Jams

New Exhibits

1-Day Ticket: $20 Adv/$25 Gate 
Deep Discounts for Members,       

Seniors, Students & Military
Family 4-Day Passes: $150

Family 1-Day Passes: $60
Age 12 and Under Free 

Advance  ends 6/16/10

ROMP Lineup

 
 

 
 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
Blue Grass Boys Reunion
   Filming, Storytelling & 
   Non-stop Jamming!

THURSDAY, JUNE 24
Pioneers Gathering
Pioneers & Blue Grass Boys
   Filming, Storytelling & Jams
Pete & Joan Wernick
Jam Campers
Mac Martin
Dismembered Tennesseans
Jimmy Martin, Jr.
Hall of Fame Unveiling
The Legends Concert
Pioneers & Blue Grass Boys
   Recognition Ceremony
Doc Watson, David Holt,
   & Richard Watson

FRIDAY, JUNE 25
Pioneers Storytelling
Pioneers Jam
Steel String Session
Jack Hicks & Summertown Rd
Stringtown
23 Strings Band 
Professors of Bluegrass
New Appleseed Band
Michael Cleveland
Claire Lynch Band
Josh Williams Band
Dailey & Vincent
G2 Bluegrass Band

SATURDAY, JUNE 26
Rounder Retrospective
Up-N-Gone
Kings Highway
Kentucky Wild Horse
Roland White Band
KY BlueGrass AllStars
Rockin’ Acoustic Circus
Valerie Smith & Liberty Pike
Acousticure
Danny Paisley
Frank Solivan
The Isaacs
The John Cowan Band
Packway Handle Band

Forums
Camping

Tours

Film Festival #7

  
   

   
   

 in
 T    

 

  
  n  

   
   

 
    

 n

For Tickets & Info: Call 270-926-7891 or visit 
bluegrassmuseum.org
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Artist Profile:
The Carper Family
Tell us how The Carper Family got started 
playing together. 

We met at a front porch picking party in east Austin in 
the spring of 2009 when Melissa was visiting with the 
Maybelles.  Melissa “Daddy” ended up moving to Austin 
in the fall. Beth and Jenn (who coincidentally also met at 
a picking party in east Austin!) had been playing music 
together for a while in Jenny & the Corn Ponies. After 
playing a couple thrown together gigs with Daddy, we all 
couldn’t help but notice how our harmonies seemed to 
fall into place and we also all shared a love for the same 
style of sweet, old-timey country music.  After we’d been 
playing together a couple weeks we got offered a weekly 
residency at the Hole in the Wall.  It’s hard to believe that 
was only a couple months ago!

Your live performances are strong and 
energetic  but include humor and the pain and 
sorrow normally found in bluegrass and old 
time music.   What genre would your music be 
found in the record stores?  Is that the direction 
we will hear from you in future recordings?

Wherever you’d find a mix of Andrew Sisters, Carter 
Family and Hazel Dickens.  The harmony section?  I 
don’t know... we’re not purist bluegrassers and there’s 
just as much old country in our style if not more so than 
bluegrass.  We also have a bunch of swing tunes that 
we’re working up and will hopefully throw those into the 
mix too.  I think our future recordings will carry on in 
the same vein as our live performances and recorded 
material so far... new originals written by us and more of 
the obscure traditional songs we love.
 
Tell us about your new CD, “Come See Yer 
Ol’ Daddy”. Who does most of the writing and 
how do you decide which songs to perform?

We recorded the entire album live in one afternoon around 
two condenser mics in the home studio of Alex Moore 
(Lunchroom Audio).  We asked our friend Brennen Leigh 
to join us on mandolin and we love that the recording 
is all females.  Jenn’s mom says that’s why it sounds 

so good!  
C o m e 
See Yer 
Ol’ Daddy 
is a mix 
of slightly 
l e s s 
k n o w n 
traditional 
t u n e s , 
s o n g s 
w e ’ v e 
w r i t t e n , 

a n d 
there ’s 
o n e 
song on 
t h e r e 
written by our friend Todd Grebe of Cold Country.  At 
this point we’re waiting for Little Sister (Jenn) to crank 
out some tunes but Daddy and Beth do all of the song 
writing.  We love songs that are about real life and real 
pain and we choose to write and perform songs that 
about true-life experiences. 
 
