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          Book Results in Redemption  
for Once-Forgotten Fiddler and His  
  World-Famous Song 
 
 A Florida writer’s obsession with rehabilitating the reputation of an all-but-forgotten North Carolina 
fiddler who wrote one of the most famous songs in popular music history has yielded results.  Randy Noles, au-
thor of “Fiddler’s Curse:  The Untold Story of Erwin T. Rouse, Chubby Wise, Johnny Cash and the Orange 
Blossom Special (Centerstream Publishing, 2007), spent years researching the twisted tale behind the song 
“Orange Blossom Special” and the tragic characters most associated with its authorship. 
 
 The resulting book, “Fiddler’s Curse”, settles a long-simmering authorship dispute— Noles contends 
Rouse is the sole composer, despite a widespread belief that bluegrass great Russell “Chubby” Wise was the un-
accredited author or co-author—and has earned for the luckless Rouse, who died in 1981, a measure of recogni-
tion that he never achieved in life. 
 
 First, the State of North Carolina has just announced that it plans to install a historical marker in Buz-
zard’s Corner, a Craven County community just east of Fort Barnwell and west of Perfection, where Rouse was 
born in 1917.  The marker, located at the corner of N.C. 55 and Wintergreen Road, will read: “Ervin T Rouse 
1917—1981.  Fiddler and Song writer.  Penned widely-recorded “Orange Blossom Special,” bluegrass standard 
(1938).” 
 
 “We’re really proud of this,” said Harold Blizzard, Craven County manager.  “It’s one of only five 
markers in North Carolina related to music.  It’s not every day you get to recognize a native son like this.” 
 Second, Rouse and his famous song were the subject of a documentary film called “Orange Blossom 
Special:  The Story of An American Anthem.”  The film, produced by Boston-based Northern Light Produc-
tions, has aired on roughly 30 PBS stations around the country and has shown at an array of film festivals. 
 
 But none of this would have happened if Noles, a publisher of city/regional magazines, hadn’t become 
curious about the song’s origins and started making inquiries.  “I found out that truth can sometimes be stranger 
than fiction,” Noles said.  “The life of Ervin Rouse was tragic but strangely uplifting.  Clearly, he had faded into 
obscurity despite his accomplishment, and his story needed to be told.” 
 
 So, Noles, an award-winning journalist, started tracking down Rouse family members and associates and 
researching his connections to Wise and to Johnny Cash, the superstar who made “Orange Blossom Special” a 
hit and quietly took care of the ailing fiddler as he sunk deeper into alcoholism and mental illness.  In fact, Rouse 
spent his final years fiddling for tips in isolated taverns at the edge of the Florida Everglades, where he lived in a 
plywood shack and was considered by his friends to be destitute. 
 
 “It’s thrilling to see your work result in rehabilitation and recognition for someone who seemed destined 
to be forgotten,” said Noles.  “This story is an important part of Americana and I was privileged to be able to tell 
it.” 
                                                                    (Our thanks to Randy Noles for sharing this article with CTBA) 
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First Saturday “CTBA  
Night” at Artz Ribhouse 
                            By Roy Glover 
 
 Every time I think I have heard the best  
another band comes along to prove me wrong. 
I have known Mike Montgomery for some time 
however, I had never heard his band “String 
Beans” play.  I knew Mike was good from his 
sitting in several times with Eddie Collins, Hard 
To Make a Living and others.  For those of you  
who have not heard him he stands out among  
the best.                                                              
 
 I ordered my meal and settled back to listen to what Mike called Swing and jazz that they were 
going to be doing this evening.  They started out with one called “Dina” which was not really my style 
but they did a good job and then some jazz number and again I am not much of a jazz enthusiast but 
again it was an exceptional rendition.  Then they started “After You’ve Gone.  When they were playing 
the jazz number I saw a smile come on the Bass players face as he took a couple of breaks.  I thought he 
seemed quiet proficient with the slap style of playing and I became evenmore impressed.  They kept 
building as they progressed on to Faded Love (my kind of music) and the Beaumont Rag.  After that they 
went to Honey Suckle Rose and I completely forgot to list any of the other numbers they did.  The guitar 
player, J. D. Pendley, had somewhat of a Chet Atkins style and did a fantastic job.  It was obvious that 
they were used to playing together.  They continued playing the music that I dearly love and I was caught 
up in the moment so much that I forgot to take notes,  just listened and enjoyed.  It was obvious that the 
bass player, Ryan Gould, was somewhat of a cut up.  Though most bass players don’t seem to smile a lot, 
he was the exception.  He would break into an ear to ear smile and really get into the music doing his 
phenomenal style of playing.  I don’t think I have ever had the pleasure of listening to any bass player 
that could beat him.  He was the best in my opinion.  
 