Who are some of the other artists that sit in 
with the band when you perform?

Our friends!  A fun part of our show is trying to figure out 
how whoever’s sitting in with us is related to the family 
band... cousins, babies, widowed sisters-in-law, uncles, 
etc. They’re all different pickers from around town or 
friends passing through Austin with their instruments.  

We like to feature a different family member every couple 
weeks.  Brennen Leigh, Sly Barrack, Andrew Austin-
Petersen, Ben Hodges, Matt Downing, Sean Tracey, 
Eric Graves, George Carver have all been adopted by 
the Carper Family.

Where can people go to find your new CD and 
listen to your great music?

Folks can always buy our CD at our live shows or 
preview tunes from the album on our myspace page 
www.myspace.com/thecarperfamily.  We perform every 

(continued on the next page)
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(continued from previous page)
Monday 7pm to 9pm at the Hole in the Wall and play a 
couple Fridays a month at the Driskill Hotel. 

Would each of you tell us what your hobbies 
are?  

Daddy is taking wilderness skills classes and loves 
walking her sweet dog, Betty.  She is an aspiring farmer 
and has dreams of starting the Carper Family Farm some 
day.  Beth loves being a honky tonk angel and escaping 
the Texas heat every summer to go home to Alaska 
where she drives all over the state going to bluegrass 
festivals every weekend.  Jenn loves to two-step, read 
cookbooks and draw cartoons.  All 3 of us work the 
Thunderheart Bison booth at the Austin farmers market 
from time to time.  Other family hobbies are drinking 
coffee, family dinners, and busking!

Something old... Something new
By Tom Duplissey

Each month there are new CD releases by bluegrass groups or old recordings re-released that are good songs for bands to cover 
or to play in jams.  People often ask me where I find some of the weird songs that I bring to jams.  Well, it’s not always the same 
process but finding something I haven’t heard, or haven’t heard for a while is always rewarding.  So, here’s a list of some tunes 
that I would like to share it with you that I recently loaded on the iPod.  You could say its my “Top 10” picks for this month.  Enjoy!

Song Artist Album
1.  Roll on Blues Audie Blalock & Redline Audie Blalock & Redline
2.  Been All Around This World David Grisman & Jerry 

Garcia
Been All Around This World

3.  Nellie Kane Hot Rize Hot Rize
4.  Should’ve Took That Train Bradley Walker Highway of Dreams
5.  Rocky Road Blues Lonesome River Band Looking for Yourself
6.  Cold Virginia Rain Josh Williams Lonesome Highway
7.  Molly Santa Cruz & Wyatt Rice Picture in a Tear
8.  I Don’t Mean to Cry When 
You’re Gone

The Bailey Brothers & The 
Happy Valley Boys

Take me Back to Happy Valley

9.  Roll Muddy River The Grascals Long List of Heartaches 
10. Always Late (with your kiss-
es)

Lefty Frizzell Look What Thoughts Will Do

Sponsored by City of Early 

Charlotte Parrack                                
325-646-8531                           300 Early Blvd. #31 
cparrack@porb.com                   Early, Texas

The City of Early has a Bluegrass Celebration 
June 3, 4, &  5th.

Artz is the place to go in Austin to have great 
food and hear great music.  Check out the jams 

the 2nd & 4th Saturday, and every Sunday!
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Educational Opportunities, 
Workshops, Scholarships

CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
WILLA PORTER

 MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 

The CTBA is dedicated to furthering the enjoyment of bluegrass music through teaching, sharing 
and playing. Incorporated in 1978 as a Texas non-profit, tax-exempt corporation, the Association 

welcomes all bluegrass friends, fans, and pickers to become active members. 