 I ended up staying way past the time I was to leave and really didn’t want to leave when I did. 
If you ever get the chance to see these guys play jump on it.  I can’t say enough about them.  
 
 Below is a few other shots I took though the best one is above.         

     Mike Montgomery (fiddle), Ryan Gould (Bass), J.D. Pendley  (Guitar) 



                                       Upcoming Midwinter Festival 
                                                                             By  Roy Glover 
 
 AFTM presents their Annual Midwinter Festival each year about this time which includes mu-
sic from many Cultures.  The Austin  Friends of Traditional Music  will host its annual Festival at the 
Dougherty Arts  Center this year on February 9th.  They will be featuring workshops and music from 
acts as diverse as GypZee  Heart, the Fabulous Polkasonics, Djembabes, the Gray Sky Boys, Sara 
Jarosz, and many others.  A variety of tasty and healthy food choices will also be available for pur-
chase.   Doors will open at 11:50 am, and the last band ends at 11 pm.  Tickets are $15, $7 for seniors 
and students.  Children 12 and younger are free.  For more details, including the most up-to-date lineup 
and directions to the Dougherty, visit the AFTM website:  www.aftm.us 
 
 A high point of the Midwinter Festival is the slate of workshops on a variety of traditional mu-
sic and dance styles and techniques.  Planned workshops include an Introduction to Traditional Irish 
Music, Hula for Adults, Blues Harmonica, Appalachian Dulcimer, Intermediate Claw hammer Banjo, 
African Rhythms, Vocal Harmonies and a Crooked Tune Swap.  More workshops are likely to be 
added before the festival, so be sure to check the website for the most current information. 
 
A little something of interest for almost everyone.  A great family outing, fun for everyone and well 
worth the money.   
 
 

                             Spotlight CD   
                                                                            By Roy Glover 
 

 Received a News Release, some of which is below, on a NEW CD that has just been released 
by Blue Highway called Through the Window of a Train on Rounder Records.  This group has been 
around for some time and this is their 8th release and it is as fresh and exciting as it is steeped in the 
tradition of the bluegrass founders.  They seem to simultaneously deliver the past, present and future of 
bluegrass all at once.  Ricky Skaggs recently put it this way:  “Blue Highway is writing their own his-
tory in bluegrass.  Fresh, but as old as the hills.” 
 
       Their release reveals not only the instrumental  
virtuosity and impeccable vocal interplay of today’s 
top progressive musicians but also a depth of song  
writing talent unrivaled on today’s bluegrass scene. 
You should do as I did, and visit their web site,  
www.bluehighwayband.com and listened to this  
album.  I found it to be right up there with the other  
releases they had done in the past.  They have  
played rolls in bluegrass music’s most influential  
acts such as Alison Krause and Union Station, Larry 
Sparks and Doyle Lawson, as well as with the  
aforementioned Ricky Skaggs.  The members of  
Blue Highway —Tim Stafford (guitar/vocals), Wayne Taylor (lead vocals/bass), Shawn Lane (tenor 
vocals/ guitar, mandolin, fiddle), Rob Ickes (Dobro, Scheerhorn acoustic slide guitar), and Jason Burle-
son (banjo, guitar, mandolin, bass/ vocals) are forging forward while carefully balancing tradition with 
innovation.  Give them a listen, I think you will like them.  
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                               Festivals and Workshops 
 

 
Fri   Feb 1st  9am to 4:30 pm  Eddie Collins — SPBMA Banjo Workshop, Nashville, TN  He will be joining J.        

       D. Crowe, Curtis McPeake and Jack Hatfield ….. Go to www.eddiecollins.biz   
Sat  Feb 9th  12:00 pm to 11 pm  AFTM Midwinter Festival  — Features Traditional Music From Many Cul-

    tures  at the Dougherty Artz Center which includes music and workshops … go to 
    www.aftm.us  for more info.  