This CTBA scholarship will cover tuition and on-site room and board (double occupancy) to allow 
two aspiring bluegrass musicians to attend an Acoustic Music Camp of their choice this coming 

summer.  

The camp should be instruction based and noted for having quality instructors.

The amount to be awarded will be up to $500.  

The recipient of the scholarship will be responsible for any additional costs and all travel expenses 
and other expenses incurred.

Applicants must be 12 or over. Please check the age limits, rules and guidelines of the camp prior to 
submitting your application. 

The application and two recommendations should be mailed separately to:
Central Texas Bluegrass Association

PO Box 9816
Austin, TX 78766-9816

Email us at ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or call 512-658-3451 if you have questions or for addi-
tional information please see our web site at:

http://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/scholarships.html

Important: The application and two recommendations must be re-
ceived no later than May 19, 2010 in order to be considered. Recom-
mendations must be mailed separately from the application form.
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Grass Onions Band   (Mar, Oct’08)       
Jon Ricketts                        
(512) 217-6437
jon_ricketts1@mac.com

The Grazmatics
L. Wayne Ross 
(512) 303-2188

Howard Rains
(512) 577-0851

The Lost Pines 
Talia Sekons (512) 814-5143
thelostpines@gmail.com 
www.lostpinesband.com

Manchaca All-Stars (Nov’07, May’08)
Ben Buchanan
(512) 282-2756
manchacaallstars@ email.com

Out of the Blue
Jamie Stubblefield
(512) 295-5325
jamie5011@aol.com

Piney Grove Ramblers  (Jan, Apr’08)
Wayne Brooks
(512) 699-8282
www.pgramblers.com

Randy’s Rangers    
Sigi Field 
(512) 869-8076 

Rod Moag and Texas Grass
Rod Moag 
(512) 467-6825
rodmoag@texas.net

The Sieker Band
Rolf & Beate Sieker
(512) 733-2857
www.siekerband.com

Steelhead String Band 
Sharon Sandomirsky 
ssandomirsky@austin.rr.com 
(512) 619-8705

Two High String Band
Geoff Union
(512) 563-9821
Geoff@highstring.com

The Wimberley Bunch
Charlie & Sally Lewis
(830) 899-7511

Karen Abrahams
Babyhead Promotions
(512) 659-5256
www.karenabrahams.com

Austin Lounge Lizards
Mike Drudge, agent
(615) 262-6886
www.austinlizards.com

Back Up and Push
Ben Hodges  
(512) 751-3086
bhodges@gmail.com

Better Late Than Never
Duane Calvin
(512) 835-0342

Blacktop Bend
George Rios 
(512) 619-8536
blacktopbend@yahoo.com

Blazing Bows
Mary Hattersley 
(512) 873-8925

Bluegrass Vatos
Danny Santos 
(512) 218-4141
danny@dannysantosmusic .com 

Brian Byrne and Borrowed Time  
(512) 699-9251
jjs@jjshaffer.net

BuffaloGrass (Jun’08)
Don Inbody 
(512) 295-6977
don@inbody.net

The Carper Family  (May’10)
Jenn Miori
(281) 682-8174  
carperfamilyband@gmail.com

Cooper’s Uncle   
(512) 736-2664  
coopersuncle@hotmail.com

Eddie Collins (Dec’07)
(512) 836-8255
www.eddiecollins.biz
tuneman@austin.rr.com

CTBA Bluegrass Bands
(Month & year of articles in Newsletter follow name) 
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LISTEN TO BLUEGRASS ON THE RADIO
KOOP Radio, Austin, 91.7, Strictly Bluegrass Show 10:00AM every Sunday
KPFT Radio, Houston, 90.1, The Bluegrass Zone, 4:00PM every Sunday
KSYM Radio, San Antonio, 90.1, Hillbilly Hit Parade, Noon every Sunday
KEOS Radio, College Station, 89.1, High Lonesome, 7:00PM every Tuesday