Wed Mar 5th - 7th          Pete Wernick’s Bluegrass Jam Camp — Argyle, Texas… for info go to :   
    DrBanjo.com 

Fri  Mar 7th & 8th        Fifth Anniversary Argyle Bluegrass Festival —  Argyle, Texas  for info  call:   
     888-557-6499  or go to their web site:  www.argylebluegrassfestival.com 
Fri  Apr  18th to 20th   1st Annual Bluegrass Music Festival & Grand Jam — Texas Pickin’ Park in 
                                                       Fayetteville, Texas,   www.texaspickinpark.com     Phone:  979-378-2753 
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Notice:  We will be taking more pictures at bluegrass events and jams.  If any member does not 
want their picture published in the Bulletin please opt out by contacting … Roy Glover at:  
rglover2@austin.rr.com 
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                                      Available 
 
                                          Space 
 

������ �
Please be sure to check the bands 
website  for last minute changes 
as this does occur  from time to 
time.  
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                 CTBA Member Bands CD’s 

  This group, composed of Don Inbody  
on guitar, Scott Byers on mandolin and  
Howard Surber on bass, all sing both solo and 
do harmony as well.  The CD reflects their  
own style of music including some songs they  
wrote as well as some of our old time favorites.  
Contact information provided below for prices  
and shipping.  For Booking info go to  
 
Artist:      BuffaloGrass 
Title:       Gone to Nickel  Creek                               
Contact:  nickereek@buffalograssmusic.com 
For Booking info go to:  www.buffalograssmusic.com   
 
 
 The Manchaca All Stars are a lively and 
Entertaining group who play at the  
Manchaca Fire Hall in Manchaca, Tx 
on a regular basis. Their music consist 
of a wide range  from the realm of  
country to Bluegrass.  Central Texas has  
enjoyed their music for 20 years.   
Contact info provided below: 
                                                                  
Artist:  Manchaca All Stars 
Title:    First Attempt 
Call:     (512) 282 - 2756 or 512 496-3756 
 
 
 
 This  group is showing great promise.  They have 
several CD’s out this one being the latest.  They have  
performed at numerous venues all over the state and in 
New Mexico as well.  Their popularity is growing by the 
day and  you can expect to see and hear more about them 
in the very near future.  They have been selected as one of 
the top 100 Texas Touring Artist appointed by the Texas 
Commission on The Arts 2006—2008. 
 
Artist:  Buddy & Tina Wright Group 
Title:     First Day of the Week 
Contact:  www.buddyandtina.com 
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     CTBA  Business  Members 
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               www.overtonbluegrass.com�
�
Don Eaves                                                                                       
bluegrass@cl.overton.tx.us            Drawer  D 
903-834-3171                                Overton, Texas 75684 
�
�
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 Charlotte Parrack                                 
 325-646-8531                                     300 Early Blvd. #31 
 cparrack@porb.com                           Early, Texas 76802 
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CTBA 
P.O. Box  
Austin, Tx 78766-9816 
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AUSTIN  AREA, CTBA 
Beginner/Intermed. Jam 1st. & 3rd Thu. 7-9 pm, 
Steve Mangold  512-345-6155 
 
CTBA 2nd & 4th Sat , Artz Ribhouse, beginner/
Intermediate Jam 4—6  contact:  Steve Mangold 
345-6155 
 
Jam Session: Sunday at Artz Ribhouse, 2-5 pm  
 
Live Bluegrass Show: Artz Ribhouse Sunday 6 
pm;  512-442-8283 
 
AAAMS Jam 2nd & 4th Wed. Leander/Cedar 
Park Fine Arts Academy, 200 Buttercup Rd, Ste. 
104, Cedar Park, 6:30 to 8:30 pm, 512-401-8863  
 
AFTM Contra Dance: 3rd Sat. 3501 Red River 
7:30 to 11 pm, $7 453-8936 
 
AFTM Jam Session: 2nd Sun at Artz Rib house at 
2330 S Lamar, Austin Tx   
 
BANDERA 
4th Friday of each month at Silver Sage Corral– 
east of Bandera.  Starts at 6:30 pm.  For more info 
call (830)796-3969  (Not on Good Friday) 
 
BELLVILLE, 
Spring Creek Club Jam/Show 4th Sat; 4pm Jam, 
6:30 pm show.  Coushatte Recreation Ranch 979-
865-5250              bluegrass22@ev1.net   Plenty of 
RV camping and good food. 
 
BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION, 
Brazos Country Grass Monday Jam  J.Cody’s, 
3610 S. College  6-9 pm 
 www.brazoscountrygrass.com    
 
CEDAR PARK, Irish sessions Jam, J & J’s BBQ, 
1st and 3rd Friday, 6:30 to 8:30 pm. 512-401-8863  
 
CLEBURNE 
Show and Jam: 3rd Fri. Cleburne Civic Center, 
1501 W. Henderson (Hwy 67)  7 pm  $3  
www.NTBBluegrass.com 
 
CONVERSE 
2nd Thursday each month Retired Musicians Jam  
10 am to 3 pm—250 Donalan, Converse, Tx call 
210-658-3578  (South of Converse off Hwy 1516) 
 
FAYETTEVILLE: 
Texas Pickin” Park...Jam Saturday, December 1st 
beginning at 1 pm on the Courthouse Square. 
Acoustic Instruments only. 
For Info:  info@texaspickinparek.com 
www.texaspickinpark.com 
 
GARLAND 
Bluegrass on the Square: Sat-March thru Novem-
ber  between Main and State Sts. At 6th, 7:30pm 
to 1 am, Jim Miller 972-276-3197 
 
GEORGETOWN 
Randy’s Rangers Thursday Jam:  Duke’s BBQ 

Smokehouse, 7-9 pm, 512-869-8076 or 
www.sigi.us/RR 
 
2nd Sunday Jam, held at 1 pm at the San Gabriel 
Park in Georgetown behind the football stadium.  
Contact Jon or Sigi 512-869-8076 
 
THE GROVE  
Outside Pick General Store, 15 mi. west of  
 
 Temple on Hwy 36, Sat, 6pm til……….. 
Contact: M. Anderson  512-282-1215 
(3rd Sat. is THE BIG JAMBOREE ) 
 
HARWOOD 
Stage Show & Jam Session 3rd Sat, 9 mi. E. of 
Lulling, Hwy 90,  2 to 9 pm 
Ben Buchanan  512-263-7193 
 

HONDO 
Hondo Hootenanny, 1 pm Hondo Community 
Center,  1st Fri each mo.  830-426-3438 
 
LEAGUE CITY (BABA) 
Jam & Free Bluegrass Show  3rd Sat: Jam 5pm,  
Show 6:30pm Jan thru Nov., League City Civic 
Center, 300 W. Walker St. 281-636-9419 
 
LIBERTY HILL   
4th Sat. Jam Session at 1 pm until 6 pm,  Hwy 29 
West, contact Paula at 512-778-5410 
 
LUING 
3rd Sat of each month—-Jam Session at Harwood 
Community Hall—9 miles east of Luling at Hwy 
90.  Electrical instruments allowed.  Starts at 4 pm 
and ends 9 pm..(bring covered dish) 
 
MANCHACA 
Open Jam every Thursday night from 7-9:00 pm at 
The Railroad BBQ on FM 1626 in Manchaca, Tx 
 

 MEDINA 
2nd Tuesday—each month— all gospel jam at the 
first Baptist Church—Median, Tx.  Starts at 6 pm 
for info call...Linda Barton  830-589-2486 
 
2nd Friday each month— The Medina Jam session 
will be held at the Masonic Lodge at 6:30 pm 
(bring covered dish) 
 

MONTGOMERY 
1ST SATURDAY Jam in Downtown Historical  

Montgomery, Tx  Quaint shops, farmer’s market, 
and multiple jam sites for acoustic music 
(bluegrass, country and Cajon).  Jams from 10 am 
til 2 pm.  For discount coupons at local KOA 
contact Dr. Mike Davis:  mld@consolidated.net 
 
NEW BRAUNFELS                                                
Landa Country Music Jam —1st and 3rd  Monday 
each month  10 am, at Senior Citizen’s Center 655 
Landa St.  New Braunfels  830-589-2486 
 
PEARL 
Jam & Stage Show, 1st  Sat: Jam 12:00,  Show 
4:30 pm  Hwy 183, 7 mi South of Purmela  
 

contact:  Ronald Medart  254-865-6013  
 
SAN ANTONIO 
Open Bluegrass Jam Session 1st & 3rd Tue. , 6-
8:30 pm  Grady’s BBQ Store No 4 6510 San 
Pedro Ave,  Hosted by:  Tom Taylor  210-805-
8036  
 
Beginner/Intermediate Bluegrass Jam  2nd Thurs-
day 7-9 pm at 6418 Ridgehurst, San Antonio, Tx  
Hosted by:  Clifton Bowren  210-602-5544 
  cliftonfiddler5@aol.com 
  
SHULENBERG 
RV Park community Center 
2nd Tuesday of every month  6:30—9:00 pm 
Laretta Baumgarten  979-743-4388 
schurvpk@fais.net 
 
WIMBERLEY 
Bluegrass Jam Fri 8-12 pm,  Charlie Catfish,   
contact:  Mike Bond 512-847-2238 
 
 
  



Central Texas Bluegrass Assoc. 
P.O. Box 9816 
Austin, Texas  78766=9816 

To:

 