Festivals/Shows (courtesy Sabine Bluegrass - call to confirm)

1st   Youth Acoustic Music Festival - Tom Bean TX  903-546-6893
1st  1st Saturday Bluegrass Music Night - Longview TX  903-234-2110
1st  Decker Prairie Bluegrass Show - Decker Prairie TX  281-744-7652
1st  Pearl Bluegrass 1st Saturday Jam & Stage Show - Pearl TX  254-865-6013
1st  Troup Bluegrass Show & Jam - Troup TX  903-842-4774
2nd  Bluegrass Vatos - Threadgill’s Brunch  11:00-1:00pm
7th  Randy’s Rangers - Georgetown Winery 5-8pm
7-8  Salmon Lake Park Fun Bluegrass Weekend - Grapeland TX  936-687-2594
7-8  Sandyland Bluegrass Reunion - Nacogdoches TX  936-569-1179
8th  Bluegrass Pickin’ Place - Lone Star TX  903-656-2358
8th  Texas Pickin’ Park - Fayetteville TX  979-378-2753
13-15 Fire On The Strings Bluegrass Festival - Montgomery TX  713-249-2986
13-15 Flomot Bluegrass Festival - Flomot TX  806-469-5278
13th  Bluegrass Open Mic - Guest Artist Mark Rubin - 6:30-8:30pm
15th  Forest Grove Music Show - Chandler TX  903-849-2273
15th  Pickton Bluegrass Show - Pickton TX  903-866-0415
15th  Southwest Bluegrass Club Monthly Show - Irving TX  817-790-8722
15th  Texas Acoustic Music Society Show - Paris TX  903-785-3958
21st  Rodeo City Music Hall Bluegrass Nights - Mesquite TX  972-285-9343
21st  3rd Friday Bluegrass Show - Lillian TX  817-929-8391
21-23 Triple Creek RV Bluegrass & BBQ Weekend - Woodville TX  409-283-3799
22nd Quitman Bluegrass Music Show - Quitman TX  903-852-6588
22nd Sacul Bluegrass Opry - Sacul TX  936-326-5198
22nd Spring Creek Bluegrass Club Show - Bellville TX  979-865-5250
23-29 Texarkana RV Spring Fest Pickin’ - Texarkana TX  903-255-0011
23rd Eddie Collins & the A-list Players - Artz Rib House 6-8:30pm
26-31 Madera Canyon Campout - Kent-Ft Davis TX  432-362-6644
28-30 Salmon Lake Park Gospel Music Festival - Grapeland TX  936-687-2594
29th  Randy’s Rangers - Georgetown Winery 5-8pm

Bluegrass Events
May, 2010

Randall’s Good Neighbor Program
The process to get this started is a bit of  a pain, but it makes donating to CTBA, your local schools, 
or your favorite non-profit organizations very, very easy. Just go to the link below, print the form 
and fill it out, enter CTBA’s code 9735, and take to your local Randall’s store: 
http://shop.safeway.com/corporate/randalls/gn_houston_austin.pdf
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Bluegrass All Levels Jam 
Fri 8-12 PM,  Lane’s Country Café
Contact:  

Every Thursday Manchaca Railroad Bar-B-Q Jam from 6:30 pm to 
9:00 pm on FM 1626 between Manchaca Rd. and IH-35.  Beginners to 
professional pickers welcome.....
.....5 years and going strong...gospel, bluegrass and country.  
Info.  Call Dave  512 680-4433
 
1st Friday each mo., Hondo Hootenanny, starts at 11 AM- Hondo Com-
munity Center, 1014 18th st, Hondo, Tx Info 830 426 2831
 
1st Sat each mo, Field Creek Music - 6: PM - 
field Creek is between Llano and Brady on Hwy 71, Info call Bill Tuck-
ness 325 247 3223
 
2nd Tuesday - Each Month, All Gospel Jam 6: PM, 
first Baptist Church - Medina, Tx, Call Linda Barton for info, 830 589 
2486
 
Every Tuesday beginner friendly jam, Gradys Barbeque, San Pedro 
and Jackson Keller, San Antonio, 6 to 8 PM
 
2nd Friday each mo. Medina Jam session, at the Masonic Lodge, 6 
PM, Medina, Tx, bring snacks, 
 
2nd Saturday Each Month, Lone Grove musical, 8 miles east of Llano, 
6PM, contact Jimbo Miller 325 247 1904
 
3rd. Saturday each mo, Harwood Community Center, Harwood, Tx 9 
Mi esat of Lulling on Hwy 90
 
3rd. Friday each month, Jam Session, Senior Citizens Center, at Uto-
pia, Tx. 7 PM, info, Skip Doerr 830 966 6362
 
4th Friday each mo, Silver Sage Corral, Bandera Tx. 6:30 PM  info 830 
796 4969 or 830 796 3969 no jam on good Friday
 
4th Saturday Each Mo. Jam Session at the Hart-History and Music 
Building, in Campwood, Tx, 1 PM   

Texas Area Jams & Shows
AUSTIN 
Bluegrass Beginner/Intermediate JAM (CTBA Sponsored)
1st. & 3rd Thu. 7-9 PM, (call for location)
Contact: Steve Mangold (512) 345-6155

Bluegrass Beginner/Intermediate JAM (CTBA Sponsored)
2nd & 4th Sat 4-6 PM; Slow Jam starts at 2:00PM ArtZ Rib House 
Contact: Steve Mangold (512) 345-6155

Bluegrass Intermediate/Advanced JAM  (CTBA Sponsored)
Sunday’s 2-6PM, ArtZ Rib House,  2330 S. Lamar 

Bluegrass All Levels Jam
2nd and 4th Monday 7-11PM Waterloo Ice House (38th and Medical)
Contact  www.waterlooicehouse.com

Traditional Music All Levels  JAM (AFTM Sponsored) 
2nd Sunday 2-4 PM, ArtZ Rib House, 2330 S. Lamar

Contradance (AFTM Sponsored)
3rd Sat. 3501 Red River 7:30 to 11 pm, Cost: $7 
Contact: (512) 453-8936

BELLVILLE
Bluegrass All Levels JAM & SHOW (Spring Creek Club Sponsored)
Jan. thru Sept 4th Sat; 4pm JAM, 6:30 pm SHOW, Coushatte RV 
Ranch
Contact: (979) 865-5250 bluegrass221@ev1.net, RV’s welcome

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION
Brazos Country Grass 
Monday’s 6-9PM, JJ. Cody’s, 3610 S. College
Contact:  www.brazoscountrygrass.com   

FAYETTEVILLE
Bluegrass All Levels JAM (Texas Pickin’ Park Sponsored)
2nd Sat, March—November, starts at 6 PM, on the Courthouse Square 
Contact: info@texaspickinpark.com www.texaspickinpark.com

GEORGETOWN
Bluegrass Jam  All Levels
every Thursday at Duke’s BBQ Smokehouse,  6-8 PM, 
Contact: 512-869-8076 or sigi@sigi.us  (www.sigi.us/rr)

GARLAND
Bluegrass All Levels JAM
Saturday, March- Nov, 7:30PM  between Main & State St at 6th,
Contact:

HARWOOD
Bluegrass/Swing/Country JAM & Stage Show  (Pot Luck too!)
3rd Sat, 2-9 PM, 9 mi. E. of Luling, Hwy 90
Contact:

HOUSTON
Bluegrass All Levels JAM (BABA Sponsored)
2nd Sat, 1-4 PM, April-November, Houston Railroad Museum,
Contact: (713) 319-8906 www. houstonrrmuseum.org

LEAGUE CITY 
Bluegrass All Levels JAM & SHOW (BABA Sponsored)
3rd Sat: Jam 5 PM,  Show 6:30 PM Jan- Nov., 
Contact: League City Civic Center, 300 W. Walker St. (281) 636-9419

PEARL
JAM & SHOW, 
1st  Sat: Jam all day
Contact:  Ronald Medart  (254) 865-6013   www.pearlbluegrass.com

SAN ANTONIO
Bluegrass Beginner/Intermediate JAM  
2nd Thursday 7-9 pm at 6418 Ridgehurst, 
Contact: Clifton Bowren  (210) 602-5544 cliftonfiddler5@aol.com
 
WIMBERLEY
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Merchandise and Advertising Rates

Ad Size      Price
FULL PAGE    $30.00
1/2 PAGE     $15.00
1/4 PAGE     $12.50
1/8 PAGE     $10.00

CTBA’s Volume 2 

$10.00

(includes shipping costs to anywhere in the United States)

http://www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/merchandise.html

Take $5.00 off the advertising rates if you are already ad business member.  Copy deadline is the 
15th of the month.  Publication is on or about the 1st day of the each month.  Send electronic notices 
to: ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org   Send payment to: 
 

Central Texas Bluegrass Association 
Attention: Editor
PO BOX 9816 
Austin, TX 78766

Advertisers assume  liability  for all content of advertisements and  from any claims arising  there 
from.  We reserve the right to reject advertising for reasons of space availability or publication stan-
dards. 

If you would like CTBA to review CD’s or would like us to include promo material for artists per-
forming in Texas, please send to our email at ctba@centraltexasbluegrass.org or snail mail to the 
PO Box listed above

We would like to encourage everyone to please join Central Texas Bluegrass Organization at http://
www.centraltexasbluegrass.org/join.html if you are not already a member. 

Central Texas Bluegrass still have 
a few T-shirts remaining.  They 
are 100% pre-shrunk cotton, high 
quality shirts with CTBA’s logo 
in a blue design on the front.  
Currently only available in white.  
Sizes are S, M, L, XL, and XXL.  
Only $8.00
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Central Texas Bluegrass Association
P.O. Box 9816
Austin, Texas  78766

THE CENTRAL TEXAS BLUEGRASS ASSOCIA-
TION IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHOSE 
MISSION IS TO PROMOTE BLUEGRASS MUSIC IN 
CENTRAL TEXAS.
  Our members range from listeners and lovers of blue-
grass music to world-class professional musicians who 
all have the same desire: to promote the music.  
  
  CTBA provides a link between clubs, restaurants, and 
other venues and Central Texas Bluegrass musicians.  

  CTBA sponsors jams, workshops, provides scholar-
ships to needy musicians, donates to other non-profit 
organizations, supports radio stations that promote 
bluegrass music & musicians, and provide festival ven-
ues for our listeners and fans of bluegrass music to 
enjoy.

  CTBA has several products to include T-shirts, hats, 
banners, CD’s, and much more.  Our main sales event, 
the CTBA Garage Sale, occurs generally after the July 
4th weekend at ArtZ Rib House and includes a Band 
Scramble.  CTBA wants your tax-exempt donations of 
instruments, CD’s, DVD’s, or other items we could re-
sell during the Garage Sale.  KEEP ON PICKIN’

Central Texas Bluegrass Association Bluegrass Bul-
letin is published by the Central Texas Bluegrass As-
sociation, a 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Texas Non-profit 
Corporation. Contributions are deductible as charita-
ble and educational donations. Work published in this 
Bulletin is used by permission of the writers, artists, 
and photographers, who retain all copyrights.  Tom 
Duplissey, Editor

Board Members: 
Jami Hampton, President 
Eddie Collins, Vice President, 
Carrie Thielemann, Secretary 
Sam Dunn, Treasurer 
Billy Bright, Mike Hurlbut, Clay Levit, Tracy Sloan,         
Janice Rogers, Rixi Rosenberg
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